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NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

51stAnnual Report, 2016-17

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, which was established in 1966
as a Society, registered under the Registration of Societies Act of 1860, has
completed 51years of its existence during the period covered by this report.
While pursuing the aims and objectives of the Society set out in its
Memorandum of Association, the institution has striven to improve its profile
by launching a number of new initiatives in past couple of years. This report
elucidates its manifold activities, especially its contribution to the realm of
historical research and contemporary studies.

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library consists of a personalia
Museum on the life and times of Jawaharlal Nehru; a Library which has a
pre-eminent position among the social science libraries in the country; the
Oral History Division; the Manuscripts Division; the Research and
Publications Division; the Reprography Division; the Centre for
Contemporary Studies; the Planetarium; and the Nehru Learning Centre for
Children and Youth.

ORGANIZATION

The Executive Council of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
Society met four times during the year (27thMay, 2016; 12th August, 2016;
25th November, 2016 and 17th December, 2016). The Finance Committee
met two times in the year (28th September, 2016 and 22nd February, 2017).
The names of the members of the Society, its Executive Council and Finance
Committee are given in the Appendix.

A resume of the activities of the Society during the period, 1stApril 2016
to 31stMarch 2017, department-wise, is as follows:

MUSEUM

The Nehru Memorial Museum, a national memorial in the historic Teen
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Murti House, was established in memory of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru and is
dedicated to showcasing his life and works as a stalwart of the Independence
struggle and as the first Prime Minister of India. The Nehru Memorial
Museum embarked upon a very substantial Modernisation Programme from
June 2015 onwards, which has been taken up in a phase-wise manner, for
upgradation of all the Permanent Display galleries in the ground and first
floor of Museum Building. The Modernisation Programme broadly envisions:
preserving and restoring the original characteristic features of Teen Murti
House, a Grade I Heritage building; employing an imaginative and meaningful
display to chronologically and thematically portray the role of first Prime
Minister through the Freedom Movement and the making of Modern India
during his prime ministership years; facilitating a holistic Museum experience
by using enhanced multimedia interfaces and pedagogical practices and
optimal utilization of the available spaces in Museum Building.

During the period of this report, Phase I of Museum Modernisation was
carried out and completed for the ground floor of Museum Building that
included: the India House Library, Chairman’s office, travelling exhibition
spaces, museum collection store and office spaces. Extensive civil and
electrical repair works under stringent supervision, were undertaken by
CPWD including new directional and signage as part of Museum branding;
seepage corrections; false ceilings for concealed electrical conduits, revival
of inoperative toilet facilities, restoration and replicating the historical
furniture for Reading room of India House Library and Museum, repair of
Heritage Building structure vis à vis walls, cornices, doors, furniture, original
brass hardware, shafts, louvers; replacement of rustic internal copper wiring,
fixing of track lights, restoring original light fittings, etc. This has resulted
in an overall enhancement of visitor facilities as improved drinking water
stations, additional lavatories and orientation signage.

The Museum also availed the services of CISF to carry Security and Fire
Audit of the entire premises of the Teen Murti Estate for installation of
surveillance cameras and security equipment in the Museum Building. The
installation of smoke detectors, fire addressable & gas suppression system
as part of fire prevention measures and provisioning of new wooden almirah
and compactor system for improved storage facilities of the rare collection
of India House Library was implemented for the first time, since its
establishment in these premises. The same would also be undertaken for all
permanent display galleries and office spaces through phases II-IV of Museum
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Modernisation Programme. Phase I Modernisation of the Museum’s
Collection store enabled fabrication of multi-shelved cupboards of treated
wood and climate control facilities for optimal storing of Museum Collection
of paintings, ivory objects and other organic material. Also a centralized VRF
air conditioning system replacing the earlier obscure ducting and overhanging
AC units has been installed to safeguard the building from any physical
damage and ensuring the maintenance of its historical integrity.

Work also progressed during the report period for development of
concept designs, development of the narrative and selection of pertinent
archives, photographs and videos for the proposed six galleries in the ground
floor, to be undertaken in Phase II of Museum Modernisation in 2017-18
with the Design Consultant, M/s Abha Narain Lambah and Associates.

The Museum also conducted the internal security audits as per the
checklist prescribed in the manual titled Comprehensive Museum Security
Policy published by the Ministry of Culture and also participated in the
preparation of guidelines for Museums undertaken by National Disaster
Management Authority.

During the period under review, the total number of visitors to the
Museum was approximately 14 lacs, including approximately 12,000 foreign
nationals. The daily average number of visitors is about 4000. Guide facilities
were extended to the visitor groups in Hindi, English, Gujarati, Tamil and
Malayalam.

The Museum also had the privilege of visit by State guests to the
Government of India and other important dignitaries. Notable among them
were: Mrs. Naraporn Chan-O-Cha, Spouse of his Excellency General Prayut-
Chan-O-Cha, Prime Minister of the Royal Kingdom of Thailand accompanied
by a delegation from the Embassy of Thailand; Dr. Mikhail Myasnikovich,
Chairman of the Council of the Republic National Assembly of Belarus
accompanied by H.E. Mr. Vitaly A. Prima, Ambassador of the Republic of
Belarus in India; Mr. Muzaffar B. Kamilov, Information and Culture Minister
from the Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan; Mr. Liu Jinsong, Minister
and DCM from the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in India ;
Ms. Yasmin Nigar Khan, great granddaughter of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan
(Frontier Gandhi) and Chairperson, Badshah Khan Memorial Women and
Children Welfare Organisation, Kolkata ; officials from the Embassy of Togo
in New Delhi.
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As part of educational and outreach activities, the Museum
commemorated the following: International Day for Monuments and Sites
with a Heritage Walk on Tuesday, 18th April 2016 with students of Teach for
India highlighting the Teen Murti Bhawan’s architecture and the Haifa Square
; Hindi Pakhwada (14 September - 30 September) with orientation sessions
about Hindi, its origin, important phases in the development of literature in
Hindi etc.; International Women’s Day on 8 March 2017 by poetry reading
session of the poems by renowned poet Subhadra Kumari Chauhan conducted
by the writer Rajesh Khair.

The curatorial and guiding staff developed special educational kits with
activity sheets for the school groups on the life and works of four National
leaders: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr B.R. Ambedkar, Sarojini Naidu and Dr
Rajendra Prasad. A series of well-conceptualised gallery walks were
conducted on the following aspects of Museum’s permanent display: works
and contribution of the Social Reformers; non-violent nature of Independence
Movement (Non Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, Quit India); Making of
the Constitution of India; Women and India’s Independence Movement, Teen
Murti Bhawan’s architecture and the Original Rooms from the time of
Jawaharlal Nehru, etc.

As part of the Swachh Bharat Campaign, signage and orientation notes
were circulated to the visitors and school groups to spread the message of
the campaign and to request their participation in the upkeep of the Museum,
its lawns, Kushak Mahal, a 14th century hunting lodge in the Teen Murti
premises.

The 127th birth anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru was celebrated with the
floral decoration of the Museum Building on Sunday 13th November. An
exhibition of panels showcasing the landmark events from the life of first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was displayed in the Ball room of the
Museum from 13 - 23 November. Ancillary events conducted through the
period of exhibition included book reading sessions from Discovery of India
and the screening of ‘Tryst with Destiny’, documentary titled India’s Jawahar
and rare footages of addresses to nation at the inauguration of Bhakra-Nangal
Dam, first IIT at Kharagpur, Tungabhadra Dam, etc. sourced from Films
division and Rajya Sabha TV.

The Nehru Memorial Museum in collaboration with Google Cultural
Institute completed the panoramic imagery of the museum Building, its
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surroundings and the all of permanent galleries. This facilitated in an e-touring
of the Nehru Memorial Museum.

The Museum Souvenir Shop generated an amount of Rs. 2,78,858/-
through the sale of souvenir items in the Museum shop.

LIBRARY

Owing to its rich and rare collection on modern and contemporary history
and allied subjects, the Library continues to occupy a pre-eminent position
among social science libraries in India and abroad.

During the course of the year, it has made steady progress and procured
more research materials in the form of Books, Periodicals, Photographs and
E-Resources (i.e. CD-ROMs, DVDs, Microforms and Online Journals).

During the period under review, 4025 publications were added to the
Library collection. Out of these, 2430 publications were purchased, 461
publications were bound-volumes of journals, which were transferred by the
Periodical Section of the Library. The rest were gifts from different individuals
and institutions, among which were 158 books from Shri A. K. Desashri,
383 from the collection of Shri Shiv Pujan Sahay and 200 books from
Natarang Prathisthan.

The total number of books in the Library has gone up from 284092 to
288117.

In the acquisition of publication for the Library, due emphasis continued
to be laid on acquiring books in Hindi. During the period, Nine hundred
thirty three (933) Hindi books were added.

JOURNALS

The total number of journals being received in the Library now stands
at356. Out of these, 123 are foreign journals. In terms of language, 301
journals are in English, 51 are in Hindi and the remaining 4 in other Indian
languages.

The Library receives twenty nine daily newspapers. While twenty
Newspapers are in English, eight are in Hindi and one is in Urdu.

PHOTOGRAPHS

During the year, 4166 photographs were added to the holdings of the
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Photo Library. Out of these, 152 photographs contain photographs of Mohd.
Yunus; 3912 photographs of Dr. Manmohan Singh covering various activities
and his visits during the year 2004-2013; 102 photographs received from
the general collection from Prof. Dhruv Kumar Singh related to Prof. M.G.K.
Menon. The number of photographs in the Library has gone up from 207,614
to 211,780.

During the period under review, 99 new albums were added to the Photo
Library, taking the number from 2,819 to 2,918.

Three hundred thirty four (334) research scholars, representatives of
government departments, institutions and mass-media agencies visited the
Photo Library and availed of its services.

E-RESOURCES

T he Library has added e-resource in the form of e-journals, microfilms,
CD-ROMs/ DVDs. The Library subscribes to 2,000 (approx.) journals
through JSTOR online archival database, which provides online access of
books and journals on various subjects. In addition to this, Library subscribes
to 42 online journals, available with the Print edition. The web link of online
journals has been put on the website of NMML. During the period under
review, 22 Microforms have been added to the research materials of the
Library, which includes 20 rolls of the Acharya Shiv Pujan Sahay Papers,
1916-1963. The total number of Microfilm rolls has gone up from 18,417
to 18,439.The Microfiche collection stands at 51,322, and the DVD collection
at 868.

GENERAL

The Library continued to attract the academic community; during the
period under review, 18,850 scholars were served by the Library, an average
of 63 scholars per day. In all 1,216 scholars became members of the Library
during the year. An amount of Rs.8,16,216/- was realised from them as
membership fee, and Rs. 1,37,730/- for copies of photographs provided to
research scholars. The total revenue of the Library was Rs. 9,53,946/.Scholars
consulted 1,95,000 books, 22,377 loose issues of journals and 10,265 bound
volumes of journals. Also 8,332 Microfilm rolls and 17,418 Microfiche plates
were given to the scholars for consultation. Besides, 1,041 Microfilm rolls
and 3,200 Microfiche plates were handled for supplying photocopies of
materials required by the scholars.
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1,625 photographs have been scanned from 316 albums, and scanned
copies of photographs were supplied to research scholars/staff in 51 CDs/
DVDs/Pendrives. The Library also dealt with 2,502 reference queries.

RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS DIVISION

RESEARCH SECTION

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library undertakes publication of basic
documents available in its archives of prominent personalities in the form of
Selected Works. At present, work on the Selected Works of C.
Rajagopalachari is being carried out. During the period under review, we
worked on the first proof of the Fourth Volume (1926-1930) of the Selected
Works of C. Rajagopalachari. The work of finalising the manuscript of the
fifth volume covering the period from 1931-1933 was under progress. The
material from newspapers on the microfilm was collected for the subsequent
volumes and was sorted for the years 1940-1945. The selected documents
were typed and compared. Annotations for these documents were also
prepared. Material from C.R. Papers and other Private Papers were typed.

Research work for the exhibitions entitled ‘Frontier Gandhi and the Indian
Freedom Movement’, ‘Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee: A Selfless Patriot’ and
‘Lal Bahadur Shastri: The Pioneer of Peace and Power’ was accomplished
by the Research Division.

CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES

During the period under review, the Centre for Contemporary Studies
organized the following Seminars, Public Lectures, Panel Discussions,
Workshops, Conferences, Special Public Lectures, Memorial Meetings, etc.

SEMINARS/ NATIONAL SEMINARS

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library organized the following
weekly Seminars:

• ‘India and Pakistan Relations: Afghan factor’ by Dr. Sudhir Singh,
Dayal Singh College, University of Delhi, Delhi, 22  April, 2016

• ‘Vigyan, Vishvavidyalayaaur Bante-bigadte Bharat ki Chhavi’ by
Dr. Dhrub Kumar Singh, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, 28 April,
2016

• ‘Devotion above Caste: Lessons from life stories of Dalit Saints’ by
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Prof. Swaraj Basu, Indira Gandhi National Open University, New
Delhi, 6 May, 2016

• ‘The Indian National Movement and the Women’s Issue’ by
Dr. Yuthika Mishra,VivekanandaCollege,University of Delhi, Delhi,
12 May, 2016

• ‘Strategic Importance of Kashmir’, by Prof. K. Warikoo, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi, 23 May, 2016

• ‘Jawaharlal Nehru and Roman Rolland: French- Indian
correspondence’ by Mr. Bernard Dufresne, Literary History Specialist,
France, 23 June, 2016

•  ‘Opportunities & challenges in biotechnology & bioprocessing’ by
Dr. Sudheer Singh, National Agri Food Bio Technology, Mohali, 7
October 2016

• ‘Oral History of Cellular Jail, 1910-1979’ by Prof. P.K. Srivastava,
Emeritus Fellow, UGC, Department of Western History, 24 October
2016

• ‘Shram Bazaar mein Bhojpuria Jawan: Sipahiya Loksanskriti’ by
Dr. Dhananjay Singh, Junior Fellow, NMML, 21 November 2016

• Coolie, Convict, Colonist: Indian Labour in Mesopotamia 1916-1921
by Prof. Radhika Singha, Senior Fellow, NMML, 28 November 2016

• ‘Striyan AurAakal: Roti – Satteka Samajshastra’ by Dr. Kailash Rani,
ICSSR Affiliate Fellow, NMML, 23 December 2016

• ‘Colonial Policies and Centres of Indigenous Learning in Early
Modern India ‘ by Dr. Amit K. Suman, Assistant Professor, Kirori
Mal College, University of Delhi, 17 February, 2017

PUBLIC LECTURES

• ‘World War One: Rethinking the Centenary’ by Dr. John Horne,
MRIA, Emeritus Fellow, former Professor of Modern European
History and current Director of the Centre for War Studies, Trinity
College Dublin, 15 November 2016

• �’Education, Technology and Transformative Change’ by Prof. Ian
Jacobs, President and Vice-Chancellor of UNSW, Australia, 16
November 2016
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• ‘India and the Western Liberal Democratic Order’ by Amb. Hardeep
Singh Puri, Former Permanent Representative of India to UN, 31
January, 2017

• ‘U.S. - India Relations under Trump-Modi Administration: What Lies
Ahead’ by Dr. Ashok Sharma, Fellow, Australia-India Institute, The
University of Melbourne, 06 February, 2017

• “Easy to Break the Stalemate—UCC Vs Personal Laws” by Prof.
Madhu Purnima Kishwar, Founder, Manushi, 20 March 2017

INDIA AND THE WIDER WORLD

• ‘Terminating the Interminable: Ending the India-Pakistan Rivalry?’
by Prof. Sumit Ganguly, Indiana University, USA, 22 December 2016

• Special lecture on ‘Geopolitics of Indian Ocean and Indo-Sri Lanka
Relationship’ by Mr. Asanga Abeyagoonasekera, Director General,
Institute of National Security Studies Sri Lanka(INSSSL), 25
February, 2017

‘INDIA AND THE WORLD’ SERIES

• ‘India’s Quarter Century Long Globalisation’ by Mr. Dilip Hiro,
Author & Senior Journalist, London, 27 February, 2017

• “India and Central Asia: Challenges and Opportunities” by Amb.
Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Former Permanent Representative of India
to the United Nations, 21 March 2017

EXHIBITIONS

• Inauguration of Exhibition and Special Lecture in association with
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Foundation’ on ‘Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee: A Selfless Patriot’, 29 June,2016

• ‘Exhibition of ‘Lal Bahadur Shastri: The Pioneer of Peace and Power’
in association with Lal Bahadur Shastri Memorial,3 October 2016

NATIONAL CONFERENCE/ INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE/
SYMPOSIUM

• Two-days Conference on Integral Humanism in Indian Thought with
India Foundation, 19-20 September 2016

• Symposium on ‘One Nation-one Election’ In association with India
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Foundation, New Delhi, 26 November 2016

• Two-days Conference on ‘5th National Convention on Enhancement
of Millet area to Realize a Nutritionally Secure India’ In association
with Millet Network India & Deccan Development society,
Hyderabad, 29-30 November 2016

• Two-days Conference on ‘New Development Paradigms in Public-
Private Partnership’ In association with Centre for Public Affairs,
Indian Council of Social Science Research and India International
Centre, New Delhi, 05-06 January, 2017

PANEL DISCUSSION

• Book Launch and Panel Discussion on The Modern Monk: What
Vivekananda Meansto us Today  by Hindol Sengupta in association
with Penguin Books, 10 January, 2017

• Panel Discussion on ‘The Netaji and The Mahatma: Trajectories of
Nationalism and Blueprints of India’ in association with Gandhi Smriti
and Darshan Samiti, 23 January,  2017

• Panel Discussion on The ‘Idea of ASEAN’ in association with South
East Asia Research Group Department of Political Science, University
of Delhi, 02 February, 2017

MEMORIAL LECTURES

• Srikant Dutt Memorial Lecture on ‘The Boats of Brahmaputra:
Nature and Human Imagination before Steamers’ by Prof. Arupjyoti
Saikia, India Institute of Technology, Guwahati, Assam, 1 April 2016

• Srikant Dutt Memorial Lecture on ‘The Long, Broken Road Ahead
to Reconciliation in the North-East’ by Mr. Pradeep Phanjoubam,
(Imphal Free Press, Manipur), 27 March, 2017

DISCUSSIONS/CONVERSATIONS

• Discussion on ‘Demonetisation, Democratisation& New Vision of
Governance’ In association with SPMRF, New Delhi by Prof. Bibek
Debroy, Member Niti Ayog, in conversation with Shri Ashok Malik,
Senior Columnist and author, 26 November 2016

• Discussion on ‘Budget 2017: Remonetisation, Recalibration &
Reform’ In association with SPMRF, Delhi, 8 February, 2017
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• Academic Discussion on ‘Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s Vision of
India’, 5 July 2016

BOOK LAUNCH/BOOK RELEASE

• Book Release on India 2047: Voices of the Young In association with
NITI Aayog, Government of India & Academic Foundation, Delhi,
11 February 2017

DIALOGUES

Dialogues on ‘Transforming India Dialogues II’ in association with
Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, 21 February, 2017

OCCASIONAL PAPERS

HISTORY AND SOCIETY SERIES

• State and Indigenous Intermediaries: Aspects of administrative
arrangement in British India’s Naga Hills, 1881-1945 by Sodolakpou
Panmei, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi.

MANUSCRIPTS DIVISION

The Manuscripts Section acquires and preserves private papers of
distinguished individuals and records of political and other non-official
organizations, associations and societies that played a significant role in the
development of modern India. These archival materials, which form the
primary source of information for research, are made available to scholars.

During the period under review, the following papers were added to its
archival holdings.

PERSONAL PAPERS

1. PAPERS OF CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH (1902-1987)
Former Prime Minister of India

Mr. Harsh Singh Lohit donated the third instalment of the papers of his
grandfather, Chaudhary Charan Singh comprising correspondence with
Indira Gandhi, Morarji Desai, C. Rajagopalachari, Jayaprakash Narayan,
Chandra Shekhar, George Fernandes, Y.B. Chavan, KamalapatiTripathi,
Asoka Mehta and others. The collection also comprises speeches of
Chaudhary Charan Singh, his medical reports, etc. The papers, covering
the period 1938 - 1987, and are in Hindi and English.
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2. PAPERS OF SATYENDRA SHARAT (B.1929)
Author and Consultant (Drama)

Shri Satyendra Sharat has donated his own papers, comprising
correspondence of Rajendra Yadav, Vishnu Prabhakar, S.H. Vatsyayan
‘Agyeya’, Raghuvir Sahay, Upendra Nath ‘Ashk’, Ratanlal Joshi, Kamal
Joshi, Harivansh Rai Bachchan, and others. The collection also includes
manuscript of book W.B Yeats Occultism by Harivansh Rai Bachchan
Hindi translation of William Shakespeare’s play King Lear by Harivansh
Rai Bachchan, rare editions of Chand, Nai Dhara, Kalpana, Sarika
(monthly magazines), Navneet (Hindi digest), Kahani (visheshank), etc.,
and his writings. The papers covering the period 1923-2008, are in
English, Hindi and Urdu.

3. PAPERS OF M.G.K. MENON (1928-2016)
Physicist and Scientist

Two more instalments of the papers of Prof. M.G.K. Menon have been
donated by his wife Smt. Indumati Menon comprising correspondence
with various organizations and H.J. Bhabha. Besides, the collection also
comprises papers relating to his contribution and activities in various
academies, organizations of science and technology. The papers covering
the period 1952-2016, are in English.

DIGITISATION OF ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Archival material available in the Section is being digitised for posterity.
During the period under review the collections which have been digitised
are: Asok Mitra, M.S. Mehta, M.K. Gandhi (Pyarelal) (V and XV Insts.)
and Jayaprakash Narayan (I-II and III Insts.). The collections which were
scanned during this period consist of approx. 6,56,077 pages and metadata
of 4,53,713 pages was also prepared.

RESEARCH AND REFERENCE

Many researchers continued to use our rich archival resources. During
the period under review, the total number of scholars attended to in the
Reading Room was 582. These scholars were recommended by their
respective Universities/Institutions in India and abroad for consulting our
archival holdings. 10,975 files from different collections were supplied to
them for consultation. In addition, 82,434 pages were photo-copied for being
supplied to individual scholars as well as for official use.



-: 15 :-

ORAL HISTORY DIVISION

The Oral History Division generates documents relating to the social and
political development of modern India through interviews with distinguished
individuals who have played a prominent role in public affairs. The total
number of persons and sessions recorded so far stands at 1,364 and 5,577
respectively. During the period under review, transcripts of six interviews
were finalised bringing the total number of finalised transcripts to 937.

A brief account of the interviews finalized during the year is given below:

(1) Bal Ram Nanda (1917-2010)
Eminent Author and Founder-Director of NMML, from Rawalpindi
(now in Pakistan).

His reminiscences include, among other subjects, political atmosphere in
Lahore in the 1930-40s; experiences as an official of the Indian Railways
before Independence (1947); on his books Mahatma Gandhi: A
Biography, and Witness to Partition: A Memoir; recollection of his
experiences with Jawaharlal Nehru, while writing the book The Nehrus:
Motilal and Jawaharlal; role as a writer and historian; and on establishing
NMML.

(2) Gurdial Singh (1951-    )
Former Chairperson, Central Electricity Authority, and Ex-officio
Secretary to Government of India, from Rohtak, Haryana.

He has mainly spoken on the condition of power sector, pre and post-
independent India; Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and ‘temples of modern
India’; hydroelectric projects; foundation of Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd.
(1964), and Central Electricity Authority (1975); Sardar

Sarovar, Indira Sagar, Hirakud and other multipurpose projects; role of
private players, including the World Bank, and States in power sector;
electrification of rural areas; scope of nuclear, solar and gas for power
generation in India.

(3) Mohini Rao
Daughter of C.Y. Chintamani, from Allahabad

She has mainly spoken on her father C.Y. Chintamani, and his relations
with Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Dr Rajendra Prasad, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and others. Besides, she has also spoken
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on her early life, family atmosphere, education, career and national
movement.

(4) Zohra Segal (1912-2014)
Renowned Theatre Personality, Dancer, Actor, Choreographer and
Teacher, from Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh.

She has mainly recorded on her early life, family background and
education; her famous play ‘EkthiNani’; foreign tours with regard to her
dance training, and performances at Marie WiegmannTanzenSchule,
Germany; and reminiscences of Uday Shankar.

(5) C.V. Chary (1931-   )
Congressman, Bhoodan activists, from Devarakonda, Telengana.

The transcript mainly deals with Hyderabad Satyagraha (1938-39);
formation of Hyderabad State Congress (1938); agitation against Nizam
rule, and merger of Hyderabad State into Indian Union (1948); Vinoba
Bhave and Bhoodan movement in Hyderabad (1951); Communists and
Telengana movement (1951); Mahatma Gandhi’s idea of basic education,
technical education and development of villages.

(6) M.H. Alvi
Personnel of Indian National Army, from Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.

He has mainly recorded his reminiscences related to Subhas Chandra Bose
including his last meeting with Netaji in Rangoon (1945); Netaji’s visit
to Singapore; British Indian Army and INA; Netaji’s meeting with Adolf
Hitler; and INA and India’s freedom struggle.

During the period under review, the unit has also sent the transcript of
the interview with Dr S.C. Jamir (1931- ), former Chief Minister and
Governor of Odisha, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Goa, for his vetting and
approval.

Under the modernisation project, the metadata of finalised transcripts
have been compiled and digitisation of Oral History archival materials is under
process.

The recording of interviews and finalization of transcripts is a continuous
process.
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REPROGRAPHY DIVISION

The Reprography Division is engaged in microfilming of old and current
newspapers, periodicals and archival records both in English and Indian
languages to preserve and augment research resources of the Library and
make them available for consultation for the scholars. The Division also
extends various reprographic facilities to those who visit our Library for
research work.

During the period under review, the work of microfilming of the
newspapers made substantial progress. In all, the Division prepared
approximately 33350 Frames on 35mm negative microfilm of the newspapers
such as: The Economic Times(27th Sep to 18 Nov 2002), The Telegraph(22nd
Nov 2006 to11th June 2008), and Deccan Chronicle(1st Sep 1994 to 7th
May 1995).  The microfilm Rolls generated during the period under review
has been accessioned after proper checking, editing and indexing.

108 Direct Duplicating & Duplicating Microfilms were prepared such
as: The Pakistan Times, Dr. K.M. Ashraf, Acharya Shiv Pujan Sahay, Nav
Shakti, C. Rajagopalachari Papers, Agnes Smedley Papers and Alexander
Horace G. Papers,

The Division prepared 8158 Microform Scanned images in CD/DVDs
for individual scholars, various institutions and also for the use of different
section of the organization.

The division also prepared 55 Exhibition posters, 15 Seminar posters,
and also covered 44 (3100 Photographs) different official functions and
delivered to the concerned departments.

PRESERVATION UNIT

The Preservation Section has been engaged in important tasks, such as
repairing very old and valuable documents of the Manuscript Section;
repairing books and journals of the Library; cutting and flattening old and
new newspapers to be supplied to the Reprography Unit for preparing
microfilms.

NEHRU LEARNING CENTRE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

The Nehru Memorial Museum & Library (NMML) established a
Children’s Resource Centre at the Nehru Learning Centre for Children &
Youth (NLCCY) with the aim of keeping alive the legacy of Jawaharlal Nehru,
who had a special interest in child-citizenship.  The Centre focuses on teaching
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the values of democracy, secularism and pluralism. Conceived as a resource
centre for children as well as adults working with children, the Centre has
a series of regular programmes for children and teachers, drawing upon the
presence of the Museum, Library and Planetarium. It also has a Children’s
Library that has over 5,000 books, apart from art and craft material and games
for children. In addition to regular Programmes such as “Museum Tours”,
“Nature and Heritage Walk”, outreach Programme, reading and learning
session in the Children’s Library, the NLCCY also developed a number of
programmes for Children, Youth and Teachers.

A brief account of the activities of the Nehru Learning Centre for Children
and Youth during the year is given below.

NEHRU PLANETARIUM

During the period under review, 2,10,172 visitors purchased the Sky
Theatre tickets and viewed the Planetarium shows. Of these, 76,186 were
school children visiting in special groups, seeing the Planetarium shows at
highly concessional rates. In addition to the regular public shows at 11:30
AM, 1:30 PM, 3 and 4 PM, the planetarium conducted 80 additional public
shows and 181 school shows, on demand, during this period.

Publications and Paper presentations

● An article, “The Jantar Mantar observatories of India”, by Dr. Rathnasree,
Director, Nehru Planetarium, was commissioned and published in the
book “An introduction to Indian Astronomical traditions: A reader”. by
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR).

● Dr. Rathnasree attended 9th international conference on oriental
astronomy at Indian Institute of Science education and research Pune
(IISER) from 15thto 18thNovember, 2016 and presented two oral
presentations in the conference titled 1) Towards a restoration and
continued usage of the Jantar Mantar observatory, Delhi: Calibration and
observations with the Jaiprakash and the Ram Yantra and 2) A
Quantitative Study of Accuracies in Positions of Star Markers on
Historical Astrolabes. The second paper arose from archeo- Astronomy
research work undertaken using the production system for the Full Dome
projection at the planetarium.

● On 4thMarch, 2016, the Director Nehru Planetarium visited St. Ann’s
college, Hyderabad, to deliver  a talk titled “Cutting edge Astronomy
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directions : Indian footprint and student opportunities” in a National
seminar conducted by the St. Ann’s college, on Women in Science,
education and research

● Director, Nehru Planetarium gave a talk at Hindu college titled “Jantar
Mantar observatories: Teaching laboratories of positional Astronomy”,
on the 18th of March, 2016 during their annual science festival Quarks
2016.

Audio-Visual Histories

● Planetarium conducted an Audio Visual History Interview on 12th February
2017 of Prof. Jayant V. Narlikar. Prof. Narlikar was interviewed by Prof.
Patrick Das Gupta, Department of Physics and Astrophysics, Delhi
University.

Workshops/Seminars/Public Lectures

● In collaboration with Vigyan Prasar, DST, Planetarium conducted a Public
Lecture on “The Sound of Black Holes” by a visiting Scientist, Akshat
Singhal of Gran Sasso Science Institute, Italy, on 23rd August, 2016 for
school Students.

● On 4th November, 2016 Nehru Planetarium organized a talk in the sky
theater of the planetarium on the Evolution of Galaxies, by the Chilean
Astronomer Guillermo Blanc.

● Planetarium organized a Public Lecture on Radio Pulsars by Prof. Avinash
Deshpande, Raman Research Institute on 25thJanuary 2017 in the Sky
Theatre.   

● Planetarium organized a public lecture on 2nd February, 2017 titled “Extra
Solar Planets” by Dr. Garima Singh, NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratories,
Pasadena, California, USA and “Giant Planets of the Solar System” by
David Dubois, LATMOS (Laboratorie Atmosphere, Milieux et
Observations Spatiales), Paris, France, and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory,
NASA/Caltech, Pasadena, USA.

Exhibitions

● An exhibition titled “A multifaceted celebration of Astronomy” was
inaugurated at the Planetarium on 15th November 2016 by Director,
NMML. The exhibition has been prepared in-house at the planetarium,
and has about 50 display panels with attractive and evocative
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visualizations, describing various aspects of Astronomy.

Commemorations

● On 6th October, 2016   Nehru Planetarium commemorated Birth
Anniversary of Meghnad Saha: Pioneer in Astrophysics, through a
workshop conducted in the sky theater of the planetarium for school
students.

● From 14th November to the 30th of November 2016, the Planetarium
commemorated Birth Anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru through a
celebration of Children’s Fortnight for all school visitors in this period.

Telescope Skywatch

● The planetarium conducted regular monthly skywatch with telescopes
in the Teen Murti campus, and 7 telescope skywatch activities off campus
at various schools in the NCR region, during this period.

● Planetarium conducted viewing of the Transit of Mercury, a major celestial
event, on 9th May, 2016.  Around 500 people viewed the Transit of
Mercury from the front lawn of Teen Murti Bhawan. Preparatory
workshops were also conducted for Delhi and NCR schools to organise
their own viewing of this celestial event.

Educational programs

● Regular educational programs were conducted every month, in
collaboration with the CRC, in the form of Sky theater interactions, hands
on activities, puppetry and theater workshops.

● During the summer, week long Puppetry and Theater workshops with
celestial themes were conducted at the conclusion of which, participating
children presented their own productions.

● The Planetarium mentored the participation of undergraduate and
postgraduate students from Delhi and NCR regions in the Delhi chapter
of the Skywatchers Association Network (SWAN), a Radio Astronomy
initiative of the Raman Research Institute.

● The Planetarium organized a special programme “Taramandalkisair” on
28th September, 2016 as a part of Hindi Pakhwada for the staff of Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library at the sky theater of Nehru Planetarium.

● Nehru Planetarium and Nehru Learning Center for Children and Youth
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organised a talk by Prof. MayankVahia from the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, Mumbai, on the topic “Life in the Universe” which
was followed by an interactive discussion session on Astronomy
Olympiads and careers in Astronomy on April 6th 2017 in the sky theater
of Nehru Planetarium.

Festivals of Measurement

● The Planetarium, in collaboration with the Archaeological Survey of India
and the Astronomical Society of India, conducted a “Festival of
Measurement” on 28th Feb., 2017 in Jantar Mantar Observatory, New
Delhi and 5th March, 2017 at the Jantar Mantar Observatory in Jaipur.

● The Planetarium, in collaboration with Nehru Learning Centre for
Children & Youth conducted a workshop ‘Festival of Science, Nature
and Culture’ through creative arts on 14th January 2017 in the Teen Murti
campus.

Annual Events

● The Planetarium conducted its Annual Space Art Contest on Monday
13th February, 2017 for school students. This is one of the most popular
activity conducted by the planetarium. It was held for the three age
groups, i.e. 6-8 years, 9-12 years and 13-16 years. From each group five
best paintings were selected by a panel of judges. First three from each
group were awarded prizes and remaining two were given consolation
prizes. An Institutional trophy was awarded for the overall performance. 
Participation certificates were given to all the participants.

● The Planetarium organized its Annual Astronomy Quiz Contest for
Government & Public school students on Monday, 29th August, 2016.
The number of participants from each school is limited to four, two from
classes VI-VIII and two from classes IX-XII. About 100 school students
from 20 schools participated in the quiz contest.

PROGRESSIVE USE OF HINDI

The work relating to the implementation of the Official Language Policy
in Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, is being looked after by the Assistant
Director (Hindi). The Departmental Official Language Implementation
Committee of the Organization is constituted under the Chairmanship of the
Director.
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During the period under review, the Hindi Unit organized Six Hindi
Workshops on “Computer Tatha Hindi”, “Hindi Mein Tippan Tatha Prarup
Lekhan”, “Computer, Unicode aur Hindi”, “Hindi Bhasha ke Vibhinn Aayam”,
“Hindi Ki Barhti Lokpriyta” and “Rajbhasha Hindi ki Samvaidhanik Sthiti”.
Also four meetings of the Official Language Implementation Committee were
held on 12 May 2016, 31 August 2016, 27 December 2016 and 22 March
2017.

In compliance with the directions of the Department of Official Language,
‘Hindi Pakhwara’ was organized from 14 September to 29 September 2016 in
the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library. A Panel Discussion was held on
14thSept. 2016 by Dr. Pramod Kumar Dubey, NCERT, New Delhi; Shri V.
P. Gaur, Director (O.L.) MoC and Dr. Ajay Tiwari, Formerly at University
of Delhi titled Rajbhasha ki Avashshyakta. During this period, various
competitions like Essay writing, Noting/Drafting, Film Show, Quiz,
Translation, Story Writing, Speech Competition, Planetarium Walk and Poetry
Recitation were organized for the employees of the Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library with the aim to promote and encourage the use of Hindi Official
Language in day-to-day official work of the institution. On 05 October 2016
a prize distribution function of ‘Hindi Pakhwara’ was held in the Auditorium.
Shri Shakti Sinha, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library gave away
93 prizes to the winners. 

BUDGET AND ACCOUNT

During the year 2016-17, NMML had received an amount of Rs. 16.35
crore from the Government of India, Ministry of Culture against sanctioned
amount of Rs. 19.93 Crore as Non-Plan grant for the Payment of Salaries,
etc. and general maintenance of society.

Besides, miscellaneous and sundry receipts during the year stand at Rs.
142.83 lakh under Non-Plan Account

The Society has also affiliated research fellows of various other
educational/research promotional institution. For the payment of fellowship
and contingency grant to these research fellows, separate grants aggregating
to Rs. 54.65 lakh have been received during the year 2016-17 from the
University Grants Commission. The break up is as follow:-

1. Indian Council of Social Science Research Rs.    1,78,000.00
2. University Grant Commission Rs.  52,87,472.00

Rs.  54,65,472.00
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APPENDIX

Members of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library Society

1. Shri Narendra Modi - President

2. Shri Rajnath Singh - Vice-President

3. Shri ArunJaitley

4. Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani

5. Dr. Mahesh Sharma

6. Shri T.N. Chaturvedi

7. Dr. Karan Singh

8. Shri MallikarjunKharge

9. Shri M.K. Rasgotra

10. Shri Nitin Desai

11. Dr. B.P. Singh

12. Shri Narayana Murthy

13. Prof. MakarandParanjpe

14. Dr. PratapBhanu Mehta

15. Prof. NayanjotLahiri

16. Prof. UdayonMisra

17. Prof. BibekDebroy

18. Prof. Lokesh Chandra

19. Prof. Kasturirangan

20. Prof. Rajiv Kumar

21. Dr. ChandrashekharDasgupta

22. Shri SwapanDasgupta

23. Shri M.J. Akbar
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24. Dr. Vijay Kelkar

25. General V.P. Malik

26. Shri Sudarshan Agarwal

27. Dr. A. Surya Prakash

28. Shri A.G.K. Menon

29. Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Finance, Department
of Expenditure (ex-officio)

30. Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Culture (ex-officio)

31. Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Urban Development
(ex-officio)

32. Shri Jairam Ramesh

33. Chairman, University Grants Commission

34. Shri Shakti Sinha, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum & Library
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Members of the Executive Council

1. Prof. Lokesh Chandra - Chairman

2. Shri M.J. Akbar - Vice-Chairman

3. Shri Nitin Desai

4. Shri SwapanDasgupta

5. Dr. A. Surya Prakash

6. Financial Advisor, Ministry of Culture (ex-officio)

7. A representative of Ministry of Culture (ex-officio) (Joint Secretary
in-charge)

8. Shri Shakti Sinha, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum & Library

Members of the Finance Committee

1. Shri Nitin Desai - Chairman

2. Prof. Rajiv Kumar

3. Dr.Chandrashekhar Dasgupta

4. Financial Advisor, Ministry of Culture (ex-officio)

5. Shri Shakti Sinha, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum & Library
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NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

TEEN MURTI HOUSE, NEW DELHI-110011.

Schedule 21

Accounting Policies and Notes to Accounts for the Financial Year Ended
31.03.2017

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML) was established on
01.04.1966 under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. The NMML is primarily
a research institution and is engaged in the research work of high order in
Social Sciences – particularly Modern Indian History and to establish, maintain
and run Museum and library. It is a non-profit earning, non-manufacturing
body and is fully funded by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India.
The Accounts of the entity comprise of the accounts of the NMML Society,
Modernization Project Fund and General Provident Fund and Contributory
Provident Fund of the Society.

A.  Accounting Policies

1. Accounting Convention

The financial statements of the NMML have been drawn up on historical
cost convention and have been prepared in accordance with applicable
Accounting Standards issued by The Institute of Chartered Accountants
of India on accrual basis unless otherwise stated.

2. Use of Estimates

The preparation of Financial Statements requires some estimates which
effect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities on the date of Financial
Statements and reported amount of Revenue and Expenses during the
year.  Difference between the actual result and estimates are recognized
in the period in which results are known/ materialized.

3. Revenue Recognition

a) Income from sales of tickets and services are accounted for on receipt
basis and is net of rebate and discount wherever applicable.
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b) Fee received for Library Membership are accounted for on cash basis;

c) Income from royalty is accounted for on cash basis and based on the
terms or relevant agreement and the statement received from the
publishers;

d) Income from investments –

(i) Interest on interest bearing securities and fixed deposits is
recognized on a time proportion basis taking into account the
amount outstanding and rate applicable.

(ii) Interest pertaining to specific/ endowment fund is credited to the
respective fund account.

4. Grants-in-aid

Government Grants for revenue are recognized as income to the extent
amount has been utilized as expenditure in the Income and Expenditure
account.   Unutilized amount of grants in aid at the year end is treated as
liability and carried to next year.

Government Grants for acquisition of specific fixed assets are credited to
Capital fund. Further the amount equivalent to depreciation for the year
is transferred to Income & Expenditure account.

5. Fund

i) The word ‘Fund’ has been used to denote the intention to keep the
balances   invested ultimately.

ii) Corpus refers to funds contributed by the founders with a specific
direction that they form part of the corpus of the NMML and is
increased/ decreased by the net operating results shown in Income
and Expenditure Account (other than surplus, if any transferred to
any Reserves or Earmarked Funds).

iii) Capital Fund represents the value of fixed assets created out of the
grants-in-aid.

6. Fixed Assets

Fixed Assets are stated at cost of acquisition less depreciation thereon
except for non-depreciable assets.



-: 33 :-

7. Depreciation

Depreciation on Fixed Assets is provided on Written down Value Method
at the rates prescribed under the Income Tax Act, 1961.

8. Investments

Investments are intended to be held till the maturity as per the management
policies and are valued at cost.

9. Inventories

Inventories of publications, raw microfilms are shown at cost.

10. Employees Benefits

Retirement benefits are comprised of General Provident Fund, Death-
cum-Retirement Gratuity (DCRG), Pension and Leave Encashment as
well as post Retirement Medical benefits and are paid/ accounted for on
cash basis in accordance with the Central Government Rule.

11. Contingent liabilities

Liabilities, though contingent, are provided for if there are reasonable
prospects of such liabilities maturing. Other contingent liabilities, barring
frivolous claims, not acknowledged as debts, are disclosed by way of
note.

B. NOTES TO ACCOUNTS

1) There has been shortfall of investment of GPF Fund and CP fund as on
31.3.2017 by Rs. 1,21,24,683/- (Rs. 77,41,786/- as on 31.3.2016) as
compared with the accumulated balance of GP fund and CP fund on that
date.  The shortfall is mainly on account of minimum interest payable as
per the notification of the Central Government on the members’
accumulated balance of fund and the interest earned on the investment
held in earlier years.

2)  Corpus Fund

During the Financial Year 2013-14 Ministry of Culture, Government of
India, New Delhi vide letter No.F-9-1/2013-C&M dated 17th September
2013 has sanctioned and released a Financial Assistance of Rs.150 Crore
(Rupees One hundred and fifty crore only) as one time Corpus grant to
the NMML, for carrying out its activities. Further as stipulated in Para 2
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of the above sanction letter, the release of the corpus fund is subject to
the following terms and conditions:

i) NMML will meet all its Annual Plan Grant requirements (including
grants for creation of Capital Assets) from interest earned on this
corpus amount with effect from 2014-15 onwards.

ii) The corpus fund would be invested as per the Government of India
guidelines and NMML would set up an Investment Committee.  The
interest earned will be utilized for meeting all Plan expenditure of
NMML including the existing and emerging strategic objectives.

iii) A separate account will be maintained for the interest accrued on the
corpus & shall be utilized for the purpose for which it is sanctioned
and no expenditure should be incurred on the routine administrative
activities.

iv) The funds should not be diverted for any other purpose without the
approval of Ministry of Culture.

v) A Committee will be constituted by NMML to monitor the progress
of the work and a report of the Committee should be submitted to
the Ministry of Culture from time to time.

vi) The assets created out of this interest should not, without the prior
approval of the Government of India, be disposed or encumbered or
utilized for purpose other than those for which the grant is sanctioned.

vii) A separate register of assets acquired wholly or substantially out of
the interest earned should be maintained in the prescribed form and a
certified copy from the Register in respect of the assets so acquired
should be sent to this Ministry annually.

3)  Chairman of the Executive Council approved the constitution of the
investment committee on 15th May. 2013.  The Investment Committee
consists of Dr. Vijay Kelkar as Chairman and Dr. Usha Thorat, Financial
Adviser, Ministry of Culture, Joint Secretary in-charge of NMML, Ministry
of Culture and Director, NMML as members.  This committee met three
times on 14th August 2013, 5th October, 2013 and 18th March, 2014 and in
the last meeting decided to invest the corpus fund in three nationalized
banks.

4) As per the decision of the Executive Committee held on 24-6-2014 on
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the argumentation of Corpus Fund, the amount as stated below has been
transferred from unutilized interest on Corpus Fund to interest apportioned
to Corpus Fund as on 31-3-2017:

-For the Financial Year 2013-2014(being 25% approx) Rs. 1,30,00,000

-For the Financial Year 2014-2015 (being 50% approx) Rs. 5,40,00,000

-For the Financial Year 2015-2016 (being 50% approx) Rs. 7,50,00,000

-For the Financial Year 2016-2017 (being 50% approx) Rs. 5,43,09,395

5) Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund (JNMF) vide letter dated 29th June  2016
has stated that it is difficult to maintain the Gratuity Fund Account of 10
persons of Nehru Planetarium unit  of NMML with JNMF employees
Group Gratuity Fund. JNMF vide letter dated 29th June  2016   has  remitted
a sum of Rs.27,07,188 being Gratuity claim up to 31.03.2016 in respect
of the above employees which has been received  by them from LIC in full
settlement of JNMF portion covered under the LIC Policy. The amount
of Gratuity claims so received has been shown under the head ‘’Current
Liabilities and Provision’’- in Schedule 5. The management is in the process
of making earmarked investment for this purpose.

6) Previous year figures have been regrouped/ recast wherever necessary.

Schedules 1 to 21 form an integral part of Financial Statement.

For Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

(Shakti Sinha) (Nidhi Srivastava)
Director Adminstrative Officer
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