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Shashi Tharoor
Wins Sahitya
Akademi Award

AUTHORS SHASHI Tharoor (pic-
tured), Shafey Kidwai and Nand
Kishore Acharya will receive the
2019 Sahitya Akademi Award in
English, Urdu and Hindi respectively,
the Akademi announced on
Wednesday. These awards are given
annually to writers in 23 Indian lan-
guages. The awards will be given to
seven poetry collections, four nov-
els, six collections of short stories,
three books of essays, and one book
each under creative non-fiction, au-
tobiography and biography cate-
gories. The books bestowed with the
top literary honour for 2019 include
- those published between January 1,
2013 and December 31, 2017. The
award ceremony will take place in
New Delhi on February 25 next year..
Tharoor has won the award for An
Era of Darkness: The British Empirein
India, which analyses the “exploita-
tion and destruction” of India at the
hands of the imperial forces. While
Bikaner-based Hindi playwright,
poet and critic Acharya will be
awarded for his poetry collection,
Cheelte Hue Apne Ko (Peeling One’s
Self), Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) professor and Urdu author,
Kidwai, will receive the award for
Savanahe Sir Syed: Ek Baazdeed (Sir
Syed’s Memoir: Revisited), a book
based on Altaf Husain Hali’s biogra-
phy Hayat-e-Javed (1900). It aims to
clear misconceptions around 19th
century educationist, reformer and

Khan. “Sir Syed was a great believer
in a unified India,” said Kidwai.
Besides Acharya six other poets
- who will be awarded include
Phukan Ch Basumatary (Bodo), Niba
A Khandekar (Konkani), Kumar
Manish Arvind (Maithili), V
Madhusoodanan Nair (Malayalam),
Anuradha Patil (Marathi),and Penna
Madhusudan (Sanskrit).

founder of AMU, Sir Syed Ahmad -
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Tharoor among 23 named
for Sahitya Akademi Award

IANS
NEW DELHEL 18 DECEMBER

Author, politician and diplo-
mat Shashi Tharoor was among
the 23 named today for the
Sahitya Akademi Award 2019
for his book "An Era of Dark-
ness: The British Empire in
India" in the creative non-
fiction section in English cat-
egory.

Sahitya Akademi Secretary
K Sreenivasa Rao made the
announcement in a press
release. The awards, com-
prising an engraved copper
plaque, ashawl and Rs 100,000
in cash, will be given away on
Feburary 25,2020, during the
Akademi's Festival of Letters.

They relate to books first
published during the five years
immediately preceeding the
year of award -- between the
period January 1, 2013 and
December31,2017. Tharoor's
book appeared in 2016. Its
British edition, titled "Inglo-
rious Empire:What the British
DidtoIndia", appeared ayear
later.

The awards were recom-
mended by distinguished jury
membersrepresenting 23 Indi-
anlanguages and approved by
the Executive Board of the
Sahitya Akademi, which met
onWednesday under the chair-
manship ofits president, Chan-
drashekhar Kambiar, the release
said.

Seven books of poetry by

Phukan Ch. Basumatary

(Bodo), Nand Kishore Acharya

(Hindi), Nilba A. Khandekar
(Konkani), Kumar Manish
Arvind (Maithili), V. Madhu-
soodanan Nair (Malayalam),
Anuradha Patil (Marathi) and
Penna Madhusudan (San-
skrit) have been awarded.
Four novelists -- Joysree

Goswami Mahanta
(Assamese), L. Birmangol
Singh (Beryl Thanga)

(Manipuri), Cho Dharman
(Tamil) and Bandi Narayana
Swamy (Telugu) -- featurein
the list.

Awards have also been
given to sixbooks of short sto-
ries by Abdul Ahad Hajini
(Kashmiri), Tarun Kanti Mishra
(Odia), Kirpal Kazak (Punjabi),
Ramsawroop Kisan
(Rajasthani), Kali Charan
Hembram (Santali) and Ish-
war Moorjani (Sindhi).

Vijaya (Kannada) and
Shafey Kidwai (Urdu) have
been cited for an autobiog-
raphy and a biography.

Three essayists, Chinmoy
Guha (Bengali), Om Sharma
Jandriari (Dogri) and Ratilal
Borisagar (Gujarati), also fig-
ure in the list of awardees.

Tharoor, 63, who represents
the Thiruvananthapuram
constituency in the Lok Sabha
and is also the patron of the
Kerala Literature Festival in
Calicut next month, has
authored bestsellers like "Why
I Am A Hindu", "The Hindu
Way" and "The Paradoxical
Prime Minister".

He has penned three works
of fiction, 13 works of non-
fiction and two picture books,
including "Kerala: God's Own
Country” with M F Husain and
"Inde/ndia" (in French and
English) with photographer
Ferrante Ferranti.

A former Minister of State
For External Affairs and a
former UN Under-Secrtary
General of Communications
and Public Information, Tha-
roor has won various awards,
including the Rajika Kri-
palaniYoung Journalist Award
for the Best Indian Journal-
ist under 30, the Common-
wealth Writers' Prize for the
Best Book of the Year in the
Eurasian Region, Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman, Inspi-
ration of the Year Award at
GQ's Man of the Year Awards,
New Age Politician of the
Year Award by NDTV, the
first Sree Narayan Guru Glob-
al Secular and Peace Award
and PETA's Person of the
Year. In addition, he has also
been conferred the Com-
mander of the Order of
Charles III by the Spanish

King. /




Not as happy as I should be, says
Sahitya Akademi Award winner

[am dlstressed at the prevalhng condmon in Assam: Joyasree Goswami Mahanta

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI

Novelist and former Asom
Gana Parishad Rajya Sabha
member Joyasree Goswami

Mahanta -on Wednesday'

said, “I am not as happy as I

should be” with the news of
winning the Sahitya Akade-

mi Award. She also promised
to distribute the prize mo-
ney among the families of
those killed during the anti-
citizenship law protests in
Assam. ;

In a dig at the AGP for sup-
porting the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, she said
she is deeply hurt at the be-
trayal by “those elected by
the people” as the law is not
acceptable to the people of
Assam. .

“I received the news... but
1 am not as happy as I should

be on hearing it due to the
prevailing troubled situation

in the State,” Dr. Mahanta,

wife of former Assam CM
and senior AGP leader Pra-
fulla Kumar Mahanta, said.
Dr. Mahanta was chosen
for the Sahitya Akademi
award for her novel Chana-
kya. Twenty-two other wri-
ters and poets will receive
the award, which comprises

O Young people have

lost their lives for a
cause..T have
decided to pay my
tribute to them by
distributing the
prize money
among their
families

JOYASREE GOSWAMI MAHANTA
Novelist, ex-MP from AGP

an engraved copper plate
and %1 lakh cash prize, on Fe-
bruary 25, 2020, in Delhi.

“Young people have lost
their lives for a cause and for
their homeland and I have
decided to pay my tribute to
them by distributing the
prize money among their fa-
milies,” she said.

“I am deeply distressed
and hurt at the betrayal by

those elected to Parllament
from the State and to the As-
sembly on the CAA issue as it
is not acceptable to the peo-
ple of Assam,” she added.
“Iwill be grateful to the fa-
milies if they accept it. This
my humble way of honour-
ing them,” Dr. Mahanta said.

Criticism for AGP ‘
Mr. Mahanta has'been vocal
in his criticism against the
party leadership for not op-
posing the Act in public and
its lone Rajya Sabha MP Bi-
rendra Prasad Baishya for
voting in its favour.-

Dr. Mahanta has to her
credit several books includ-
ing Dronacharya, Sreshta
Bideshi Galpo, Ekuki'Dhe-
mali Sadhu and some vol-
umes on the Assam

agitation. ) /
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Guwahati: Novelist Jay-
ashree Goswami Mahanta
has promised to distribute
the Sahitya Akademi prize
money among the families

of those killed during anti-

citizenship law protests in
Assam. The award compri-
ses an engraved copper pla-
teand Rs1lakh cash prize.
Taking a dig at AGP for
supporting the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), the
author said she is deeply
hurt at the betrayal by “tho-
seelected by the people”.
Jayashree is the wife of
former Assam CM and se-
nior AGP leader Prafulla Ku-
mar Mahanta. She has been
selected for the Sahitya Aka-

Séhitya Akademi award
winner takes a dig at AGP

THEY RETURNED THEIR AWARDS

MUJTABA HUSSAIN: Well- YAQOOB YAWAR: Urdu

known Urdu humour writer author-translator will return UP

decided to return Padma State Urdu Academy Award for

Shri protesting against the translation

‘atmosphere of fear & hatred’ | spiN DALVE: Senior Urdu

UDAY SHANKAR: Assamese journalist and writer decided

choreographer decided to to return her state Sahitya.

return best choreography Akademi Award. Was conferred

award to state govt to protest special award by Maharashtra

against CAA. Had bagged them | Rajya Urdu Sahitya

for two Assamese films: Jibon Akademi in recognition of

Bator Logori’ and ‘Bakor Puteke’ | - her literary contributions
demi award for her novel, and itsloneRajya Sabha MP
Chanakya. Her husband, Birendra Prasad Baishyafor
who is the founder president  votingin itsfavour.

of the AGP, has been vocal in
hiscriticism against the par-
ty leadership for not oppo-
sing the Act in the in public

She was awarded the
Padma Shri in 2018 and was
Rajya Sabha member for a
singletermfromi1999 - .
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Sahitya Akademi honour for Kazak

FROM PAGE 1

Bhai Jodh Singh and Dr Har- -

bans - Singh, spotted the
mason with a ‘unique talent’.
“T was asked to join the engi-
neering wing of Punjabi Uni-
versity, Patiala, as a ‘mortar
mate’ (in charge of labourers)
in 1986,” says Kazak. Justread
and write, was his brief.

Soon, he was brought to the

department of literary studies
of the university as a technical
assistant. Under a project from
the - university, he started a
study on the culture of Sikligars
and Gadi Lohars, the nomadic
tribes of Punjab. “Wherever

they would go, I would travel
with them on their carts. I
would eat whatever theywould
offer and sleep under the open

- sky,” Kazak says, adding that

he became one among them.
Later, he chased the Santhalsin
Jharkhand and Gujjars in Jam-
mu and Kashmir His work was
often compared with = the
British-born  anthropologist
Verrier Elwin’s work on tribes
in Central India. .

But Kazak kept on working
asatechnical assistant with the
literary studies department
until  former  bureaucrat

Swaran Singh Boparai joined

asvice-chancellorofthe univer-
ssity. Just 45 days before his
retirement in 2002, in a rare
honour, the university appoint-
ed him as a professor in the
same department despite his
not being even a matriculate.
Besides research on Pun-
jab's culture and nomads,
Kazak is known for his short
stories. Now;, his works have

_been prescribedin the syllabus

of almost all the universities of
Punjab as well as Delhi Uni-
versity. “People like me come
from the grassmots So,itisan
honour for the hard work that I
have done,” he says.
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