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1. Ministry of Culture – An Overview 

The mandate of the Ministry of Culture revolves around the preservation and 
conservation of cultural heritage and promotion of art and culture both Tangible and 
Intangible. Headed by Secretary the administrative set up consists of various Bureaux 
and Divisions of the Ministry. The Ministry has two attached offi ces, six subordinate offi ces 
and thirty fi ve autonomous organisations, which are fully funded by the Government. 
There are seven Zonal Cultural Centres working mainly on folk and traditional arts of 
different zones. There are also four missions namely National Mission for Manuscripts, 
a National Mission for Monuments and Antiquities, National Mission on Libraries, and 
Gandhi Heritage Sites Mission. 

Broadly, this Ministry is in charge of the protection, development and promotion 
of all types of heritage and culture namely, tangible heritage, intangible heritage 
and knowledge heritage. In addition, the Ministry has the responsibility of preserving 
Gandhian heritage and commemoration of important historical events and centenaries 
of great personalities. Regarding tangible heritage, the Ministry takes care of all the 
centrally protected monuments of national importance, which is achieved though 
Archeological Survey of India. Similarly, the Ministry promotes the museum movement 
in the country and majority of the public museums are under its administrative control. 
The Ministry also promotes regional museums through grant -in- aids.  In the fi eld of 
intangible heritage, the Ministry extends fi nancial support to individuals, group of 
individuals and cultural organizations engaged in performing visual and literary arts. 
Similarly, the Ministry through its organizations, is engaged in recognizing excellence in 
the fi eld of art and culture by way of awards given by institutions like Sahitya Akademi 
and Sangeet Natak Akademi. The National School of Drama is involved in promoting a 
vibrant theatre movement of contemporary relevance in the context of our traditions 
and cultural diversity.

The Ministry is the custodian of all the major libraries in the country. It also
extends grant-in-aid for library development and is also responsible for all policy 
matters regarding library development. Through National Archives of India, Ministry is 
responsible for maintenance of all archival records of the country. The Ministry is also 
involved in protection and promotion of Buddhist and Tibetan Culture and is doing this 
through various institutions located at Sarnath, Varanasi and Leh. This Ministry has a very 
well-planned capacity-building programme for all those who want to excel in the fi eld 
of Indian as well as Asian art and culture. Institutions like the School of Archaeology, 
School of Archives, National Institute of History and Art, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Institute of Asian Studies are mentionable in this regard. Various courses offered by 

http://indiaculture.nic.in/


NSD and Kalakshetr Foundation are also some of the examples of capacity building 
programmes of the Ministry. 

The Ministry marks its international presence by way of organising Festivals of 
India abroad. It is also responsible for implementation of various UNESCO conventions 
in the fi eld of Culture.  

2. Tangible Cultural Heritage 

2.1 Archaeological Survey of India 

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) was established in 1861.  It functions 
as an attached offi ce of the Department of Culture.  The organization is headed 
by the Director General.  The major activities of the Archaeological Survey of 
India are:

 a) Survey of archaeological remains and excavations;
 b) Maintenance and conservation of centrally protected monuments, sites 

and remains and improvements of their surroundings through horticultural 
operations;

 c) Chemical preservation of monuments and antiquarian remains;
 d) Architectural survey of monuments; 
 e) Development of epigraphical research and numismatic studies;
 f) Setting up and re-organization of site museums;
 g) Expedition abroad;
 h) Training in Archaeology;
 i) Publication of technical report and research works.

Major Achievements 
 i) 38th Session of the World Heritage Committee was held at Doha (Qatar) 

from June 19 – June 23, 2014 during which Ravi-ki-Vav, Patan, Gujarat 
(Cultural Heritage) and Great Himalayan Park, Himachal Pradesh (Natural 
Heritage), were inscribed on the World Heritage List.  Apart from that, 
Project Mausam on “Maritime Contacts between Indian Ocean Countries” 
was launched in order to initiate trans-national serial nomination, in the 
presence of Director General (UNESCO).

http://indiaculture.nic.in/tangible-cultural-heritage
http://asi.nic.in/
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 ii) The Scheme of Village-to-Village Survey of antiquarian remains has been 
revived and so far more than 800 villages explored yielding a number of 
ancient sites and antiquarian remains.

 iii) The conservation work of the Kedarnath Temple was taken up by the 
ASI in the last fi nancial year upto the working season after the disaster 
in June, 2013.  The work continued during this year and executed at the 
site including removal of debris in and around the shrine, restoration of 
masonry walls on the front side as well as retaining walls on the northern 
and western side.  In addition, repairs to damaged wooden shutters have 
also been attended including painting work and restoration of masonry 
of the temple at a few damaged locations.  The chemical cleaning 
work for the interior of the temple has been completed.  IIT, Madras is 
conducting essential investigations related to the stability and other 
aspects of conservation of the temple.

National conference on Project 
Mausam, Cochi, Kearla

National conference on Project 
Mausam, Cochi, Kearla



 iv) In addition to executing the conservation work of protected monuments in 
the country including World Heritage, other conservation projects abroad 
are also takenup on request of MEA.  These include conservation of Ta 
Prohm Temple in Cambodia, Vat Phou Temple in Lao PDR and Ananda 
Temple at Bagan in Myanmar.  The ASI is also supervising restoration work 
of Thiruketeeswaram Temple in Sri 
Lanka which is being executed 
by College of Architecture and 
Sculpture, Mamallapuram and 
funded by MEA. The conservation 
work of PashupatiNath Temple in 
Kathmandu, Nepal would also 
be taken up by the ASI.

Conservation Work at Kedarnath Temple (2014)

ASI’s Conservation work in Ta- Prohm
(Before & After)

i ( )
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 v) During the visit of Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung, an 
MoU was signed on 28th October 2014 between India and Vietnam 
on Conservation and Restoration of the World Heritage Site of My Son, 
Quang Nam Province, Vietnam.

 vi) Getty Trust and British Museum jointly with ASI organized an International 
Conference on Sarnath School of Art in the British Museum, London in 
July, 2014 and ASI offi cers working in the fi eld of art and museums got the 
opportunity to study the best practices in museum studies after visiting 
several museums in London.

 vii) A National Conference on Indian Ocean Region: Cultural Landscapes 
and Maritime Trade Routes of India: ‘Review of existing data and 
Identifi cation of Potential Coastal Sites’ was organized by ASI at Kochi 
in collaboration with Government of Kerala between November 17-19, 
2014.

 viii) MoUs were signed with National Institute of Oceanography (Goa), ONGC, 
HHEC, BHEL, Government of Andhra Pradesh & Sulabh International.

 ix) The 36th meeting of the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology (CABA) 
was held at New Delhi on 17th October, 2014 and release of fi ve new 
archaeological publications by HCM during this occasion.

 x) ASI organized a meeting with Tourism Secretaries of all States/Union 
Territories on 10th November, 2014 at New Delhi chaired by HCM which 
was aimed at developing tourist facilities in monuments and better 
coordination between the Ministries of Culture and Tourism departments 
of the State Governments and UTs.

ASI’s Conservation work in Ta- Prohm (Before & After)



 xi) The process to have a web-based E-Ticketing platform for ASI ticketed 
monuments has been initiated.  The pilot project will be started for Taj 
Mahal, Agra. After the initiation of the pilot project, E-Ticketing will be 
rolled out for all other ticketed monuments throughout the country.

2.2 National Monuments Authority (NMA) 

National Monuments Authority (NMA) under the Ministry of Culture, Govt. 
of India has been setup as per provisions of The Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains AMASR (Amendment and Validation) Act, 
2010 which was enacted in March, 2010.   NMA has assigned the task of for the 
protection and preservation of monuments and sites through management of the 
prohibited and regulated area around the centrally protected monuments. One 
amongst these responsibilities of NMA is also to consider grant of permissions to 
applicants for construction related activity in the prohibited and regulated area.

Major Achievements
378 out of 477 applications seeking permission from the National Monuments 

Authority for construction related activities in the regulated areas of centrally 
protected monuments were disposed off in the last six months.

Meeting of Tourism Secretaries
(10th November 2014)

Meeting of Tourism Secretaries
(10th November 2014)

http://nmma.nic.in/nmma
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2.3 Museums

Major Achievements
 i) The Ministry organized a Museum 

Stake-holders’ Consultation 
attended by Museum Heads. 

 ii) A Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed 
between Tate Museum, UK and 
MoC on cultural collaborations

 iii) Under the Vivekananda Memorial Programme for Museum Excellence 
Art Institute of Chicago (AIC) did a Seminar on ‘Exhibitions Planning and 
Management’. Selected professionals from Museums were sent on a 
2-week fellowship to Chicago.

http://www.nationalmuseumindia.gov.in/


 iv) The National portal of Museums www.museumsofi ndia.gov.in showing a 
part of the combined digitized collections of the 10 selected Museums 
under MoC/ASI, was inaugurated by Hon’ble Culture Minister.

 v) A Workshop for preparation an Art Acquisition Policy for Museums was 
held in the Allahabad Museum.

2.3.1 National Museum, New Delhi
National Museum is a Subordinate Offi ce of the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of 

India. Set up in 1949, the Museum possesses more than 2 lakhs artifacts. The main 
objectives of the National Museum are as given under:

 a) To collect antiquities and art objects of Historical, Cultural and Artistic 
signifi cance for the purpose of their protection and interpretation 
(research).

 b) To disseminate knowledge about the signifi cance of the objects in respect 
of history, culture and artistic excellence and achievements.

 c) To serve as a cultural centre for enjoyment and interaction of the people 
in and around artistic and cultural activity.

 d) To serve as epitome of national identity.

www.museumsofindia.gov.in
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Major Achievements
 i) National Museum-New Delhi initiated a monthly lecture series by scholars, 

museum directors, and other. 

 ii) Two new galleries were opened in the Museum viz. Tradition, Art and 
Continuity Gallery and Jewellry Gallery 



 iii) Three exhibitions organized – The Body in Indian Art.  A Passionate Eye: 
Textiles, Paintings and Sculptures from the Bharany Donation.  Unearthing 
Pattanam: Histories, Cultures, Crossings.

2.3.2. National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi
The National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), New Delhi is the premier Art 

museum of the country and was founded in the year 1954.  It is a subordinate 
offi ce of the Ministry of Culture. Its objectives include collecting art objects of 
historical, cultural and artistic signifi cance with a view to display, protect, preserve 
and disseminate knowledge about the signifi cance of the objects in respect of 
history, culture and artistic excellence and achievements. It also strives to serve 
as a cultural centre for enjoyment and interaction in artistic and cultural activity 
and thereby emerges as the epitome of national identity and unity.  NGMA, 
New Delhi has approximately 17,500 works of art of diverse nature refl ecting the 
cultural heritage of the country since 1850 A.D. Its collections comprise sculptures, 
paintings, drawings, graphics photographs etc. This institution is engaged in 
collecting, preserving and actively building a front-ranking institution which 
houses masterpieces that trace the trajectory of modern Indian art, through the 
transformation of the pictorial language.

Major Achievements
 i) Three Important exhibitions were organized viz.“Celebrating Habitat: The 

Real, The Virtual and The Imaginary” Retrospective Exhibition on eminent 
architect Shri Balkrishna Doshi, “Celebrating Indigenous Printmaking” 
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special exhibition of Graphic Prints from the collection of NGMA  and “Raj 
Rewal: Memory, Metaphor and Meaning in his Constructed Landscape” 
Curated by A.G. Krishna Menon and Rahoul B. Singh.

 ii) In continuation of its partnership with Google Art Project NGMA, New 
Delhi launched on 31st July 2014 two online exhibits from its art collection 
of artists JAMINI ROY & AMRITA SHER-GIL.

 iii) NGMA’s annual Summer Workshop was held in the NGMA premises for 60 
students in each of the three age groups. 191 children participated. 

National Gallery of Modern Art, Bengaluru
 i) Five major Exhibitions like Raja Deen Dayal Photographic Exhibition organized.
 ii) Philately exhibition organized.



2.3.3 Indian Museum, Kolkata
The Indian Museum, Kolkata is the oldest museum in the Asia Pacifi c region 

of the world. It was established on 2nd  February, 1814 under the guidance of 
Dr. Nathaniel Wallich at the Asiatic Society and was earlier known as Asiatic 
Museum and then as Imperial Museum.In 1866, its governance was transferred 
to a body corporate called Trustees of the Indian Museum, under Indian Museum 
Act no. XVII of 1866.  The foundation of the present Victorian edifi ce was laid in 

National Gallery of Modern Art, Mumbai
 i) 3 Exhibitions were organized viz.“Amrita Sher-Gil: The Passionate Quest” 
 ii) “Visual Archives of Kulwant Roy” (Image 34 and 35) and “Music and 

Goddess” 
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1867 and completed in 1875, with W. L. Granville as architect.On  April1, 1878 
the Museum was opened to the public at the present building on Chowringhee 
Road, overlooking the Kolkata Maidan.The Current administration of IM is in 
accordance with the Indian Museum Act, no. X of 1910, as amended up to 1960. 
The Chairman of the Board of Trustees on the Indian Museum is HE the Governor 
of West Bengal.

Major Achievements
 i) The Museum, which is the oldest Museum in India celebrated its bi-

centenary on 02-02-2014.
  ii) Indian Museum is organising an international exhibition titled “Indian 

Buddhist  Art” at Shanghai (China) and Tokyo (Japan) December 2, 2014 
to May 17, 2015.
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2.3.4 Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata
The Victoria Memorial Hall (VMH) was founded on the initiative of Lord 

Curzon as a period museum in memory of Queen Victoria with particular 
emphasis on Indo-British history. Built on a 57-acre land and called the ‘Taj 
of the Raj’ because of its recognition as the fi nest specimen of Indo-British 
architecture in India, the VMH was formally opened to the public in 1921, and 
declared an institution of National importance by the Government of India 
Act of 1935. Currently, the VMH is by far the most-visited museum in India, with 
nearly 20 lakh people visiting its galleries and more than 13 lakh people touring 
the gardens separately in 2013-14.

Major Achievements
 i) Tripadvisor, the world’s largest travel website, has awarded the VMH a 

“Certifi cate of Excellence” in both 2013 and 2014.  Lonely Planet, the largest 
travel guide book publisher in the world, has recognized the VMH as a “Top 
Choice,” and Fodor’s, the world’s largest publisher of English-language 
travel and tourism information, 
has given the VMH a “Fodor’s 
Choice” rating.

 ii) 3 important exhibitions were 
organized viz., ‘Orientalism 
Revisited: the Creative World 
of Asit Kumar Haldar’, ‘Wildlife 
in Africa: Through the Eyes of 
Colonel William Cornwallis Harris’ 
and ‘1857: The First Spark of 
Independence’.

2.3.5 Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad
The Salar Jung Museum in Hyderabad is a repository of the artistic 

achievements of various European, Asian and Far Eastern countries. The major 
portion of this collection was acquired by Nawab Mir Yousuf Ali Khan, popularly 
known as Salar Jung III who was the Prime Minister of the Nizam VII of Hyderabad.

After the demise of Salar Jung –III, the collection of precious art objects 
and his Library were housed in Dewan Deodi the ancestral palaces of the Salar 
Jung’s, which was opened to the public by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the then 
Prime Minister of India, on l6th December 1951. The administration of the Museum 
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continued to be vested in the Salar Jung Estate Committee till 1958. Thereafter, 
the heirs of Salar Jung Bahadur graciously agreed to donate the entire collection 
to the Government of India.  Through an Act of Parliament (Act of 26 of 1961) 
the Salar Jung Museum with its Library was declared as an Institution of National 
Importance. The administration was entrusted to an autonomous Board of 
Trustees with the Governor of Andhra Pradesh as its Ex-offi cio Chairman and 
ten other members representing the Government of India, the State of Andhra 
Pradesh, Osmania University and from the family of Salar Jung’s.

Major Achievements
Total 17 Exhibitions were organized on different themes, 6 lectures and 3 

seminars were organized.  They also hosted one module of training in partnership 
with British Museum, London.

2.3.6 Allahabad Museum
The Allahabad Museum was established in 1931 under the aegis of the 

Allahabad Municipal Board. Shri Brij Mohan Vyas, the Executive Offi cer of the 
Municipal Board, made over a huge collection of sculptures, terracotta’s and 
beads, etc., from Kaushambi, Bharhut and Bhumara. In 1938, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, as the President of the Indian National Congress, also donated most of his 
family mementoes of the freedom struggle to enrich the Museum’s collection. 
Anagarik Govinda, a Buddhist monk of German origin, also donated many of his 
paintings and sketches. Recognizing its utility and service to the community, he 
laid the foundation stone of the present building located in the Alfred Park (now 



Chandrashekhar Azad Park) after independence on 14th December, 1947 and 
the Museum moved into its new building in 1953-54.

Major Achievements
 i) An exhibition based on paintings of Asit Kumar Haldar was jointly organized 

with Victoria Memorial Hall (VMH) at Kolkata.
 ii) National Exhibition on Shiva in Indian Art was organized.

2.3.7 National Council of Science Museums
National Council of Science Museums (NCSM), an autonomous organization 

under the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India was registered as a society on April 4, 
1978 on the recommendations of a Task Force constituted by the Union Planning 
Commission in early 1970’s to assess the activities of the Science Museums both 
existing and upcoming. The Task Force also recommended setting up Science 
Museums/centres in different parts of the country at National, State and District 
levels. Presently NCSM administers and manages 25 science museums/centres 
spread across the country and it is the world’s largest network of science centres 
and museums that functions under a single administrative umbrella. For last 35 years 
the Council has developed a nationwide infrastructure of 48 science museums & 
centres. The NCSM is managed by a Society whose President is the Hon’ble Minister 
of Culture. There is also a Governing Body comprising of Ex Offi cio Members and 
Experts. The Chairman of the present Governing Body is Prof. R.C.Sobti.
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The Council has been engaged in creating awareness on Science & 
Technology, developing scientifi c temper in society and promoting science literacy 
throughout the length and breadth of the country. Its outreach activities throughout 
the year aspire to develop a culture of science and innovation by engaging people 
from all segments of the society in the process of science & technology.

Major Achievements
 i) Pilikula Regional Science Centre 

inaugurated on October 1, 2014 
(Image 16) and Six Innovation 
Hubs inaugurated. 

 ii) Mobile Science Exhibition unit 
on ‘Hands-On Science’ at NBSC, 
Siliguri was inaugurated.

 iii) Cricket’ exhibition for Festival 
of India in South Africa was 
inaugurated at Johannesburg, 
South Africa.



 iv) ‘Mathematics’ Gallery was 
developed at Distic Science 
Center, Gulbarga, Karnataka.

 v) Modernised ‘Engine Hall’ gallery 
Science on Sphere’ were inaugurated at VITM, Bengaluru.

2.3.8 National Museum Institute, New Delhi
The National Museum Institute (NMI), an autonomous organization fully 

funded by the Ministry of Culture was established as a Society in January 1989 
and declared a Deemed to be University in April 1989.  This is the only University 
in India, exclusively devoted to the subjects related to museums.  It is presently 
functioning in the premises of the National Museum at Janpath, New Delhi.  As per 
its Memorandum of Association, Hon’ble Minister for Culture is the Chairperson 
of the Society and also the Chancellor of the University.  The Director General, 
National Museum is the ex-offi cio Vice-Chancellor of the Institute. The main 
objectives of the Institute are as follows:

 a) To provide courses of study, training and research in different fi elds of 
History of Art, Conservation and Museology.
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 b) To provide and offer facilities for fundamental research in the above fi elds 
of study.

 c) To collaborate with other national institutions dealing with the cultural 
property in order to share the material, curatorial/technical expertise and 
facilities.

 d) To interact on a continuous basis at the national level to improve standards 
of teaching in the above fi elds.

This year the National Museum Institute is cel ebrating its Silver Jubilee.

Major Achievements 
 i) First Indo-Austrian of Summer School Organization at Vienna ICOM-CC 

Triennial Conference, India Bursaries for participation at Melbourne.
 ii) 23rd Session of Indian Art History Congress Conference.

2.3.9  National Research Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Property, 
Lucknow 

National Research Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Property, 
Lucknow is a subordinate of offi ce to the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India and 
was established in 1976. It was recognized as scientifi c institution by Department 
of Science and Technology in the year 1985. The aims and objectives of the 
laboratory are as under. 

 a) To develop conservational capabilities through scientifi c research and 
training.



 b) To advance conservation practices through development and 
implementation of fi eld projects.

 c) Dissemination of information through conferences, workshops and 
publishing research papers in scientifi c journals.

 d) Setting up of conservation laboratories.
 e) Collaboration with international professional organizations.

Major Achievements
 i) 35 students of MA Museology from various Universities underwent a 

conservation course organized by NRLC, Lucknow. A four days workshop 
on Preventive Conservation of Museum Objects was organized at Sikkim 
State Archives, Gangtok and 42 participants attended the workshop.

 ii) More than 5000 artifacts were conserved under this scheme in various 
projects 

2.4 National Culture Fund (NCF) 

The National Culture Fund (NCF) was set up as a Trust under the Charitable 
Endowments Act, 1890 through Gazette Notifi cation No.695, dated 28th 
November, 1996 on the basis of the recommendations of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Human Resource Development contained in its 10th 
Report. This was done with the aim to mobilizing extra resources. It was formally 
launched on 29th March, 1997. The Fund aims at inviting the participation of 
the Corporate Sector, NGOs, State Governments, Private/Public Sector and 
individuals in the task of promoting, protecting and preserving India’s cultural 
heritage both tangible and intangible

Major Achievements 
 i) NCF and UCO Bank, Chandigarh have come together for providing visitor 

amenities at the Hidimba Dev Temple, Himachal Pradesh. UCO bank has 
contributed a sum of Rs 20.0 lacs for the project. NCF has released Rs 15.0 
lacs for the project in the month of December 2014. 

 ii) On 14.10.14, an MoA was signed between National Culture Fund (NCF), 
Ministry of Culture & Indian Institute of craft Development, Jaipur under 
Housing & Urban Development Corporation (HUDCO) CSR for organizing 
a residential and on-site training workshop for craftsmen in built heritage 
to upgrade their skills for restoration of historic Sites & Monuments. 

http://ncf.nic.in/
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 iii) On 14.10.2014, an MoA was signed between National Culture Fund 
(NCF), and Droher on 14.10.14 for preparation of Draft Project Report for 
conserving 175 year Old Rangji Temple at Pushkar Rajasthan.

 iv) On 30th October, 2014, an MoU was signed between the National Culture 
Fund (NCF), Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and Bharat Heavy 
Electricals Limited (BHEL) to undertake the refurbishment of Swatantrata 
Sangram Sanghrahalaya, Red Fort, New Delhi, a museum dedicated to 
the sacred memory of all the countless freedom fi ghters of India. The scope 
of work includes up-gradation of Museum Infrastructure, up-gradation 
and redesigning the Museum Galleries, designing public programmes, 
introducing outreach events and Audio-Visual Guides in multiple languages 
and visitor facilities.

2.5 International Cultural Relations (ICR) 

ICR deals with the following:-

 (a) Cultural Agreements and Cultural Exchange Programme: Ministry of 
Culture aims at disseminating Indian culture in new territories and develop 
cultural relations between India and various countries of the world through 
Cultural Agreements and Cultural Exchange Programmes (CEPs).  

 (b) Festival of India: Under the allocation of Business Rules, Ministry of Culture 
is mandated for conducting Festival of India abroad.  

 (c) Schemes
 (i) Grant-in-aid to Indo- Foreign Friendship Cultural Societies 
   The funding under this Scheme is by way of authorization to Ministry 

of External Affairs to release the fund to the Indian Missions abroad 
for further distribution to Foreign Friendship Cultural Societies.

 (ii) Scheme on International Cultural Relations
  A new Scheme for Promoting International Cultural Relations with the 

objective to disseminate and create awareness about various forms of 
Indian culture abroad has been launched during 12th fi ve year plan 
(2012-2017). The components of the Scheme are as under:-

• Financial assistance for artists & cultural professionals going 
abroad for seminars, festivals and exhibitions on cultural subject. 

• Financial assistance to foreign artists and cultural professionals 
to study and/or learn Indian culture in any form. 

http://indiaculture.nic.in/scheme-promoting-international-cultural-relations/


• Financial assistance for participation in international and 
domestic book fairs and international events.

Major Achievements
 i) Festival of India were conducted successfully in China (Circuits 1 to 3), 

South Africa and Japan (1st Leg).  Action has been initiated for conducting 
FOI in Indonesia, Malaysia and Myanmar from January 2015.

 ii) FOI Scheme under the’ Plan’ Budget Head was got approved by Standing 
Finance Committee.

 iii) Meetings conducted with our Missions abroad through Video Conferencing 
for conducting FOI.
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 iv) 3rd Meeting of the SAARC Culture Ministers was held successfully in New 
Delhi in September 2014 after a gap of 8 years since the 2nd Meeting was 
held in Kathmandu in 2006.  Culture Ministers of various SAARC countries 
participated in the meeting and agreed on the SAARC agenda for 
Culture for 2014-17 in the form of Delhi Resolution.

 v) The SAARC Heads of Government met in Kathmandu and agreed for 
enhanced focus on cultural relations.  

 vi) India hosted SAARC Traditional Dance Festival from September 26-29, 2014.
 vii) The India-China collaboration between Cultural Institutions was signed 

during the State visit of President of China
 viii) The India-Australia collaboration in Cultural Exchanges was signed during 

the visit of Prime Minister of India to Australia.
 ix) The India-Vietnam collaboration in Cultural Exchanges was signed during 

the visit of Prime Minister of Vietnam to India.
 x) JWG Meeting with Russia was held in New Delhi on 4-11-2014 and the Protocol 

of the twentieth meeting of the India-Russia Working Group on Culture and 
Tourism of India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade, Economic, 
Scientifi c, Technical and Cultural Cooperation was signed.
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 xi) India was the signatory to the joint declaration of the ASEM Culture Ministers 
for enhanced cultural relations creative industries between Asia and Europe.

2.6  United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

The Ministry deals with two UNESCO Conventions, which have been ratifi ed 
by India. These are: ‘Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage’ (2003) and ‘Convention for the Protection and Promotion of the 
Diversity of Cultural Expressions’ (2005).

Achievements

 (i) The ninth session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage was held at UNESCO Headquarters, 
Paris, from 24 to 28 November 2014.   India was one of the 24 committee 
members.  During that meeting, India’s nomination of ‘Traditional brass 
and cooper craft of utensil making among the Thatheras of Jandiala 
Guru, Punjab, India’ was unanimously accepted for inscription on the 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of humanity.   India 
now has a total of 11 elements inscribed, bringing it to number 8 position 
overall, in terms of inscriptions of UNESCO’s list of intangible treasures.

 (ii) Through the active lobbying of the Permanent Delegation of India to 
UNESCO with all concerned Delegations, notably the regional Asia 
Pacifi c Group, India was nominated as Vice Chair to the Committee for 
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage from November 2014 
until November 2015. 

2.7 National Missions 

2.7.1 National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities
The National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities was launched on 

March 19, 2007 with a budgetary out lay of Rs.90.00 crore. Its mandate includes 
preparation of a National Register for Built Heritage, Sites and Antiquities and 
setting up of State Level database on Built Heritage, Sites and Antiquarian 
wealth for information and dissemination to planners, researchers, etc. and for 
better management of such cultural resources. The time frame prescribed for 
the NMMA to accomplish its mandate is fi ve years.

http://www.unesco.org/
http://nmma.nic.in


National Mission has engaged 22 State Project Coordinators to coordinate 
and implement various activities of National Mission at each state and to liaison 
between state Level Implementation Committee and NMMA.

Achievements
 (i) Documentation of Antiquities: NMMA has documented 1, 50,000 (1.5 

lakh) antiquities during 2014-15. By March 2015 it is estimated to complete 
the documentation of 1, 20,000 Antiquities by NMMA in addition. Till date 
total 12, 50,000 (12.5 Lakh) antiquities has been documented. Data on 
Antiquities of about 35,000 nos. has been uploaded during 2014-15 in 
its website. Total 3,12, 848 data has been uploaded in NMMA website. 
Browsing of the uploaded data may be done on NMMA website: nmma.
nic.in. A separate link of NMMA website has been provided to the website 
of Ministry of Culture to access the uploaded data of Built Heritage, Sites 
and Antiquities for its wider viewership.

 (ii) Documentation of Built heritage and sites from various secondary 
sources: Compilation of Data on Built Heritage & Sites from various district 
Gazetteers,  Unpublished thesis and from other published sources is under 
progress. More than 809 monuments and sites have been completed on 
the prescribed format of National Mission in the month of November 2014. 
Till date a total number of 1909 sites with archaeological remains have 
been completed along with 400 antiquities of Vikramshila Museum.

 (iii) State level implementation Committee Meeting held in 2014-15: During 
the year 2014-15 the SLIC meetings were held in Assam, Bihar, Nagaland, 
Kerala Karnataka and Maharashtra. The SLIC meeting of State of Sikkim is 
due to be held in February, 2015.  

 (iv) Up gradation of NMMA website: NMMA has fi nalized the up gradation of 
NMMA website in consultation of NIC. The 2nd version of the website which 
would be more interactive and user friendly will be fi nalized within 4-5 months 
time. It is expected new version will be launched before 31st March 2015.

 (v) Regional Workshops on documentation of Built Heritage, Sites and 
Antiquities: Three Regional workshops are being organized at Bhopal, 
Goa and Bangaluru with the State authorities and DRCs to streamline 
the activities of NMMA in the respective states. First regional workshop 
is scheduled to be held at Bhopal on 22-23 December 2014. Further two 
workshops are scheduled to be held in the month of January and Feb-
Mach at Bangalore and Goa respectively. Dates are being fi nalized.

www.nmma.nic.in
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2.7.2 National Mission for Manuscripts
The specifi c objectives of locating, documenting, conserving, preserving 

and disseminating the knowledge content of India’s manuscripts is carried out 
by National Mission on Manuscripts. 

Achievements 
7.5 TB digitized data is processed for uploading on the website. Manuscript 

Resource Centers (MRC-s) and Manuscript Conservation Centers (MCC-s) in states 
collects data on manuscripts located in various places conserve and preserve them. 
A number of other programmes are designed to promote manuscript conservation, 
manuscript digitization and scholarship through manuscript studies workshops.

2.7.3 National Mission on Libraries
National Mission on Libraries was launched on 3rd February,2014 by Hon’ble 

President of India. Under the scheme, 6 libraries under the Culture Ministry, 35 Central 
Libraries in states and 35 District Libraries are to be developed as model libraries, with 
emphasis on developing these libraries in economically backward districts. Further, 
629 district libraries across the states would be provided network connectivity. 

Achievements 
For the creation of National Virtual Library of India (NVLI) the EOI has already 

been fl oated, the work of Quantitative & Qualitative Survey has already started 
and INFLIBNET has been identifi ed as the main centre for providing training to the 
library staff. Regarding modernization and up-gradation of Libraries as Model 
Libraries funds are being issued for various activities to Central State and District 
libraries as per the policy guidelines of NML.

| G
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2.7.4 National Mission on Gandhi Heritage Sites
 Based on the recommendation of the Gandhi Heritage Sites panel “Gandhi 

Heritage Sites Mission” with a fi xed term of 5 years was created in 2013. The 
Mission’s mandate is to preserve for posterity the identifi ed sites and to supervise, 
guide and assist in conservation initiatives, maintenance or preservation 
initiatives and the creation of a database of tangible, literary and visual heritage 
associated with Gandhi.

The Mission Secretariat is headed by a Joint Secretary to Government of 
India who is ex- offi cio Secretary to the Mission. The Mission is headquartered 
at New Delhi and in order to strengthen links with State Governments and to 
coordinate the implementation of the Mission’s projects, the Zonal Cultural 
Centers (North, South, East, West and Central Zone) under the Ministry of Culture, 
are associated with the Mission.

Achievements 

(i) Mission secretariat has been set up and regular meetings of the Mission 
are being held from December 2013 onwards.

 (ii) Various mandatory committees have been constituted. They are: 
(a) Archival Committee; (b) Museum Committee; (c) Conservation 
Committee; (d) Date base Committee; and (e) Finance Committee.

 (iii) The Mission has approved the following projects:-
 (a) Upgradation of the Gandhi Ashram Trust at Noakhali Bangladesh.
 (b) Upgradation of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore, Kolkata
 (c) Setting up a permanent exhibit on Mahatma Gandhi at 

Pietermaritzburg Railway Station, South Africa.
 (d) Creation and Verifi cation of Database relating to Gandhi Heritage 

Sites for creating a comprehensive list.
 (e) Developing the Architectural Framework for the Heritage Sites.
 (f) Procurement of the digital version of the original copies of the 

“Indian Opinion” from the National Library of South Africa for the 
year 1930 to 1949.

 (g) Creation of an interactive website for the GHSM.
 (iv) Gandhi Heritage Portal (www.gandhiheritageportal.com)

On the recommendation of the Gandhi Heritage Sites Panel, the Gandhi 
Heritage Portal has been set up by the Government of India. The portal is 

www.gandhiheritageportal.com
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hosted on the Ministry’s website and has been designed and developed by the 
Sabarmati Ashram Preservation and Memorial Trust (SAPMT), Ahmedabad. The 
Trust also maintains the Portal. Documents related to Mahatma Gandhi in India 
and abroad are being compiled and placed on the Portal which will serve as 
an Electronic Library of Gandhiji’s life and achievements.  The central objective 
of the Portal is to preserve and perpetuate his invaluable heritage with proper 
research and in an authentic manner. 79,203 pages have been uploaded from 
April 2014 to November 2014.

3. Intangible Cultural Heritage 

3.1 National School of Drama 

The National School of Drama is one of the foremost theatre training 
institutions in the world and the only one of its kind in India. In 1975, it was 
registered as an autonomous organization under the Societies Registration Act 
XXI of 1860, fully fi nanced by the Ministry of Culture. It was set up as a centre 
of excellence to provide training in Dramatic Arts. The 3-years post graduate 
course provides comprehensive training in drama & theatre. The School has 
two performing wings, Repertory Company and Theatre-in-Education Company 
(renamed Sanskar Rang Toli). 

Objectives
 (a) development of suitable patterns of teaching in all branches of drama; 
 (b) to raise of the technical standards of Indian plays;
 (c) to provide undergraduate and post-graduate teaching in the art & craft 

of drama and its allied subjects;
 (d) to conduct and promote research in classical, traditional and modern 

drama in India and abroad;
 (e) to establish a Repertory Company and regional schools;
 (f) to produce, direct and perform plays; 
 (g) to undertake translation and publication plays in Hindi and other regional 

languages, etc. 

http://indiaculture.nic.in/intangible-cultural-heritage
http://nsd.gov.in/


Achievements 
 (i) Imparts three year teaching/training programme in dramatics, in which 26    

students are admitted from across the country through two tier selection 
process.

  (iii) “Bharat Rang Mahotsav (BRM)” is organised annually. Foreign countries 
also participate in the festival. 

 (iv) “Jashnebachpan” - National children theatre festival held in November, 
2014.

 (v) Five day theatre festival each at Guwahati and Shiv Sagar (Assam) and 
Tura (Meghalaya) organised.

3.2 Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts 

The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) was set up in 1987 
by a Resolution of the Government of India as a fully Autonomous Trust.  The 
Government appointed its fi rst Trustees with seven members and the Executive 
Committee.  The Trust was registered through a Deed of Declaration. However, 
the IGNCA Trust was reconstituted by the Government from time to time.

Objectives
 (a) to serve as the major Research Centre for Arts;
 (b) to undertake Research and Publication;
 (c) to provide a forum of creative dialogue; and
 (d) to facilitate the understanding of the dynamic of the culture.

Achievements
 (i) Organised an exhibition on “Brhadisvara: The Monument and the Living 

Traditions”.
 (ii) Organised a special exhibition on “Phulkari and Gond paintings” in 

collaboration with Times International Folk Festival and “Vintage 
Photographs of Raja DeenDayal” by Southern Regional Centre of 
IGNCA. 

 (iii) A project on Audio Visual cultural archives is being implemented for 
digitization of audio-visual repository in different institutions of the country.

 (iv) The project “Vedic Heritage Portal” has been initiated.

http://ignca.nic.in/
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 (v) Organised an exhibition on “Africans in India: a Rediscovery”.
 (vi) An exhibition on Rock Art was organised at Yinchuan World Rock Art 

Museum, China.

3.3 Akademies 

3.3.1 Sahitya Akademi
The Sahitya Akademi was formally inaugurated by the Government of 

India on 12 March 1954. The Government of India Resolution, which set forth 
the constitution of the Akademi, described it as a national organization to work 
actively for the development of Indian letters and to set high literary standards, 
to foster and co-ordinate literary activities in all the Indian languages and to 
promote through them the cultural unity of the country. Though set up by the 
Government, the Akademi functions as an autonomous organization. It was 
registered as a society on 7 January 1956, under the Societies Registration 
Act, 1860. Sahitya Akademi, India’s National Academy of Letters, is the central 
institution for literary dialogue, publication and promotion in the country and the 
only institution that undertakes literary activities in twenty four Indian languages, 
including English. Over the last 60 years of its dynamic existence, it has ceaselessly 
endeavoured to promote good taste and healthy reading habits, to keep alive 
the intimate dialogue among the various linguistic and literary zones.  

Achievements 
 (i) Undertakes literary activities in twenty-four Indian languages, including 

English.

http://sahitya-akademi.gov.in


 (ii) Has published about 4800 titles so far.
 (iii) Initiated new literary programmes such as ‘Nari Chetna’ for women writers, 

‘Purvotari’ for North-East writers.
 (iv) Set up a project offi ce at Agartala for promotion of Tribal and Oral literature.
 (v) Set up Centers for Translation in Bangalore and Kolkata and an Archives 

of Indian Literature in Delhi.
 (vi) Organised festival of Letters - “Sahityotsav” and two International Poetry 

Festivals namely “Sabad” in which poets from 21 countries participated 
and “Waves- Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) Poetry Festival” in 
which 20 countries bordering Indian Ocean participated.

 (vii) Organised ‘Nari Chetna’ programme at Delhi in July, 2014, Birth 
Centenary Seminar on Sradhakar Supakar at Sambalpur, symposium on 
Birth Centenary of Sanjivdev at Tenali, Workshop on Translation from Hindi 
to Bodo in September, 2014, participated in Frankfurt International Book 
Fair in October, 2014 and Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2014 Presentation Function 
at Bengaluru in November, 2014.

 (viii) Sahitya Akademi Awards, 
2013 were given in 24 Indian 
languages.

 (ix) Published six issues each of 
“Indian Literature”, “Sama-
kaleena Bharatiya Sahitya” 
and two issues of “Samskrita 
Pratibha” in 2013-14.
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3.3.2 Lalit Kala Akademi
Lalit Kala Akademi was inaugurated on August 5, 1954 by the Honorable 

Minister for Education, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. The Akademi was given 
statutory authority in 1957 under the Societies Registration Act 1860. Since its 
establishment, it has been serving the entire country by promoting creative 
endeavors of Indian artists and bringing their arts to bear upon a large number 
of people thereby playing an important role in defi ning and redefi ning, the 
sensibility of an entire culture falling under the visual arts spectrum. The Akademi 
is housed at Rabindra Bhavan Complex at Delhi and has Regional Centre at 
Chennai, Lucknow, Kolkata, Bhubaneshwar, Shimla and Garhi in Delhi as well as 
a camp offi ce at Shillong.

Achievements
 (i) Participated in 15th Asian Art Biennale, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
 (ii) Organised an Exhibition on contemporary art titled ‘Moderns’ in Vienna 

(Austria) under bilateral agreement between LKA and University of Applied 
Art, Vienna and “National tribal Art Exhibiton” at Delhi in May, 2014.

 (iii) Celebrated 60th Anniversary of Lalit Kala Akademi, organised an exhibition 
on Artists’s India from its collection in August, 2014, hosted an exhibition 
“Resonance of Swami Vivekananda and Art of Nandlal Bose” and 
Calligraphy Workshop titled “Spirits of Delhi” at Delhi in September, 2014.

  (iv) Organised an exhibition and sale “Art for a Cause” in November, 2014 and 
sale proceeds were donated to “Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund” 
and screened various fi lm shows at Kaustubh Auditorium during the year.

3.3.3. Sangeet Natak Akademi
Sangeet Natak Akademi – India’s national academy of music, dance 

and drama was created by a resolution of the (then) Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, dated 31 May 1952. The Akademi’s charter of functions 
was expanded along the original lines in 1961, when Sangeet Natak Akademi 
was reconstituted by the Government as a Society and registered under the 
Societies Registration Act of 1860 (as amended in 1957). Since its inception the 
Akademi has been functioning as the apex body in the fi eld of performing arts, 
preserving and promoting the vast intangible heritage of India’s diverse culture 
expressed in forms of music, dance and drama.  The Akademi coordinates and 
collaborates with government and arts academies of different States and Union 
Territories, as also with major cultural institutions in the country. The Akademi 



establishes and looks after institutions and projects of national importance in the 
fi eld of the performing arts.

Achievements
 (i) Has a museum with a collection of over 2000 objects related to the performing 

arts including musical instruments, masks, puppets and headgears. Has a 
library with a specialized collection of over 20000 books on music, dance 
and drama. Provides grants to cultural institutions/individuals for academic 
research, productions and documentations in performing arts.

 (ii) Organised “NRITYARUPA – A Mosaic of Indian Dance” feautring Kathakali, 
Bharatanatyam, Manipuri, Kathak, Chhau and Odissi in March, 2014, 
“DESAJ – Festival of Tribal and Folk Performing Arts Of India” at New Delhi 
in February, 2014, ‘Jashn-e-Qawwali’ in association with Bharat Bhavan, 
‘Saptkam – a septet of Indian Dance’ in July 2014, Festival of Dance, 
Music and Drama in August, 2014, “NRITYAUTSAV – Festival of Dance” in 
collaboration with Govt. Of Himachal Pradesh in Oct, 2014 and cultural 
festival of SAARC countries in 
September, 2014.

 (iii) Over 1000 artists have been 
honoured with Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Awards. It 
carries prize money of Rs. 1 
lakh in cash, a Tamrapatra 
and an Angavastram.
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 (iv) Instituted Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar for the young artists in fi eld 
of music, dance and drama.

 (v) Has built up an archive of audio and video tapes, photographs, slides 
and fi lms on the performing arts. 

3.4 The Centre for Cultural Resources and Training 

The Centre for Cultural Resources & Training was set up on May 29, 1979 by 
the India. CCRT has three regional centres at Udaipur (Rajasthan), Hyderabad 
(Andhra Pradesh and Guwahati (Assam). For the past thirty three years, the 
Centre for Cultural Resources and Training (CCRT) has been working in the fi eld 
of linking education with culture.

Objectives
 (a) Propagation of Culture among  students
 (b) Cultural Talent Search Scholarship Scheme

Achievements
 (i) 1,50,000 in-service Government school teachers have been trained so far.
 (ii) 6,30,000 school students and children have participated in different 

educational activities.
 (iii) 22, 482 educational kits consisting of audio-visual material have been 

distributed so far.
 (iv) 11,000 scholarships have been awarded to young talented children of 

10-14 age group under Cultural Talent Search Scholarship Scheme.
 (v) Work in progress for a roadmap for Arts Management in collaboration 

with various institutions.

M CC |||| GG
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3.5 Kalakshetra Foundation 

Kala kshetra literally means a sanctifi ed place of the Arts. Deriving inspiration 
from this noble ideal, Kalakshetra was established “with the sole purpose of 
resuscitating in modern India recognition of the priceless artistic traditions of our 
country and of imparting to the young the true spirit of art, devoid of vulgarity 
and commercialism”. The training of young and talented people by masters of 
art, in an atmosphere spiritual reverence, has been its main aim. 

Kalakshetra was established in 1936 by Rukmini Devi Arundale as an 
academy for the preservation of traditional values in dance, music, crafts and 
visual arts. It soon became a centre of excellence due entirely to her dedication 
and perseverance, achieving national and international recognition for its 
perfection and unique style.  Over the years it grew in stature and strength.  In 
1962, Kalakshetra shifted to its new campus in Tiruvanmiyur. Many renowned 
artists of Bharatanatyam, Kathakali and Carnatic music participated in nurturing 
Kalakshetra and maintaining the highest traditions in education and training. The 
focus of the institute is on the arts of India, particularly Bharatanatyam, as well as 
related subjects – instrumental and vocal music, visual art, percussion, the theory 
of music and dance, scholarly research into our textual heritage, crafts, aesthetics, 
history, and spirituality. The institution had the unique distinction of having had 
such scholars and musicians as Meenakshisundaram Pillai, Chokalingam Pillai, 
Dandayuthapani Pillai, S.Sarada, Tiger Varadachariar, Mysore Vasudevachariar, 
Papanasam Sivan, Mylapore Gowri Ammal, Veenai Sambasiva Iyer, Budalur 
Krishnamurthy Sastrigal, H.Ramachandra Sastry, M.D.Ramanathan, Chandu 
Panikkar and a host of other musical geniuses and inspired dancers as Principals 
and Professors in their respective disciplines.

Objectives
 (a) To promote Indian art and culture through study and the effi cient 

documentation and dissemination of information on Bharatanatyam, 
Carnatic music and the visual arts to students and to members of the 
general public

 (b) To provide an environment conducive to the study and practice of 
Bharatanatyam, Carnatic music and the visual arts

 (c) To instill in students an appreciation for the artistic heritage of India
 (d) To provide a platform to students and staff members for performing as a 

part of the world-class repertory company

http://www.kalakshetra.in/index.html
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 (e) To support staff development and promote staff morale through various 
staff welfare initiatives

 (f) To support deserving students by providing fi nancial support for their 
education

 (g) To provide an environment conducive to holistic education in the two 
schools administered by the Foundation

 (h) To promote the preservation of the traditional crafts
 (i) To support the Ministry of Culture in its efforts at preserving and promoting 

various aspects of Indian art and culture
 (j) To evolve and follow fi nancial practices that support the effi cient 

functioning of the Foundation
 (k) To ensure the effi cient functioning of the Governing Board and other 

administrative committees of the Foundation

Achievements
 (i) Organised Festival of India at various countries including Japan, Singapore 

and China.
 (ii) Organised Ramayana Festival at Delhi to present six-part vintage 

Ramayana.
 (iii) A project for revival of the languished Kodalli Karuppur saree from the 

rich weaving tradition of Tamil Nadu has been undertaken.
 (iv) Organised a three-day festival in October, 2013 to commemorate the 

bicentennial anniversary of the great poet-composer Maharaja Swati 
Tirunal of Travancore, and the Miradasi Festival as a tribute to the 
legendary musician M.S.Subbulakshmi and composer R.Vaidyanathan, 
and the Trinity Concert in memory of composer Muthuswamy Dikshitar.

3.6 Zonal Cultural Centres  

The Zonal Cultural Centres (ZCCs) were set up in the mid ‘80s to develop 
the cultures of various regions and also to set up mechanism for preservation 
and promotion of various elements of our rich cultural heritage as autonomous 
bodies. The ZCCs were required to concentrate on the folk arts, dance and 
music. The mandate behind setting up the ZCCs was to bind the nation culturally 
while retaining the individuality of the regions that comprise them. 
Objectives 

 (a) to preserve and promote the projection and dissemination of arts in the 
concerned zone; 



  (b) to develop and promote their rich diversity; 
  (c) to encourage folk and tribal arts and aid the preservation of vanishing 

arts; 
  (d) to involve youth in creative cultural communication, and lay special 

emphasis on the linkages among different areas and their contribution to 
Indian culture.

Location of ZCCs:  The fi rst ZCC to be set up was the North Zone Culture 
Centre (NZCC) in Punjab on 23rd March, 1985.  Subsequently six other ZCCs were 
set up in various parts of the country. The details in this regard are as under:

Sl.
No.

ZCC Headquarter Member States No. of Member 
States/UTs

1. North Zone 
Cultural Centre 
(NZCC)

Patiala Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and Union 
Territory of Chandigarh.  

7

2. Eastern Zonal 
Cultural Centre 
(EZCC) 

Kolkata Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Manipur, 
Orissa, Sikkim, Tripura, West Bengal 
and the Union Territory of Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands.

9

3. South Zone 
Cultural Centre 
(SZCC) 

Thanjavur Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Telangana, Tamil Nadu,  Union 
Territories of Andaman & Nicobar, 
Lakshadweep and Pondicherry.

8

4. West Zone 
Cultural Centre 
(WZCC) 

Udaipur Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Goa, 
Gujarat, Union Territories of Daman 
& Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

6

5. South Central 
Zone Cultural 
Centre 
(SCZCC)

Nagpur Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Chhattisgarh. 5

6. North Central 
Zone Cultural 
Centre 
(NCZCC) 

Allahabad Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Bihar, Haryana, NCT of Delhi, 
Rajasthan and Uttarakhand. 7

7. North East Zone 
Cultural Centre 
(NEZCC)

Dimapur Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura.

8
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Schemes being implemented by ZCCs:
• National Cultural Exchange Programme:  With a view to present art forms 

of one region to another and expose the diverse cultural heritage of each 
region to the rest of the country, the folk artistes are sent on exchange 
manner to participate in the programmes organized by the seven Zonal 
Cultural Centres.

• Guru Shishya Parampara Scheme:  The Scheme was introduced in  2003-04 
with a view to promote development of new talents in the fi eld of music 
and dance, folk and tribal art forms, under the able guidance of Gurus.

• Young Talented Artistes Scheme: The Scheme was introduced during the 
year 2004-05 to recognize and encourage young talents in the folk arts 
forms of different regions in the country. 

• Documentation of Vanishing Art Forms: Under the Scheme, documentation 
of various folk and tribal art forms is undertaken, especially of those which 
are seen to be vanishing.

• Theater Rejuvenation Scheme:  Under this scheme the ZCCs organize 
theatre shows and workshops and provide a common platform for the 
traditional and the contemporary theatre.

• Shilpagram Activities: ZCCs have set up Shilpagrams at Chandigarh, 
Khajuraho, Udaipur, Guwahati, Allahabad and Shantiniketan to 
encourage various forms of folk arts and crafts from rural India. These 
Shilpagrams are attracting a large number of domestic as well as foreign 
visitors. Through these Shilpagrams, a number of artistes and artisans are 
benefi ted and people are made aware of our rich cultural heritage.

OCTAVE - Festival of the North East and J&K Festival:  All the ZCCs participate in 
these National level festivals organized every year in New Delhi and/or other 
places. A large number of folk artistes from all corners of the country perform 
during these festivals to showcase the diverse folk arts of our country.

Achievements (ZCCs)
 (i) Silver Jubilee Celebrations:

Opening Ceremony of Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Zonal Cultural Centres 
(ZCCs) `Maati Ke Rang’ was inaugurated on 13th April, 2012 at Panchkula, 
Haryana by Hon’ble Prime Minister in the august presence of Chairperson UPA.  
All 7 ZCCs organised year long programmes in the form of Yatras etc. throughout 
the country. The Closing Ceremony was held on 16th November, 2013 at Nagpur.



 (ii) Implementation of recommendations of Aiyyar Committee:

A committee was set up under the Chairmanship of Shri Mani Shankar Aiyyar, 
MP to review the performance of the 7 Zonal Cultural Centres. The committee 
made a total of 95 recommendations relating to structure, fi nances, functioning 
and focus of activities of the ZCCs. Almost all the recommendations have been 
accepted and requisite action has been initiated for their implementation. ZCCs 
have been also advised to seek due approvals of their respective governing 
bodies wherever required for implementation of these recommendations. All the 
ZCCs have been advised to ensure wider reach of their activities to cover remote 
areas rather than focusing on urban townships.  They have been asked to make 
cultural calendar of various festivals and melas to ensure larger participation of 
rural and tribal art forms. 

 (iii) Enhancement of Corpus of ZCCs:

During current year, GoI has provided 
additional support for corpus 
enhancement @ Rs. 10.00 crores to six 
ZCCs and Rs. 20.00 crores to NEZCC, 
Dimapur. Besides, contribution has 
also been given by the member 
States/UTs. The recurring expenses are 
met out of the interest earning from 
the corpus.

 (iv) Enhancement of remuneration 
paid to Gurus and Folk Artistes:

Remuneration paid to artistes and 
Gurus has been enhanced w.e.f.  
15.09.2014. In case of artistes - 100 % 
enhancement while in the case of 
Gurus - 50% enhancement.

 (v) Maati Ke Rang Festival’

The `Maati Ke Rang Festival’ will be 
held at Dimapur in January 2015 by 
NEZCC, Dimapur.
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4. Knowledge Resources Heritage 

4.1 Institutions 

4.1.1 National Archives of India
The National Archives of India, an attached offi ce under the Ministry of 

Culture, houses Central Government records of enduring value for permanent 
preservation and use by administrators and scholars. It has in its custody, private 
papers of eminent personalities of India and microfi lm copies of records acquired 
from abroad. Under its regular programme, the National Archives of India 
assists various Ministries/ Departments of the Government of India in their record 
management programmes, extends research facilities to scholars visiting from India 
and abroad and provides fi nancial assistance to various voluntary organisations 
for preservation of manuscripts in their custody as also to State/Union Territory 
Administration Archives for their development programmes, etc. It also tenders 
guidance to various government departments, voluntary institutions and individuals 
for imparting technical know-how for preservation of valuable records and papers.

The School of Archival Studies imparts training under its One  Year Diploma 
Course in Archives and Records Management and various Short Term Certifi cate 
Courses to Indian and foreign trainees. Under its programme of creating archival 
awareness amongst the people, exhibitions on topical themes are organised. The 
National Archives of India has one Regional Offi ce at Bhopal and three Record 
Centres at Bhubaneswar, Jaipur and Puducherry.

To improve the functioning of the National Archives, the Archival Advisory 
Board has been reconstituted, to include many academics and end-users.  A 
Consultative Body of scholars has also been set up. A Review Panel has been set 
up to examine PR Act and Rules and it has submitted its Report, which is being 
discussed with stakeholders.

Achievements
 (i) Critical Area Projects on Records Management, Archives Administration 

and Conservation/ Preservation:
• Appraisal and transfer of non-current records of permanent value 

of Government of India to NAI: 85,078 fi les were appraised and 
21,695 fi les were transferred to Department. Besides, 48,408 fi les were 

http://indiaculture.nic.in/national-archives-india-new-delhi
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entered in Department’s customized software ‘Archival Information 
Management System’ (AIMS).

• Arrangement and Accession of Public Records: Under the project 
1,25,407 fi les were physically checked , 23,199 fi les were arranged 
and 46,928 fi les were accessioned. 

• Preparation of Reference Media: 44383 entries were made online in 
department’s customized software ‘Archival Information Management 
System’ (AIMS). Besides, approx. 49,000 fi les were arranged.

• Conservation/ Preservation of Public Records: 1,88,711 sheets were 
repaired and 742 volume of Public Records were bound.

• Repair and Binding of Rare books of Library: 1,93,727 sheets were 
repaired and 492 books were bound.

 (ii) Records Management :
• 7 Orientation Courses on Records Management for Records Offi cers 

of Government of India were conducted. 
• 15 two-day special workshops were organized for the Records 

Offi cers of Ministries.
• 35 Records Rooms of various Ministries/ Departments were inspected. 
• 10 Records Retention Schedules of different ministries/ departments 

were vetted.
 (iii) Exhibitions: Three exhibitions entitled Commemorating 100 years of 

Ghadar Party (1913-2013), 1913: The Historic Transvaal March – 100 years 
were mounted in the premises of National Archives of India and Daricha 
exhibition was held at Regional Offi ce, Bhopal.

  NAI also collaborated in: 
• Mandela-Gandhi exhibition in July during the festival of India in South 

Africa (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPUdzq-28Rs) and 
• Pha-Bapu exhibition in Bankok in December (https://drive.google.

com/fi le/d/0B1zIT4qiFdaGZDhKQjhuUUY4MUk/view).
 (iv) Publication: Two Publications were brought out viz- Descriptive list of Persian 

Correspondence Vol. 5, 1805 and A Winter in India: Light Impressions of its 
Cities, Peoples and Customs by Archibald B. Spens (reprinted).

 (v) Digitization:
• Digitization of 11 Lakh pages of Private Papers; 3,70,734 exposures of 

Microfi lms and Microfi ches of Library material and 19,80,000 pages of 
Public Records are under process.



• A new software namely ‘Microfi lm Content Retrieval System’ (MCRS) 
has been developed for retrieval of information from Microfi lms.

• C-DAC, Pune is continuing the pilot project on Digital preservation in 
the Department.

 (vi) School of Archival Studies:  Eight short term certifi cate courses in 
Archives Administration, Records Management, Care and Conservation, 
Reprography, Servicing and Repair etc. besides one year Diploma Course 
in Archives and Records Management were conducted.

 (vii) Grants -in Aid Schemes:
• Under the Financial Assistance grant amount of Rs. 2,31,95,260/- was 

released to 14 government Institutions.
• Under the Scheme of Financial Assistance for Preservation and 

Conservation of Manuscripts, Rare Books, Old and Rare Documents 
grant amount of Rs. 87,79,690/- was released to 72 grantee 
organisations/ individuals.

4.1.2 Anthropological Survey of India
The Anthropological Survey of India, established in 1945, is a premier 

research organisation under the Ministry of Culture. It has completed 65 years 
of its meaningful existence and has fulfi lled its commitments to carry out the 
anthropological research in the area of socio-cultural and biological aspects of 
Indian populations. Besides this there are other important activities of the Survey, 
which include collection, preservation, maintenance, and documentation of 
both socio-cultural and biological domains. Over the years the Survey generated 
information from grass-root level through sustained research by its Head Offi ce at 
Kolkata and Regional Centres across the country.

Achievements
 (i) The inauguration of Next Gen Sequencing, Ion Torrent, PGM facility and 

its orientation programme was organized.
 (ii) The Survey received 1st prize for RajbhashaProgramme by TOLIK. \
 (iii) Organized Inter-Ministerial meeting on Human Genetic Resource 

(Collection and Regulation) Bills.
 (iv) Three scientifi c offi cers of this Survey participated in the Forensic Science 

Academy (FSA) held from 18th to 22nd August’14 at the Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam, in Hawaii, USA.
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 (v) An Assistant Keeper of this Survey participated in the Vivekananda 
Memorial Programme for Museum Excellence at the Art Institute of 
Chicago, USA.

 (vi) Participated in the Joint Indo-US JPAC Mission at Assam and Nagaland.
 (vii) Organized Genetic Screening and Health Awareness Camps in various 

parts of the country. 
 (viii) Shri D. N. Pandey, Dy. Director attended the 27th Session & 28th Session  

of Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic 
Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC) at Geneva, Switzerland.

 (ix) Under “Bio-Cultural Diversity, Environment & Sustainable Development”, 
20 villages including 3 Border area, were studied. 

 (x) Under project “Physical Growth and Development of Children in North 
East India: A Public Health Issue”, fi eldwork was undertaken in Ri-Bhoiand 
Garo district of Meghalaya.

 (xi) Under project “Man & Environment:  two Bio-sphere Reserve have been 
studied. 

 (xii) Organized 15 camps Under Outreach cum Documentation and 
Dissemination Activity including exhibitions.

4.1.3 Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS) was formed in September 1984 by 

the merger of Gandhi Darshan at Rajghat and Gandhi Smriti, at 5, Tees January 
Marg as an autonomous body, and is functioning under the constructive advice 
and fi nancial support from the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. The Prime 
Minister of India is its Chairperson and it has a nominated body of senior Gandhians 
and representatives of various government departments to guide it in its activities. 
The basic aim and objective of the Samiti is to propagate the life, mission and 
thought of Mahatma Gandhi through various socio-educational and cultural 
programmes. It has two campuses, viz.  Gandhi Smriti and Gandhi Darshan.

Achievements
 (i) A 10-day 3rd Gandhi Literature Festival held in Gandhi Smriti from December 

16-24, 2014. It is an endeavour to create awareness on Gandhiana and 
related subjects amongst the masses especially the younger generation. 
Some major highlights of the Festival include:
• Books related to Gandhiji will be displayed, exhibited, released, read, 

discussed, sold, purchased during the Festival.



• Publisher/distributors of Gandhiana will also participate in the exhibition.
• Special book reading sessions on Gandhiana and related disciplines
• Release of books related to Mahatma Gandhi
• Interaction with children on books written for them on Gandhi
• Charkha and Kargha Corner
• Cultural Programmes based on the philosophy of Bapu.

 (ii) The Fourth National Gandhi Bal Mela was organized from November 18-
20 in which about 800 children from 18 states took part in various activities 
like sports, games, cultural programmes and activities related to fi ne arts 
and writing/reading. 
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 (iii) The Fourth Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam was organized from November 28-30, 
2014 in which about 650 tribals different parts of the country participated 
in presenting their rich cultural heritage and at the Jansansad on the 
theme Adivasis in the New Era of Development. 

 (iv) A programme on Mahatma Gandhi’s Visit to Champaran – as a prelude 
to the Champaran Satyagraha celebrations – and the values Basic 
Education at the Gandhi Sangrahalaya in Champaran on April 14, 
2014. The programme celebrated the arrival of Mahatma Gandhi to 
Champaran and the subsequent successful Champaran Satyagraha led 
by him.

 (vi) The Samiti organised a programme in Jaipur as part of the National Week 
Celebration, to commemorate the nation-wide protests against the 
Rowlatt Act of 1919 on April 
14, 2014. The occasion also 
marked the birthday of Dr. 
B R Ambedkar.

 (vi) A training programme 
on “Nurturing Visitor’s 
Involvement Programme” 
was conducted with the 
volunteer guides of Gandhi 
Smriti and Darshan Samiti 
in Gandhi Darshan on May 
26, 2014.



 (vii) Several Value Creation Camps were organized in Gandhi Darshan and 
other states for children and youth with an aim to inculcate the spirit of 
working together, collective living, participatory methods, physical labour, 
sanitation, etc. Further Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir was also organized in 
Bodh Gaya during the month of June 2014. Students participating in such 
camps are trained to organize more participatory programmes in their 
respective states/districts on behalf of the Samiti.

 (viii) About 65 participants with different forms of disabilities such as:  VI (Visually 
Impaired),  HI (Hearing Impaired), Autism, CP (Cerebral Palsy), MR (Mental 
Retardation), PH (Physically Handicapped), DS (Down Syndrome), took 
part in the Gandhi Summer Camp organised by the Samiti from June 
23-28, 2014. The aim was to develop and inclusive society where such 
children with special needs also gets a platform to showcase their talents 
in spinning, sports, shramdaan, yoga and cultural presentation.

 (ix) Further a state level Netrtva – State-level Grishmakalin Bal Sanskar Shivir 
was organized in Mansarovar during June 14-18, 2014 in which about 
250 children in the age-group of 14-18 years from different districts of 
Rajasthan participated.

 (x) Also a fi ve-day camp on Leadership and Gender Sensitization on August 
6-10, 2014 in Mumbai in association with Men against Violence and Abuse 
(MAVA). Over 60 participants took part in the programme that aimed 
towards enhancing the gender equality process.
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 (xi) About 250 children from around 14 schools and fi ve NGOs took part in 
the Festival of Street Plays on Social Issues organized on April 30, 2014 
and performed on themes such as: corruption, global warming, water 
pollution, sanitation, anger and its consequences, female foeticide, child 
labour, malnutrition, dowry, acid attacks on women, rape, satire and 
political humour on the recent elections, illiteracy, right to education, 
discrimination in education between the boy and the girl child, etc.

 (xii) An orientation programme was organized for Girl’s Peace Volunteers 
Group of the Handique Girls College on May 7, 2014 in Guwahati Assam. 
The Girl’s Peace Volunteers Group under the leadership of Ms Chetna 
Sharma, a BA 2nd Semester student discussed some initiatives to be taken 



up by the Group like teaching poor children, creating awareness on the 
importance of health , sanitation and maintaining a clean environment.  
It was felt that the Samiti’s initiative to bring together girl students to 
volunteer should be expanded to other colleges outside Guwahati and 
in the entire North-East.

 (xiii) Over 175 participants which 
included domestic workers, 
victims of sexual exploitation, 
child abuses, NGO workers, 
youth participants from 
colleges and schools and 
activists took part in a day-
long dialogue on Root Causes 
of Violence against Girls: 
What are the Solutions? on 
June 21, 2014. The theme was 
elimination and prevention 
of all forms of violence against women and girls, with a particular focus 
on two key areas: prevention – stopping violence before it happens in the 
fi rst place. The thrust was also to discuss on how a collective consciousness 
can be evolved to address the issue of violence against girls. A similar 
follow-up programme was also organized on at Ginni Devi PG Modi Girls 
College, Modinagar, Uttar Pradesh on August 30, 2014. 

 (xiv) Several programmes were 
organized with the inmates 
of Central Prisons Tihar¸ 
during the year on the 
theme Mahatma Gandhi an 
Artistic Expression in which 
the inmates were asked to 
write their ideas about their 
understanding of Mahatma 
Gandhi and his messages 
and draw/paint their ideas 
on peace and non-violence. 
Programmes were oganised during May 31, July 2 and September 5. Each 
jail had the participation of over 50 inmates. 

i
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 (xv) As a tribute to commemorate Nelson Mandela’s 96th birthday, the Samiti 
organised a dialogue on Gandhi and Anti-apartheid movement of 
Mandela on July 18, 2014. Senior Gandhians took part in the programme 
in which over 60 youth participants took part. 

 (xvi) A two-day National Planning 
Meeting was held on August 
5-6, 2014 to discuss and fi nalise 
the programmes of the Samiti 
for the current fi nancial 
year, including a few major 
programmes during 2015-
1017. About 60 participants 
from different parts of the 
country participated in this 
Planning Meeting.  Among 
the participants who took 
part in the programme were stakeholders of the Samiti’s effort to promote 
the life and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi. 

 (xvii) Over 260 students from 22 schools of Delhi and NCR took part in the inter-
school Vandemataram Rolling Trophy Musical Competition organised by 
the Samiti on August 8, 2014 in Gandhi Darshan. The children presented 
their self-written/composed songs that included themes such as 
national integration, patriotic, songs on communal harmony, struggle for 
independence.

k h ld f th S iti’ ff t tt t



 (xviii) The Samiti in collaboration with Nation First organised a programme to 
pay tribute to Lok Manya Bal Gangadhar Tilak on August 1, 2014 in Gandhi 
Darshan. A discussion on Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Mahatma 
Gandhi was held as part of the commemorative programme.

 (xix) The Samiti in association with the Gandhi King Foundation in Andhra 
Pradesh organized the valedictory function of the Three months certifi cate 
course on Mahatma Gandhi’s Life and Thought by distributing certifi cates 
to the 74 inmates of the Cherlapally Open Jain in Hyderabad. The 
programme was organized on August 17, 2014. Each inmate was given a 
Telugu translation of Mahatma Gandhi’s autobiography. 

 (xx) A dialogue on Mahatma Gandhi’s Leadership Values & Contemporary 
World Scenario was organized on September 18, 2014 in Gandhi Darshan. 
A high power delegation of the US Government offi cials including 
representatives from Republicans and Democrats took part in the 
discussion that was presided by Dr. Y P Anand, former Director of National 
Gandhi Museum. This programme focussed on exchange of ideas and 
future cooperation between the worlds’s oldest as well as, the world’s 
largest democracies.

4.1.4 Nehru Memorial and Museum and Library
The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML), as an institution, is 

dedicated to promoting the ideas, legacy and values cherished by India’s fi rst 
Prime Minister, Pt Jawaharlal Nehru.

brocher3.indd   59brocher3.indd   59 2/17/2015   5:25:44 PM2/17/2015   5:25:44 PM



Ministry of Culture | Government of India

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library has been entrusted the task of 
modernisation and upgradation with demands of the changing times. Major 
components of the project include digitisation of the NMML holdings, redesigning 
and development of the Museum, refurbishment of the Library space, Multi-
media library, Children Resource Centre, Garden & Estate and Civil works. NMML 
is also making efforts to modernise and upgrade the Nehru Planetarium before 
the Commonwealth Games 2010 to be held in Delhi. The Museum, which portrays 
the life and times of Jawaharlal Nehru through visual media in the context of 
the struggle for Indian Independence, has been attracting sizable crowds and 
remains popular as an institution.

Achievements
 (i) Hon’ble Rajnath Singh, Minister of Home Affairs inaugurated the 

commemoration and released commemorative coins. A Nehru Portal was 
also launched on the occasion showcasing his life and works along with fi rst  
volumes of the Selected Works of Jawaharlal Nehru in digital format. 

 (ii) An exhibition titled “idea’s Changing the world” was co-hosted by the 
NMML with the Nobel Committee, Sweden as an event of the Noble 
Memorial week . It was inaugurated by the former President of India Dr. 
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.

 (iii) Acquisitions/Additions
• Publication:6,485 
• Microfi lm:118
• DVDs:33/CDs:44
• Photographs:1,087
• Manuscripts/Collections:27
• OHD Recordings:12

 (iv) New Initiatives
• Strengthening and maintaining the existing infrastructure 
• Finalization of a Design Consultant For renovation of Nehru Museum
• Revival of the NMML as a Vibrant Academic Forum in the city 
• Creation of Nehru Portal.
• Introduction of Special Public lectures
• Revival of occasional papers Series
• Seminars/Discussions in Hindi
• Exhibitions



• Introduction of 3-5 mts Segments of informative clip after planetarium 
Shows..

• Collaborated events
• Uploading of public lectures/Seminars/Workshops in the NMML 

Website.

4.1.5  Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya 
Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav Sangrahalaya (IGRMS)/ (National Museum 

of Mankind) is an autonomous organisation of the Ministry of Culture, dedicated 
to the depiction of story of humankind in time and space. The IGRMS is involved in 
generating a new museum movement in India to demonstrate the simultaneous 
validity of human cultures and the plurality of alternatives for articulation. The 
headquarters of the IGRMS is located in Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh), while a 
Regional Centre is functioning from Mysore (Karnataka).

Achievements 
 (i) Exhibit of the month series got good reviews from visitors.
 (ii) VVIP visits to IGRMS - Princess of Bhutan in Manav Sangrahalaya on 2nd 

March, 2014
 (iii) Rajbhasha Award for IGRMS, November, 2014
 (iv) Exhibitions and travelling exhibitions:

• Sacred Groves of India -t-ravelling exhibition at Indore- 5th June, 2014
• Solo photography exhibition -July, 2014.
• Heritage corner at Gwalior-September, 2014.
• Jagriti- LOK LiKHI-Exhibition of Folk and tribal paintings-18th October, 

2014
 (v) BIHAR MAHOTSAV- 30th October, 2014 - A Special exhibition focusing 

Bihar. Jointly organized by IGRMS, Igrms Bhopal and Bharat Bhawan, 
Bhopal. – Two exhibitions

 (vi) Heritage Corner (exhibition)atWestern Central Railway Senior Secondary 
School, Itarsi, Madhya Pradesh inaugurated byDRM, WCR, Bhopal -11th 
November, 2014.

 (vii) Artist workshops
• Artist camp on Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh Miniature Painting - 

at Himachal Pradesh from 10th to 15th May, 2014 
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• Bhu-ranjana- national workshop on fl oor decoration - August, 2014.
• Hemantautsav-UDIPI, Karnataka- December, 2014

 (viii) POORVOTSAV-2014 (2nd to 4th May, 2014): Jan-Rang-Cultural performances 
from North Eastern States- AtShillong, - 17th to 19th June, 2014

 (ix) Kalamkarl festival An expression of art & craft at Vijayawada  Updated , 
November-December, 2014

 (x) National Tribal Dance Festival 2014 organised in collaboration with SCSTRTI 
Bhubaneswar (December 2014).

 (xi) Do & Learn programme done with BSF at Jaisalmer(July 2014)
 (xii) National workshop on Conservation of Ethnographic specimens 

-September, 2014
  “Anthropology and Museums” from 12th to 14th November, 2014: For post 

graduate students (anthropology)
 (xiii) Seminar on Globalization & Tribal issues and Challenges: Updated last 

Tuesday · Taken at Bidisa, PashimMedinipur, West Bengal -3rd International 
Seminar -7th & 8th December, 2014.

4.1.6  The Asiatic Society
The Asiatic Society was founded in 1784 by Sir William Jones, a great scholar 

and a Judge of the Supreme Court at Calcutta. In 1984 the Government of India 
recognized the Asiatic Society as an Institution of National Importance by an Act 
of the Parliament of India.

Following statutory provisions, the Asiatic Society holds fi ve meetings every 
month. These are the Monthly Meeting of the members of the Asiatic Society 
in each of which a Scholar reads a paper on a specifi c subject, the meetings 
of the Library Committee, the Publications Committee, the Bibliotheca Indica 
Committee, and the meeting of the Council, to which the Resolutions of the 
three Statutory Committees, and the non-statutory Academic Committee are 
submitted for deliberation and decision.

Achievements

(i) Seminar
• Urdu Seminar on Nigar: Manto-Ismat
• A Two day International Seminar of Life and Works of Swami Vivekananda 

on the Occasion of His 150th Birth Anniversary



• A Two day National Seminar on Life and Works of Sir Asutosh Mookerjee
• A Two day international seminar on One hundred and fi fty years of pre 

historical Archaeological Studies in India: Homage to Robert Bruce Foote.
• A Three day National Seminar Indigenous People in the Freedom Movement 

of India with Special Reference to Bengal, Bihar,Orissa and Jharkand
• A Two day national seminar on Socio-Cultural Perspectives of Epigraphic 

Heritage: North East Provinces of India at Assam University, Silchar
• International Conference on Stem Cell Biology and its Clinical Utility.

(ii) Workshop 
• A thirteen day Workshop on Textual Workshop on NavyaNyaya(fourth 

Level)
• A fi ve day workshop on Mythic and Folkloric Remorphing of Classical and 

Modern Literary Texts.
• Five day Workshop on History of Science(Theme: Scientifi c and 

Technological Education in India)

(iii) Lecture
• Dr. Satyendranath Sen Memorial Lecture on Economics and Rationality 

by Professor Prabhat Pattanaik.
• Swami Pranabananda Memorial Lecture on Itihaser Paripreksite Acharya 

Pranabananda by Professor Samaresh Bandyopadhyay
• Lecture cum demonstration on Music of Gitagovinda by Professor 

Gautam Nag
• Kuttaka: The Centerpiece of Algebraic Calculations in Ancient Indian 

Mathematics by Professor Abinash Sahate
• Inscriptions as an Art in the Islamic Architecture of Bengal by Dr. Md.Yusuf 

Siddiq
• Dr. Panchanan Mitra memorial lecture on Living in Anthropoglobal World: 

Emerging Dynamic in Practical Science by Professor A K Kapoor.
• Abha Maiti Memorial Lecture on towards a modern Indigenous Historical 

Frame Work: Women and Pluralism in the making of our Histories by Smt. 
Teesta Sitalvad

• Dr. Biman Behari Memorial Lecture on Kheturi Mohotsav O Uttar Mohotsav 
Parbe Gauriya Vaishnav Samaje Tar Pratifalan by Dr. Shyamal Roy
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• Prof. Maya Dev Memorial Lecture on a talk about our talks: A 
communication Approach to Stay Healthy and Help Others: Be healthy 
and happy by Dr. Indrani Mukherjee

• North East Programme & Tribal Sub-Plan Programmes held in Assam, 
Manipur, Tripura, Nagaland, New Delhi (Photo clippings attached).

• Hindi Workshop held on 8th February 2014.

4.1.7 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies

Established in 1993 at the initiative of eminent historian Barun De, MAKAIAS 
engages in the following activities: 

 a. Museum on the Maulana (located in a house occupied by him for many 
years). Archives of historical material.

 b. Assessing and spreading awareness of Maulana Azad’s contribution to 
the nation through research and outreach. 

 c. Research into Central Asia, South Asia and South-East Asia from multiple 
disciplinary perspectives.

 d. Collaboration with institutions in India and abroad. Includes establishing 
Maulana Azad Centres of research at central universities in the North-
Eastern states. 

 e. Seminars, conferences, workshops and special lectures.
 f. Publishing books, monographs and newsletters. 

Achievements
 (i) Maulana Azad Museum: The museum, a relatively recent addition, houses 

personal effects of the Maulana and a collection of valuable documents, 
which are being digitized. The fi rst phase of digitization and reorganization 
of its holdings is complete. Scholars have gathered archival material 
from different libraries and other sources. These include correspondence 
between the Viceroy and Maulana Azad, photographs of his family, some 
of his private correspondence, and a collection of his poems in Urdu. A 
Maulana Azad Documentation Centre housed within the Library at Azad 
Bhavan has been envisaged as a repository of archival material and site of 
scholarship on Azad, his political thought and his vision of a modern India. 

   Books and manuscripts, furniture, fabric, textiles and clothing, 
crockery, utensils, and other artifacts have been catalogued in detail 



and accessioned. There are plans to upload the entire digitized archival 
collection along with matadata for public use, onto a new website 
which the Institute is acquiring. Restoration of material artifacts has also 
been initiated. Once the preservation work is complete the Museum will 
showcase household and other memorabilia which once belonged to 
Maulana Azad. The broader issue of using the collection and the purpose 
thereof, are being discussed.

 (ii) Awareness of Azad’s contribution: The year has also seen several 
publications on Maulna Azad, ranging from full length studies by leading 
experts Mushirul Hasan and Syeda Hammed to ooccassional papers 
by inhouse Fellows in both English and Bengali. MAKAIAS Scholars are 
currently engaged in conducting research on the religious and education 
philosophies of Maulana Azad.

Moving beyond the academic to include the cultural dimension 
of Maulana Azad, a cultural programme, ‘Ek Shaam Maulana Azad ke 
Naam’ – an evening of mehfi l-e-mushaira (poetry recitation) and shaam-
e-ghazal largely derived from the poetry and writings of Azad – was 
organised at Azad Bhavan, the Institute’s Salt Lake premises. Over 15 
renowned poets participated. Azad Maulana, a play on the Maulana 
focused on the Partition (which he had vehemently opposed) was 
staged on November 10 and 11, 2014, using the museum building as 
both backdrop and stage on the occasion of his 126th birth anniversary.  
MAKAIAS is encouraging educational institutions in and around Kolkata to 
visit the Institute and Museum. Our scholars have arranged for interactions 
and discussions around Maulana Azad.

 (iii) Area research:  The topics of research projects undertaken by Fellows 
and Research Assistants span a wide spectrum. These include (but are 
not limited to) the status of Budhism in the ex-Soviet republics, the Arab 
Spring, democracy in Bangladesh, Turkish politics, modernity in India, 
governance and development in the North-East, and the history of 
natural disasters. Among in-house presentations given by scholars on the 
progress of their research are Satarupa Datta Majumdar’s “Indigenous 
Knowledge: Epistemology, Sustainability and Conservation”, Sk. Aktar 
Ali’s “The Development of Maulana Azad’s Educational Vision” and 
Subhadeep Bhattacharya’s “South China Sea & Southeast Asia: The 
Cultural Aspect”. Scholars also conducted academic activities outside 
the Institute. For instance, Sk. Aktar Ali lectured at the School of Medicine 
and Life Sciences, Shandong Academy of Medical Sciences, China, and 
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at Shandong University; Dr Suchandana Chatterjee presented a paper on 
‘Arunachal Pradesh and the trans-Himalayan Linkages’ at Rajiv Gandhi 
University (RGU), Arunachal Pradesh (October 2014); and Dr Mrinal Kanti 
Chakma presented a paper comparing the rights of indigenous and tribal 
peoples of India and Bangladesh, respectively, at  the same university.

 (iv) Collaborative programmes: Maulana Azad Centres have been established 
at the North-Eastern Hill University, Tezpur University, Rajiv Gandhi University, 
Mizoram University and Sikkim University. MAKAIAS has revived an MoU 
with the Institute of Mongolian, Buddhist and Tibetan Studies (IMBT), Ulan 
Ude. Another with the Institute of History, Novosibirsk, is expected to be 
revived. Collaboration and academic exchange prorammes have been 
undertaken with the International Council of Central European and Eurasian 
Studies (ICCEES). Budhism is one of the foci of these programmes, as well as 
with RGU, Itanagar. MAKAIAS also has an MOU with the Institute of History, 
Tashkent. As a part of the MOU a joint project by the IHAS and MAKAIAS has 
been initiated for a volume that will focus on India and Uzbekistan: Studies 
and Connections. Programmes of collaboration have been undertaken, or 
are being pursued, with institutions in Turkey, Egypt and Israel.

 (v) Seminars, conferences and special lectures: Among recent events are 
a ‘Stakeholders Consultative Workshop on BCIM Economic Corridor in 
collaboration with ICS’ in Delhi (Coordinator: Dr Mrinal Kanti Chakma); 
‘International Seminar on Water Resources Cooperation between India 
and Nepal’ in collaboration with B. P. Koirala India Nepal Foundation in 
Kathmandu (Coordinator: Dr Monika Mondol), a ‘Workshop on Research 
Methodology in Asian Studies’ (Coordinator: Sk. Aktar Ali); a food festival 
(Coordinator: Dr Amrita Dey) a symposium on ‘Biographical Museum and 
its Relevance’ (Coordinator: Mr Swarup Bhattacharya); a seminar on ‘An 
apraisal of India’s neighbourhood policy: Way forward’ (Coordinator: 
Dr Arpita Basu Roy), an international conference on ‘Visions of Indian 
modernity and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad’ (Co-ordinator: Dr Tapas 
Ray, Dr Dilorom Karomat and Dr Rafi que Anwar); and an international 
conference on ‘West Asia and Eurasia: Politics of Protest’ (Coordinators: 
Dr Anita Sengupta, Dr Suchandana Chatterjee and Ms Priya Singh). 

 (vi) Publications: In 2013 MAKAIAS published or signed MoUs for the publication 
of 23 books through Manohar, Knowledge World, Shipra/Anshah, Pentagon 
Press, Bookwell, Dey’s Publishing, and  Towards Freedom. In 2014 so far, 
the number is nine and the publishers involved are Niyogi Books, Springer 
Books, Munshilal Banarassidas, Oxford University Press and SAGE.



4.1.8 Central Institute of Buddhist Studies

 The Central Institute of Buddhist Studies (CIBS), Leh Ladakh formerly known 
as School of Buddhist Philosophy was established at the behest of late Pandit 
Jawahar Lal Nehru in the year, 1959.  In 1962, the Department of Culture, 
Government of India, took up the task of fi nancing the Institute.  It was later on 
raised to the level of a degree and post graduate Institute with its affi liation to 
Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi, U.P.  The Institute is managed by a 
Board of Management of which the Joint Secretary to the Government of India, 
Ministry of Culture is the Chairperson.

Objective: The main objective of the Institute is to develop the multifaceted 
personality of the students through inculcation of the wisdom of Buddhist thoughts 
and literature as well as to familiarize them with modern subjects, collection, 
translation, publication of rare manuscripts and research work relevant to 
Buddhist studies, etc.

Courses offered: The details of courses offered by CIBS to the students are as under:
(i) Ph.D.
(ii) Acharya - equivalent to MA
(iii) Shastri - equivalent to B.A
(iv) Madhyama - equivalent to +2
(v) 6 years Diploma Course in Amchi (Bhot Chikitsa), Tibetan Scroll Painting, 

Sculpture and Wood Carving.

Feeder Schools and Branch Schools: The institute is running 50 feeder schools 
known as Gonpa/Nunnery School in different monasteries of Ladakh to provide 
the basic elementary education to the young monks in addition to monastic 
education. The present strength of students of these schools is 1232. The Institute 
has a branch school at Zanskar in Kargil district with the strength of 200 students 
from Class 1 to VIII. The Institute has also taken over Baudh Darshan Sanskriti 
School, Keylong, HP.

4.1.9 Central University of Tibetan Studies

The Central University of Tibetan Studies, Sarnath, Varanasi was established in the 
year 1967 with a view to educating the youths of Tibet and Indian students of 
Himalayan border areas. Formerly the Institute functioned as a special wing of the 
Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, on an experimental basis. Thereafter, in 1977, 
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the Govt. of India decided to accord the institute status of an autonomous body 
under the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India. On 5th April 1988, the Government 
of India declared the Institute as a “Deemed to be University”. The Institute 
is accredited with 5 stars with the highest grade of standard by the National 
Assessment and Accreditation Council.

Objectives
 (a) To preserve the Tibetan culture and tradition. 
 (b) To preserve ancient Indian sciences and literature preserved in the Tibetan        

language, but lost in original. 
 (c) To offer an alternate educational facility to students of Indian border 

areas who formerly availed the opportunity of receiving higher education 
in Tibet.

 (d) To accomplish gains of teaching and scope of research in traditional 
subjects in a framework of the modern university system of education with 
the provision for award of degrees in Tibetan studies.

Courses of study:   
• Poorva Madhyama equivalent to 10th Standard
• Uttar Madhyama equivalent to 12th Standard
• Shastri equivalent to BA
• Acharya equivalent to MA
• Vishisht Acharya equivalent to M.Phil 
• Vidyavaradi equivalent to PhD

Activities of the Institute:  The Institute has been established with the ethos of 
imparting education in Tibetan studies with a predilection for traditional Tibetan 
method of teaching. The Institute is mainly research-oriented and seeks to mould 
students into qualifi ed persons capable of undertaking work of research and 
restitution in concurrence with the fundamental objectives of the organization.

4.1.10 Nava Nalanda Mahavihar
In the light of glorious past of Nalanda, the esteem and reverence Nalanda 
receives from Asian Countries and the immense potential for the development 
as an institution of international importance fostering Indian Culture through Pali 
and Buddhism, the Nava Nalanda Mahavihara (NNM) was established in 1951 by 
the Government of Bihar.  The NNM is an institution of post graduate studies and 
research in Pali and Buddhism. The Department of Culture (then under) Ministry 



of Human Resource Development, Government of India took over the institute 
with full fi nancial liabilities in 1994.  At present, Nava Nalanda Mahavihara is 
an autonomous institute under the Ministry of Culture and accorded Deemed 
University status on 13th November, 2006. 

Objectives: To develop a residential centre of education of International 
importance on the lines of the ancient/old Viharas for promotion of higher 
studies, and research in Pali language and literature and Buddhist studies through 
Sanskrit, Tibetan, Chinese, Mongolian, Japanese and other Asian language. 

Courses: The courses offered in NNM are as under:

• Ph.D
• M.A. (Ancient History, Culture & Archaeology)
• M.A (Philosophy)
• M.A. (Pali)
• M.A (Hindi)
• M.A. (Buddhist Studies)
• M.A. (English)
• M.A. (Sanskrit)
• Pali (Acharya)
• B.A. (Pali Honrs)
• Pali Certifi cate

Xuan Zang Memorial Hall: The great Chinese traveler and monk scholar Ven 
Xuanzang was a student at Nalanda and subsequently became the teacher of the 
ancient Nalanda Mahavihara. He gave a vivid geographical and historical account 
about the life of Nalanda Mahavihara, which was a great centre of learning in the 
7th century A.D. On 12th February, 2007, the Xuanzang Memorial Hall a symbol of 
Indo-Chinese friendship was inaugurated with grand success and was opened to 
public. The memorial is a tribute to Ven. Xuanzang. 

4.1.11 Central Institute of Himalayan Cultural Studies 
The Central Institute of Himalayan Culture Studies (CIHCS) has been registered 

as a Society on 10th Nov. 2010 under the Societies Registration Act, 1860.  The area 
of operation of the Society shall be all over India. The Institute undertakes Under 
Graduate, Post Graduate and Doctoral Programmes in Buddhist and Himalayan 
studies and may also establish and maintain feeder schools.
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OBJECTIVES

 a. To provide for instruction for various courses in Indian Culture and for study 
and research in different branches of Buddhist Philosophical and Cultural 
Studies, 

 b. To prepare students for higher learning and research in the fi elds of 
Buddhist Studies, Bhoti language and literature and Himalayan Studies with 
pedagogic methods using knowledge of modern research methodology 
and advanced up-to-date technology,

 c. To inculcate awareness of the Cultural ethos, ecological balance and 
preservation of natural resources with special reference to the Himalayan 
region and North East region of India,

 d. To teach traditional arts and crafts and modern technical skill sets for 
facilitating economic self-suffi ciency and sustainable development and 
preservation of ethnic identity within the framework of national unity. 

STRUCTURE: The Society will function through the Board of Governors (BoG) which 
will have broad based representation including representatives of the Central 
Government, State Government, Buddhist Scholars, etc.   The Secretary (Culture) 
is the President (ex-offi cio) of the Society and the Joint Secretary dealing with 
Buddhist Teaching Institutions in the Ministry of Culture is the Chairperson of the 
Board of Governors.  

COURSES : The institute is presently conducting courses for Purva Madhyama 
(equivalent to class IX-X), Uttar Madhyama (equivalent to class XI-XII) and Shastri.  
During 2012-13, total 234 students were on roll. 

Achievements: (CIBS, CUTS, NNMV,CIHCS)
• A new Central Institute of Himalayan Culture Studies (CIHCS) has been set 

up on 10th November, 2010 at Dahung, West Kameng District of Arunachal 
Pradesh to meet the demand of Buddhist Studies in the North Eastern 
Himalayan Region.

• The Mungekar Committee has given 16 recommendations on the 
development of Buddhist Education and other related subjects.  Out of 
which action on 12 recommendations has already been completed.  
Remaining recommendations are being actively pursued.

• The Buddhist scheme as well as Himalayan Scheme has already been 
revised in order to include more activities and also enhance the quantum 
of funds to be given to NGOs. The objective is to facilitate expansion of 
support to Buddhist and Himalayan Culture in the country.



• Buddhist Festivals have been organized in Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim 
during September, 2014.  The next Buddhist Festival is to be held at Sarnath 
during 25-29th December, 2014.

• In order to preserve, protect and promote Lord Buddha’s teachings and 
values of love, compassion and non-violence for developing good moral 
values and practices so as to achieve the goal of the Buddha’s social 
philosophy of inclusiveness at present there are four autonomous teaching 
institutions under Ministry of Culture – (i) Nava Nalanda Mahavihara, 
Nalanda, Bihar (Deemed to be University), (ii) Central University of Tibetan 
Studies, Sarnath, U.P. (Deemed to be University), (iii) Central Institute 
of Buddhist Studies, Leh, Jammu & Kashmir and (iv) Central Institute of 
Himalayan Culture Studies, Dahung, Arunachal Pradesh. During the 
year these institutions apart from conducting their regular courses / 
programmes also undertook research work and brought out various 
publications. Besides, the Institutes also undertakes various activities for 
the promotion north-east and tribal cultures

4.2 Libraries  

4.2.1 National Library

The National Library came into being in the year 1948 and has been accorded 
special status of an institution of national importance in the Article 62 in the Seventh 
Schedule of the Union List of the Constitution of India. The National Library is presently 
located at Belvedere. The atmosphere is conducive to reading while the potential 
for physical expansion is one of its plus points. To cope with the rapid growth of 
collections, a new building, the Bhasha Bhavan, has been erected and made 
operational since October 2004. This is a gigantic new edifi ce, occupying 40,000 
square metres. Indian languages divisions’ collections and other major collections 
have been shifted to this new building from the Belvedere Heritage Building.

Objectives
• The acquisition and conservation of all signifi cant production of printed 

materials to the exclusion of ephemera;
• Collection of printed materials concerning the country, no matter where 

it is published, and as corollary the acquisition of photographic record of 
such materials that are not available within the country;

• Acquisition and conservation of manuscripts of national importance;
• Planned acquisition of foreign materials required by the country;
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• Rendering of bibliographical and documentary service of current and 
retrospective materials, both general and specialised. (This implies the 
responsibility to produce current national bibliographies on various 
aspects of the country);

• Acting as referral Centre purveying full and accurate knowledge of all 
sources of bibliographical information and participation in international 
bibliographical activities;

• Provision of photocopying and reprographic services;
• Acting as a centre for International Book Exchange and International Loan.

Achievements
Books received under Gift & Exchange programmes from 179 countries in the 

world alongwith books from UNO. More than 72 lakh pages from 21,291 rare and 
old documents have been digitised. The Preservation Laboratory, Preservation 
Bindery and the Reprography Division have undertaken massive conservation 
drive for de-acidifi cation and non-chemical methods of treatment, lamination, 
fumigation, restoration of maps, micro-fi lming of newspapers etc. National 
Library has organized regularly seminar, workshops, lectures individually or in 
collaboration. On the call of Hon’ble Prime Minister, National Library organized 
Swacch Bharat Abhiyan and Bal Swacch Abhiyan on 14th November, 2014. On 
the level of International Participation, National Library is a member of CDNL-AO 
and will host the 17th CDNL-AO meeting in India in 2017.

Oath taking Ceremony of Swaach 
Bharat Abhiyan on  2nd October, 2014

Celebrations of Swacch Bharat 
Mission on 14.11.14

I



4.2.2 Raja Rammohun Roy Library Foundation
The Raja Rammohun Roy Library Foundation, a fully fi nanced autonomous 

organisation under the Ministry of Culture was set up in May 1972 on the auspicious 
occasion of the bi-centennial birth anniversary of the Great Raja who heralded 
renaissance and modernism and did a lot for the spread of education in our 
country. The main objective of the Foundation is to promote and support the 
public library movement in the country by providing adequate library services 
and by popularising reading habits, particularly, in the rural areas with the 
active cooperation of the state library authorities, union territories and voluntary 
organisations operating in the fi eld of library services.

The Foundation with its limited resources is promoting library movement, 
developing library service all over the country with the implementation of two 
types of schemes – matching and non-matching.

Photographs of Book Fair/ Awareness 
Programme  assistance received under 

Seminar Scheme

Photographs of Children Corner 
Assistance received under 
Establishment of Children Corners
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Achievements
During 2014-15 RRRLF received Rs 3099.86 lakhs as plan grant from the 

Ministry of Culture, Government of India and received Rs. 820.73 lakhs as State 
contribution from various State Governments /UT Administration. RRRLF has 
assisted 15259 nos. of Libraries / Library Organizations since July 2014. RRRLF 
provided assistance of Rs 2431.03 under Matching Schemes on various activities 
to 14849 libraries and Rs. 345.86 lakhs under Non-Matching Schemes to 410 libraries 
during 2014-15. 90th meeting of the General Body of the Foundation was held 
on 20.11.2014 and the 95th meeting of the Administrative Committee was held 
on 12.09.2014. The State Library Committee meetings with Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, 
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh & West Bengal were 
held in this year

4.2.3 Delhi Public Library
The Delhi Public Library was established in 1951 by the then Ministry of 

Education, Govt. of India with fi nancial and technical assistance from the UNESCO 
as a pilot project. The library was inaugurated by the fi rst Prime Minister of India 
Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru on 27th October, 1951. Presently, Delhi Public Library is 
functioning under the administrative control of Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India. 
From a small library located in Old Delhi, it has since been developed into a 
premier public library system in the country covering the entire Metropolitan city. 
Besides providing free library services to the people, children and adult alike, 
irrespective of any distinction of sex, caste, creed and religion DPL also looks after 
their recreational needs and to harness the latent and potential of the members 
of the public by providing a platform social education.

The library network consisting of a Central Library, a Zonal Library, 3 Branch 
Libraries, 25 Sub-Branch Libraries, 3 Community Libraries, 11 Resettlement Colonies 
Libraries, One Braille Library, 60 Mobile Service Points and 23 Deposit Stations  in 
Union Territory of Delhi. 

Achievements
The Delhi Public library has extended the facility of free public Internet 

service to its fi ve more branch libraries located in Delhi (Janak Puri, Vinoba Puri, 
Andrews Ganj, Srinivas Puri and Narela). Free lending services of CD/DVD have 
been extended to Karol Bagh and Shahadra branches. DPL has revamped its 



children’s sections at Patel Nagar and Shahadra branches. New books, CD/
DVDs, computers, games and attractive furniture have added to the existing 
collections. The DPL has launched an online catalogue (OPAC), using the KOHA 
open source library automation software. Delhi Public Library is operating Mobile 
Vans in 73 areas in the NCT Delhi. New Braille books were added to stock through 
purchase or through transcription in Hindi and English language. Head phones 
and Computer Accessories were added to the existing one to increase the 
services to the readers for listening to gramophone/records/cassettes. Various 
activities of talks and seminars were held in the library. Vigilance awareness 
week, Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan was observed and pledge was taken.

4.2.4 Rampur Raza Library
The internationally famous Rampur Raza Library was founded by Nawab 

Faizullah Khan of Rampur State in 1774. The library was taken over by the Govt. 
of India in 1975. It is functioning under the Ministry of Culture by Rampur Raza 
Library Board with His Excellency Governor of Uttar Pradesh as Chairman. It has 
a rich collection having 20,000 manuscripts including 175 illustrated ones, 205 
Palm leaves manuscripts, 5000 miniature paintings, 3000 specimens of Islamic 
calligraphy and 80,000 old rare printed books.

Achievements
The internationally famous Rampur Raza Library was founded by Nawab 

Faizullah Khan of Rampur State in 1774. The library was taken over by the Govt. 
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of India in 1975. It is functioning under the Ministry of Culture by Rampur Raza 
Library Board with His Excellency Governor of Uttar Pradesh as Chairman. It has 
a rich collection having 20,000 manuscripts including 175 illustrated ones, 205 
Palm leaves manuscripts, 5000 miniature paintings, 3000 specimens of Islamic 
calligraphy and 80,000 old rare printed books.

4.2.5 Central Reference Library
The Central Reference Library has started functioning at the National Library 

premises as a separate offi ce from 1955 onwards. The Planning Commission has 
accepted as part of the second fi ve year development plan, the setting up of 
a Central Reference Library in New Delhi. The compilation of the Indian National 
Bibliography became an obligation on the part of the Government of India after 
the enactment of the Delivery of Books Act 1954. To start the work immediately 
a National Bibliography Unit of the Central Reference Library was formed and 
functioned at the National Library with the books received by it under Delivery 
of Books Act. 

Achievements
13201 books in different languages have been processed, catalogued 

and classifi ed till date in this year.  

4.2.6. Khuda Baksh Oriental Public Library
Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library has evolved out of a personal 

collection of Maulvi Mohammad Bakhsh, of Chapra, Bihar. His son, Khuda Bakhsh 
enriched the collection further and converted it into a public library with the 
Government of Bengal as its trustee. In December 1969, the Library was declared 
as an Institution of National Importance. From July 1970 it is functioning as an 
autonomous institution governed by a Board constituted by the Government of 
India with Governor of Bihar as its ex-offi cio Chairman. It is presently under the 
Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

The Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library has approximately 21,000 
manuscripts, 2,75,000 printed books and a rich collection of 2000 original paintings.

Achievements
Scholarly Workshops, Symposia, Talks, Lectures, National and International 

Seminars were organised to create research-based awareness of knowledge 



both on National and international levels. Cleanliness drive was undertaken 
by the Library which was started from 25th September, 2014. The Library Staff 
participated in the Cleanliness exercise with enthusiasm. A programme was also 
arranged by the Library on 2nd October, 2014 to administer the Swachhta Shapath 
(Pledge) to all offi cers and staff members of the Library. A pledge was taken to 
dedicate 100 hours every year towards Swachch Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India). 
Vigilance Awareness Week was also observed by the Library from 27th October 
– 1st November, 2014. It was commenced with the pledge by members of staff. 
World Toilet Day was also observed by the Library on 19th November, 2014. The 
Library offi cials also participated in cleanliness exercise of toilets and bathrooms 
on the occasion.

4.2.7 Central Secretariat Library
Central Secretariat Library (CSL), Ministry of Culture is one of the largest 

government library in terms of holdings. Indian and foreign offi cial documents 
form a part of its core collection. CSL’s resources are an amalgamation of 

Dr. N. Vijaya Lakshmi, Commissioner 
Patna Division-cum-Director, Mr. Amir 

Subhani, Principal Secretary, Home 
Department, Government of Bihar and 

Mr. Jagmohan Gupta, Financial Advisor, 
Railway on the dias.

Cleanliness Drive Library’s offi cials 
taking pledge of cleanliness.
C
t
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number of governmental libraries of pre-independent India and many other 
older institutions including the collection of Imperial Secretariat Library, Calcutta 
that came into existence in 1891. It performs the function of a Secretariat Library 
catering to the needs of all the Ministries of the Government of India. Non-offi cial 
users such as researchers, academicians and others can also become members 
of this library.

Achievements
CSL organised a thematic Rare Book Exhibition and two workshops with 

Japan foundation. 200 rare books were preserved /conserved this year. Under 
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, the fi les and records were sorted, galleries cleaned 
up, old broken furniture’s and Raddi were disposed. The E-wastage is sorted 
out for disposal. There has been a massive drive to revamp library by installing 
energy saving fi ttings, photocopiers were purchased to serve the readers better, 
whitewash and painting of the Library and refurbishing the serial section was 
undertaken. New practice of regular Book display on special occasions has been 
introduced. A demo of micro fi lm scanner printer was also organized. Under the 
national Mission on Libraries, UPS and Compaq were installed in CSL. Various 
activities under NML have also been earmarked. 730 English and 650 Children 
Books were purchased in this period.



5. Others 

5.1 Centenaries and anniversaries 

Special Cell of Ministry of Culture organized Cenetaries celebration as 
decided by the Govt. of India from time to time. 
Salient features of the Scheme – 

• Observation of Centenaries & Anniversaries is the mandate of the Ministry 
of Culture.

• Designed to infuse the great ideals of leaders.
• To spread awareness, propagation of the teachings/ values of prominent 

personalities.

Achievements 
(i) Centenary Commemoration of Komagata Maru

  (29th Sep., 2014 -  29th Sep., 2015)
• Inaugural function held on 29th September 2014. HCM was the Chief 

Guest.
• Commemorative coins of Rs 100 and Rs 5 released in this function 

and three descendents of the Baba Gurdit Singh, hero of the incident  
honored with presentation of shawls.

• A national seminar on the incident has been organized by Punjabi 
University, Patiala.

• International Seminars,  Public lectures & Publications, Exhibitions, 
documentary fi lms, development of digital archives etc. will be 
organized during the year. 

• An amount of Rs 30.56 lakh has already been released.
 (ii) Centenary Commemoration of Begum Akhtar
  (07th Oct., 2014 – 07th Oct., 2015)

• Inaugural function held on 7th October 2014. HCM was the Chief 
Guest

• Commemorative coins of Rs 100 and Rs 5 released in this function;
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• The MoC is organizing festivals in Delhi, Lucknow,  Hyderabad, Bhopal, 
Kolkata etc. as well as cultural programmes in States in collaboration 
with State SNAs, ZCCs, Kalakshetra Foundation, NCPA etc. there 
will also be exhibitions & workshops, publications and seminars, 
Production of a documentary fi lm, institution of a scholarship and 
launch of a web portal are also planned. 

 (iii) 125 birth anniversary commemoration of Jawaharlal Nehru
  (14th Nov., 2014 – 14th Nov., 2015)

• Inaugural function held on 14th November 2014 in which Hon’ble 
Home Minister was the Chief Guest.

• Commemorative coins of Rs 125 and Rs 5 released and Nehru Portal 
commissioned.

• International Conference on “Rethinking Nehru Legacy: the long 20th

Century” has been organized by NMML. 10 speakers participated.
• Completion of printing of Selected Works of Jawaharlal Nehru, 

modernization and renovation of Nehru Museum, organization of 
exhibition on historic themes, holding national and international 
Conference, collection & publication of archival material pertaining 
to Nehru are also planned. 

• Ministry of HRD has launched a National Mission on Swachch Bharat 
for Swachch Vidyalayas.

• Ministry of HRD and NCSM will facilitate organizing events on the 
theme of Scientifi c Temper amongst children and youth. 

 (v) Commemoration of 150th Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda 
  (12th January, 2013 -12th January, 2014)
  The residual activities completed during the last six months are-

• A Bust of Swami Vivekananda installed in International Universitaire 
de Paris on 10th Sept., 2014.

• 10 Puppet shows on the teachings and legacy of Swami Vivekananda 
organized in USA & Canada.

• Other Projects completed during last few month are (i) upgradation 
of facilities in RK Mission Institute of Culture, Golpark for Rs 1.50 crore (ii) 
Construction of Vivekananda Lecture Hall in Sri RK Ananda Ashrama, 
24 Parganas for Rs 45 lakh (iii) Construction of night shelter by RK 
Mission, N.Delhi in Rohini for Rs 1.44 crore (iv) Renovation of auditorium 



by RK Math (Yogodyan), Calcutta for Rs 54 lakh (v) completion of a 
fi lm “Epic Journey of Vivekananda” for Rs 30 lakh. 

5.2 Dandi Memorial 

While addressing the Dandi Yatra Anniversary function, Hon’ble Prime 
Minister made some announcements including:

 a) Establishing of National Dandi Memorial. 
 b) Establishing a modern Library of Gandhi Studies at Dandi.
 c) Building a heritage road connecting Ahmedabad and Dandi, with a 

pathway, along the route that Gandhiji and his followers took. 
 d) Developing as ‘Heritage Sites’ each of the venues at which Mahatma 

Gandhi halted for the night on his historic Yatra

Achievements

 (i) Establishment of the National Dandi Memorial 
• The design of the Memorial was fi nalized and approved by the High 

Level Dandi Monitoring Committee (HLDMC) in 2011.The HLDMC is 
empowered to monitor the project and decide the modalities for 
designing and executing the project.

• Government of Gujarat (GOG) has demarcated 15 acres of land at 
Dandi for the Memorial.  

• The Gujarat Coastal Zone Management Authority has accorded 
clearance. 

• IIT-Bombay has been appointed as the Design Coordinating Agency 
and has fi nalized the detailed design for the Memorial in consultation 
with the architects. The estimates have been approved by the 
HLDMC. These estimates were considered by the Standing Finance 
Committee (SFC) and it was decided that the estimates may be fi nd 
tuned in consultation with the CPWD, the executing agency.

• Rs. 12.308 crore has been sanctioned for the art work of Memorial 
and for preparation of models of the Satyagrahis. An amount of Rs. 
9.00 crore has been released to IIT-Bombay against the approved 
amount of Rs. 12.308 crore in 2013 and 2014.

• IIT-Bombay had organized two International Sculpture Workshops 
in December 2013-January 2014, for developing the art work of the 
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Memorial, during which sculptures of salt satyagrahis were fabricated. 
These have been approved by the HLDMC and have now been sent 
to the foundry for bronze casting.

• The main 15’height bronze statue of Mahatma Gandhi is ready. The 
HLDMC approved the statue in May, 2014.

 (ii) Library - Exhibition Hall-Auditorium Complex at Dandi 
• A library with a small auditorium is to be set up at Dandi. It wil be run 

as a satellite library of Gujarat Vidhyapeeth.
• The construction work will be undertaken by the CPWD. 
• The estimates submitted by the CPWD amounting to Rs. 398.35 lakh 

has been approved and necessary administrative approval for the 
project has been issued.

 (iii) Dandi Heritage Path Project
• In 2011, Government decided to delink the Ahmedabad –Dandi 

National Highway (NH) from the Heritage Path. Ministry of Road 
Transport & Highways is responsible for the NH.

• GoG submitted estimates amounting to Rs. 155.28 crore for the Dandi 
Heritage Path to this Ministry.

• The HLDMC recommended that the work of the development of 
Dandi Heritage Path be done in two phases—the fi rst phase for the 
components considered ‘necessary’ and the remaining components, 
considered as ‘desirable’ could be taken up in the 2nd Phase in the 
next Plan period.

• Approval for the fi rst phase of the project for amounting to Rs. 58.91 
crore has been accorded under the Engineering Procurement and 
Construction (EPC) mode which provides for a maintenance period 
of 4 years after construction of the Path.

•  Rs. 13.00 crore has been released to the GOG for the project.
• GOG has awarded the contract and work has started on the project

 (iv) Development of the 21 Night Halts
• Rs. 20 crore was sanctioned to Gujarat Tourism Development 

Corporation (GTDC) for this work. Rs.16.07 crore has been released 
to the GTDC.

• Remaining funds of Rs. 3.03 crore will be released after the Utilization 
Certifi cate and progress of work are received from the Govt. of 
Gujarat.



5.3 Performing Arts 

Performing Arts Grants Scheme
Under this Scheme, fi nancial assistance is provided to the not-for-profi t 

cultural Organizations as well as individuals for promotion of performing art forms. 
This Scheme has two components i.e. (i) Repertory Grant and (ii) Production 
Grants with following feature:

(1) Repertory Grant: It is granted to not-for profi t Organisations for promotion of 
performing arts forms by way of training artistes, staging production of performing 
arts viz. dance, drama-theatre and music etc. It may be granted upto a 
maximum of 1 Director/Teacher and 25 artistes/students @ of Rs. 10,000/- p.m. 
and Rs. 6,000/- p.m. per Director/Artistes for a whole fi nancial year. This can be 
renewed for the next or subsequent fi nancial years on the basis of performance 
of the grantee Organisations.

(2) Production Grant:- It is granted to not-for-profi t Organisations as well as 
individual artistes for staging their production i.e. dance, drama-theatre and 
music. It may be granted upto a maximum of Rs. 5.00 lakh to an Organisation/
individual for one production in a fi nancial year.

Achievements
• Meting of Expenditure Finance Committee(EFC) was held on 11.07.2013 

and recommendations of EFC were issued on 04.09.2013.
• Meeting of Expert Committee on Performing Arts Grant Scheme was held 

on 14th, 15th, 17th & 18th  October 2013.
• The Expert Committee recommended total of 1652 Organizations/

Individiual for fi nancial assistance under Salary/Production Grant Scheme.
• Pursuant to the meeting of Expert Committee a total amount of Rs. 43.10 

Crore has been released to the recommended organztions/individuals.

Financial Assistance to Cultural Organizations with National Presence
Under this Scheme fi nancial assistance is granted to the not-for-profi t 

cultural Organizations having national presence. Financial assistance of Rs. 1.00 
crore may be granted in normal circumstances which may be enhanced upto 
a maximum of Rs. 2.00 crore.
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Achievements
• Guideline on the Schemes were framed.
• Steering Committee was constituted on 02.01.2014 to hold the meeting 

on the above metioned shceme.
• Meeting of the Steering Committee was held on 26th March 2014 wherein 

the Committee have recommended grants of Rs.4.74 Cr. in respect of 03 
organztions with National Presence.

Artist Pension Scheme

Under this Scheme, fi nancial assistance is granted to indigent individuals i.e. 
artistes/writers/scholars for contribution to art and letters. Traditional scholars who 
have made signifi cant contribution in their fi elds are also assisted notwithstanding 
the absence of any published works. 

To be eligible personal income of the applicant (including income of the 
spouse) must not exceed Rs. 4000/- per month. The applicant should not be less 
than 58 years of age (This does not apply in the case of dependents). 

Artistes covered under Central Quota and Centre-State Quota are granted 
Rs. 4000/- per month and Rs. 3500/- per month respectively throughout their lives.  
In the event of death this fi nancial assistance is transferred to the spouse/family 
members of the deceased benefi ciary.

Achievements
Meeting of Expert Committee on the above shceme was held on 2nd & 3rd

December 2013 wherein a total of 542 Artistes in letters were recommended for 
grant of Pension. Ministry of Culture has released  a total amount of Rs.13 Crore 
to Life Insurance Corporation of India for onward disbursement to Artistes under 
the shceme. 

Scheme of Building Grant including Studio Theatres
Financial assistance under this Scheme is granted to not-for profi t cultural 

Organizations, Government-sponsored bodies, University Department/Centre or 
College dedicated to the performing arts etc. Limit of fi nancial assistance is upto 
a maximum of Rs. 50.00 lakh in Metro Cities and Rs. 25.00 lakh in Non-Metro cities/
rural areas



Achievements
Expert Committee constituted on 04.03.2014 (for 02 years).  Meeting of 

the Expert Committee held on 15.07.2014.  A total of 07 organizations were 
recommended fi ancial assistance under the Scheme.

Tagore Cultural Complexes Scheme
This Scheme provides fi nancial assistance to the State Governments/

UT Admin, bodies set up by State/Union Governments/UT Admin., Universities, 
Municipal Corporations, reputed not for profi t Organisations for creating cultural 
spaces, renovation of existing cultural building etc. Financial assistance to a 
maximum of Rs. 15.00 crore may be granted which may exceed upto a maximum 
of Rs. 50.00 crore in deserving cases. 60% project cost is fi nanced by Central 
Government and rest 40 % is shared by the grantee State Govt. /UT Admin etc.

Achievements
National Appraisal Committee(NAC) constituted on 18.10.2013.  Meetings 

of NAC held on 24.03.2014 & 09.10.2014.  A total of 17 organziations have been 
recommended for fi nancial assistance by the NAC.

5.4 Scholarship & Fellowship 

S & F Section is entrusted with the task related to formulation, implementation 
and monitoring of the following schemes:-

 a. Cultural Function Grant Scheme (CFGS).
 b. Scheme for award of Fellowship to outstanding persons in the fi eld

of Culture.
 c. Scheme for award of Scholarship to young Artistes in Different Cultural 

fi elds.
 d. Tagore National Fellowship for Cultural Research.

Cultural Function Grant Scheme (CFGS)-
This schemes covers all NGO’s and maximum grant up-to Rs. 5.00 lakh is given 

to NGO’s for organizing, conferences, seminars, workshop, symposia, festivals 
and exhibition on an any subjects relating to preservation or promotion of cultural 
heritage and arts and others creative endeavours.  Grant is recommended by 
an Expert Committee constituted by the Ministry.  The sanctioned amount is 
transferred electronically in the account of the concerned organisations.
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Achievements
In the fi nancial year 2014-15 an amount of Rs. 749 lakhs has been released 

till date under this scheme to around 338 NGOs.

Scheme for award of Fellowship to outstanding persons in the fi eld of Culture
200 Junior Fellowships and 200 Senior Fellowships are given every year to 

outstanding persons for undertaking research oriented projects for advanced 
training or individual creative effort for revival of some of our traditional forms of 
arts.  Junior Fellows are given Rs. 10,000 per month and Senior Fellows are given 
Rs. 20,000 per month for a period of two years.  Applications are invited online 
selection is made by an Expert Committee comprising of Experts in different fi elds 
constituted by the Ministry.  Fellowship amount is transferred electronically in the 
account of the awardees. 

Achievements
400 Fellowships has been awarded in this fi nancial year. A total amount of 

Rs. 801.16 lakh has been released till date under Fellowship Scheme.

Scheme for award of Scholarship to young Artistes in Different Cultural fi elds.
Under this Scheme 400  young Artistes having outstanding promise for 

advance training within India in the fi elds of Indian Classical Music, Indian 
Classical Dance, Theatre, Visual Arts, Folk, Traditional and Indigenous Art and 
Light Classical Music are given Scholarship of Rs. 5,000/- per month for 2 years.  
Applications are invited online and selection is made by an Expert Committee 
comprising of Experts in different fi elds constituted by the Ministry. Scholarship 
amount is transferred electronically in the account of the awardees.

Achievements
400 Scholarships has been awarded in this fi nancial year.

Tagore National Fellowship for Cultural Research
This Scheme was introduced in November, 2009 to mark the commemoration 

of the 150th Birth Anniversary of Shri. Rabindranath Tagore.  The objective of this 
scheme is to invigorate and revitalize the various institutions under the Ministry 



of Culture which have vast ‘treasure’ in the form of manuscripts, documents, 
artifacts, antiquities and paintings.  It is meant to encourage serious research into 
our cultural resources so that the nation stands to benefi ts from the result.

Scholars/Academicians affi liate themselves with the Institutions of MoC/
Non MoC to work on project of mutual interest.   Not more than 15 Tagore 
Fellowship and 25 Tagore Scholarships are awarded in a year.  Tagore Fellows 
are paid Honorarium of Rs. 80,000/- per month and Tagore Scholars are paid 
Honorarium of Rs. 50,000/- per month in addition to HRA, Contingency Grant and 
Settling Allowances etc for a maximum period of 2 years.

Meeting of the National Selection Committee was held on 08.09.2014.
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