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ROHIT SHARMA
KATRA, NOV 18

A two day conference
on Dogr Litéeralure by
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi

University, Katra in col-
laboration with Sahitya
Akademi, MNew Delhi,
was inaugurated on
Friday at the Matrika
Auditorium of  the
University. Titled
‘Critical Appraisal and
Evaluation of Dogri
Novel of 20th and 21st
Century'. tha conference
i5 being orgamised under
the aegis of Azadi ka
Amrit  Mahotsav, and
guidance of Ministry of
Culture, GO,

Prot R K Sinha, Pad ma

shri, Vice Chancellor,
SMVDU inaugurated the
conference and delivered
the presidential address.
wherein he stressed lhe
need for communicating
in mother tangue,
“Uniless and until we
don't respect our lan-
guages we won't be able
to respect our cullure and
civilisation and nmalion”
VC. SMYDU said, N,
Surash- Babu, Depuly
Secratary, Sahitya
Akademi, emphasized
the need for promoting
the languages beyond
academic pursuils,
"Dogri represents the rich
and vibrant culture ol
lammu  region and

Akademi is making all
efforts to encourage writ-
ing, publicatton and pro-
motion of good quality
literature,” he said.
Darshan Drarshi,
Convener, Dogr Advisory
Board, Sahitya Akademi,
gave fthe introductory
remarks during the confer-
ence. Mohan Singh, Sahitya
Academy Award winner
tor Dogri, passionalely
recalled the contribution of
the Dogn writers dunng
his keynote address. He
said the languages are
essential 1o bind the people
logether, Magendra Singh
jamwal, Registrar SMVDU,
stressed on the need for
making coliective efforls o

uguratead

preserve -and promote the
Dogri  language.  He
extolled the salfiess contri-
butions of eminent Dogri
wiitérs in nordunng, pro-
moting and introducing
Dogri beyond the bound-
aries 0! Aammu  and
Kashmir

Narsingh Dev Jamwal,
Padma Shri Awardes,
and other eminent Dogri
Writersand Poats, includ-
ing Desh Bandhu Dogra
Nutan and Om Goswami
spoke aboul thewr nowvels
during the first session of
the conference. In the sec-
ond session of the first
day. papers weare presgni-
eéd by Rajinder Ranjha,
Sunita Bhadwal and
Jagdeep Dubey. 11 was
chaired by famous Dogri
writer Prakash Premi,
V.K Bhatt, Dean, School
of Humanities, SMYDU
presented the Vote of
Thanks at the conclosion
of the first day of the con-
ference. isha Malhotra
HoD Schoolof Languages
and Lilerature, Dr
Rakesh Thustu and Dr
Kamini Pathania from
Board of Cultural
Activities coordinated the
gvent.



