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Shri Swarup Bhattacharyya is the Curator of Maulana Azad Museum,
Kolkata. Maulana Azad Museum is under the administrative control of
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies (an autonomous
organization under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India). His
area of research is on traditional boats with special reference to Bengal.
He acquired master’s degree in Anthropology from University of
Calcutta in the year 1995. In 1997 as an ethnographer on Bengal boat
he has started work with Dr. Lotika Varadarajan. On that time he was
Research Associate of National Institute of Science Technology and
Development Studies (NISTADS), New Delhi. He was Senior Research
Fellow of Anthropological Survey of India and did research on man-
boat relationship. As a guest research scholar he was invited to
Centre for Maritime Archaeology and Viking Ship Museum, Roskilde,
Denmark in 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2006. During that period he has
extensively explored materials related to boats of Bengal in Haddon
Library, University of Cambridge; British Museum; Southampton
University. He has also takes part in excavation at Mamallapuram
by the Underwater Archaeology wing of Archaeological Survey of
India. He has contributed a number of papers to edited volumes,
journals and periodicals. He has presented a number of papers at
national and international seminars, and delivered lectures at various
universities/academic institutions in India and abroad. He was closely
associated with the establishment of museums on heritage boats of
Bengal, Kolkata; water transport gallery of Nehru Museum of Science
and Technology, IIT-Kharapur; and Odisha State Maritime Museum,
Cuttack. Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) has
exhibited his photographs and to the scale models of boats in 2006.
115 photographs and 5 sets of boat models are now in the archives of
IGNCA, New Delhi.



