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Message
I am happy to learn that as part of its endeavour, GSDS made special efforts to reach out 
to youth from different parts of India. The camps organized for the youth during the year 
are an important endeavour towards volunteering them for service to the society.

Let us work to find a way for a civilized future for our grand children and for our great 
grand children. Let us go through a technology that takes us to a beautiful nature and 
freedom from fear. Let us imagine a world with freedom from fear and hunger where atom 
bombs are not needed.

Most terrorists and violent adults have experienced brutal and violent childhood. The 
childhood and growing stage of the human being should be nurtured and nourished with the 
right education, knowledge, strength and compassion. Violence and terror are a psychological 
subject and we have to work together to turn the tide of hate with love and compassion.

Once I had the honour of meeting. His holiness, the Dalai Lama. Among many other things. 
His Holiness mentioned that love and compassion ought to be nurtured to the children and 
youth with a sense of responsibility.

According to the great Indian philosopher, Swami Vivekananda, “civilization” translated in 
Hindi language represents the tradition of the true and good conduct of the individual and 
the society. Swami Vivekananda said: “it is the patient building of character, the intense 
struggle to realize the truth that alone will tell in the future of humanity”.

Violence is pollution and pollution is violence. This consciousness has to be translated into 
the objective of a movement for cleaning the human mind of violence against violence 
and pollution will be a universal message that goes beyond religious, political and social 
divisions.

As a reader and the Vice-Chairperson of this prestigious institution, I congratulate the 
Director and the entire staff of GSDS for the constructive programmes documented in the 
Annual Report.

(Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee)
Vice-Chairperson, GSDS
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Foreword

Making the youth the leaders of tomorrow 
Your beliefs become your thoughts, 
Your thoughts become your words, 
Your words become your actions, 
Your actions become your habits, 
Your habits  become your values, 
Your values become your destiny

–Mahatma Gandhi

A vast population of the young generation is on a journey towards change. The change is not just 
in terms of education, social, economic or political empowerment, but development in every other 
sphere that correlate to the overall human personality. The challenge however is how this change 
contributes to issues of justice and equity in our contemporary society. 

As more than 40 per cent of our population is youth it is crucial that special efforts are needed 
to harness their power and energy. Their role in the process of community-building and nation-
building cannot be ignored. Also it is important to note that in the backdrop of indiscriminate 
commercialization and a trend towards a materialistic culture, it is a challenge to bring together the 
real potential of the youth and how this huge humanpower can yield the demographic dividend. 
Besides to ensure that we are able to yield this demographic dividend, we need to identify issues 
and concerns from the lenses of the youth. 

In the backdrop of the vast challenges faced by the Indian youth, increasingly we find many of 
them voicing their concerns in public platforms and employing all possible means for communicating 
their distress and apathy. In this context, to facilitate a systemic change and prepare the youth to 
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work for an India of Mahatma Gandhi’s dreams, Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti initiated 
a series of Ýuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir’ during the year 2012-13. 

The Samiti is conscious of the fact that if the youth power and energy is not harnessed properly, 
it can push them to negative actions like drug addiction, criminalization, terrorism and other anti-
social behaviour. It is also a fact that in many areas of governance and democratic processes the 
youth continue to be an unrepresented entity. Illiterate youth from marginal communities continue 
to remain invisible in most decision making processes and development programmes. They represent 
the most vulnerable communities which needs empowerment. The Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivirs 
are an attempt to wean the youth away from these negative attitudes and develop their capacities 
to take up constructive work. 

A significant endeavour of the Camps is to develop capacities of the youth to understand the 
society; it is crucial that we prepare them to understand the concerns of fellow ordinary citizen’s 
right from a young age. There are discussed in details during the Camps. During the brainstorming 
sessions it is also analysed as to why many Government policies fail and why in many occasions 
there is little acceptability of the ongoing schemes and policies. The disconnect between government 
machinery and the common person needs to be understood in its proper context. Also it is 
generally felt is lack of open dialogues between the aspirations of the last person in the society 
and the agenda of the Government. These gaps lead to lack of understanding of each other’s 
priorities. This in turn leads to situations of conflicts. The inherent wisdom and knowledge of 
many marginalized communities are disregarded and development is more than often a top 
down approach instead of bottom up. 

The youth also needs to be trained to imbibe Gandhian values and approach to concerns of the 
last person of the society with humility. A feeling of ‘seva’ (service) should be inherent in their 
work for the community. The learning’s of the Camps were linked to these understandings.

The Camps were organized in different parts of the country and Delhi. These had broad range 
of objectives with emphasis on propagation of Gandhian values. These included different parts of 
Bihar, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Jharkhand, Kerala and 
Jammu and Kashmir. Besides, the thrust was to prepare a group of youth in different states to 
spread the message of Gandhiji’s Gram Swaraj. The goals were to develop leadership amongst the 
youth with a Gandhian approach and prepare them to contribute to justice and equity through 
constructive work. 

4  •  ANNuAL REPORT 2012-2013



The Samiti feels that through these youth leadership development camps we can empower the 
youth to take initiative on their own and become effective and responsible leaders. The Samiti is 
conscious of the fact that it is essential to provide the youth with opportunities to develop relevant 
skills which will help them take up challenging tasks for an egalitarian society. 

Some of different skill building activities taken up the various Camps included: understanding 
nature, disaster management, developing holistic values through creative pursuits, gender equity, 
understanding the importance of tribal self-rule, gardening, participatory theatre, youth participation 
in democratic processes, work to strengthen communal harmony, etc. 

An important feature of these Camps is to motivate the youth to study Gandhiana and try to 
analyse it in the context of contemporary issues and concerns. Understanding these issues from the 
perspective of Gandhian philosophy is crucial for facilitating a society based on the principles of 
justice and equality. Reading the Autobiography, Hind Swaraj, India of My Dreams, Constructive 
Programmes, and other books related to Gandhian philosophy gives the youth the wherewithal 
to understand the life and message of the Father of the Nation but also helps to connect them 
to the community. 

The Samiti is aware that the needs and aspirations of the youth of the country should be 
incorporated in the vision of a modern India which is inclusive and promotes dignity of its people. 
Hence, the efforts were to work directly with the youth. 

We hope to continue to our work with the youth in the years to come. We will continue to focus 
our attention to prepare the youth to work with a Gandhian approach and imbibe Gandhian values.

–Manimala
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Gandhi Smriti and Darshan 
Samiti: A Profile 
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS) 
was formed in September 1984 by the 
merger of Gandhi Darshan at Rajghat and 
Gandhi Smriti, at 5, Tees January Marg as an 
autonomous body, and is functioning 
under the constructive advice and financial 
support from the Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India. The Prime Minister 
of India is its Chairperson and it has 
a nominated body of senior Gandhians 
and representatives of various government 
departments to guide it in its activities. The 
basic aim and objective of the Samiti is to 
propagate the life, mission and thought of 

Mahatma Gandhi through various socio-
educational and cultural programmes. 

The Samiti has two campuses: 
(a) Gandhi Smriti

Gandhi Smriti, housed in the Old Birla 
House on 5, Tees January Marg, New 
Delhi, is the sacred place where Mahatma 
Gandhi’s epic Life ended on 30 January 
1948. Mahatma Gandhi had lived in this 
house from 9 September 1947 to 30 January 
1948. Thus, the hallowed house treasures 
many memories of the last 144 days of his 
life. The Old Birla House was acquired by 
the Government of India in 1971 and was 
converted into a National Memorial of the 

A landscape view of the Prayer Ground in Gandhi Smriti where the Martyr’s Column, the site of the 
Martyrdom of Mahatma Gandhi stands.
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Father of the Nation and was opened to the 
public on August 15, 1973.

The preserves include the room where 
Gandhiji lived and the prayer ground where 
mass congregation used to be held and 
where Gandhiji was felled by the assassin’s 
bullets on January 30, 1948. The building 
and the landscape have been preserved as 
they were in those days.

The Memorial consists of: 

(a) Visual Aspects to perpetuate the memory 
of Mahatma Gandhi and the noble ideals 
they represented, 

(b) Educative Aspects to focus concentrated 
attention on certain values of life that 
made Gandhi a Mahatma, and 

(c) Service Aspects to introduce activities in 
order to sub-serve certain felt needs.

On display in the Museum are photographs, 
sculptures, paintings, frescos, inscriptions 
on rocks and relics pertaining to the years 
Gandhiji spent here. The meagre personal 
effects of Gandhiji too are carefully 
preserved. 

Left and below: The Minifigure section in 
Gandhi Smriti, depicting the major events from 
the life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. 
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The entrance gate itself is of great historical 
significance as it was from the top of this 
Gate, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
announced to the World about the passing 
away of Mahatma Gandhi, “… the light has 
gone out our lives and there is darkness 
everywhere…”

A larger than life statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi, with a boy and a girl holding a 
dove in their hands standing on either side, 
emerging out of the globe, symbolising his 
universal concern for the poor and the 
deprived, welcomes the visitor at the main 
entrance of the Gandhi Smriti. It is the work 

of the renowned sculptor Sri Ram Sutar. 
The legend at the base of the sculpture says, 
“My Life is My Message”.

A Martyr’s Column stands at the spot where 
the Father of the Nation was assassinated, 
commemorating the Martyrdom of 
Mahatma Gandhi as the embodiment 
of all the sufferings and sacrifices that 
characterised the long struggle for India’s 
Freedom. A broad stone pavement is laid 

(Above): A view of the room in which Mahatma 
Gandhi lived during his last days in the 

erstwhile Birla House, presently Gandhi Smriti.

(Below): A view of the photographic exhibition, 
from Mohandas to Mahatma in  

Gandhi Smriti Museum.
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round the Column for devotees to take a reverential 
parikrama (walk around). The wide space in front of the 
Column is made for devotees to offer homage. Close to 
the Martyr’s Column on the lower lawns are the words 
of Gurudev Tagore, “He stopped at the threshold of 
every hut…”

In the Centre of the Prayer Ground, is a Pavilion with 
frescos on the walls, depicting the continuity of India’s 
cultural voyage, her interaction across the globe and 
the emergence of Mahatma Gandhi as a universal 
Man embodying in his person all that is sublime in 
human life as he said, ‘for my material needs my village 
is my world but for my spiritual needs the whole world 
is my village’.

Outside the Pavilion there is a bench, made of red sand 
stone on which Mahatma Gandhi used to sit during the 
prayer or in conversation with the vast mass of humanity 
who would assemble on the lawns of the Old Birla House 
seeking his counsel and solace in those troubled days.

The green lawns are the main feature of the Prayer 
Ground with peripheral decorations with white rose beds 
laid round the lawn. Near the entrance of the memorial 

on its right lawn is inscribed “India of 
Gandhi’s Dream”. At the roundabout close 
to the prayer ground are the words of Albert 
Einstein, “Generations to come will scarce 
believe…” In the centre of the roundabout 
is a creation of the renowned artist Sankho 
Chowdhury in bronze, symbolising the 
Eternal Flame lit by Gandhi with his 
martyrdom.

Above: The Eternal Flame, a creation of 
renowned artist Sankho Chowdhury stands as a 
symbol of peace and hope in Gandhi Smriti.

Below: The red sand stone on which Mahatma 
Gandhi used to sit during the prayer.
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Gandhiji’s Room at Gandhi Smriti has 
been kept exactly as it was on the day of 
his assassination. All his possessions are on 
display: his glasses, walking stick, a knife, 
fork and spoon, the rough stone he used 
instead of soap. His bed was a mattress on 
the floor, plain white, with a low, wooden 
desk by its side. There is also an old and 
well-used copy of the Gita.

The entire building is now divided into 
different sections. On either side of the 
main entrance of the building a Prayer 
composed by the Mahatma ‘A Servants 
Prayer’ and his eternal message, his 
‘Talisman’ are on display. 

The evolution of Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi to Mahatma Gandhi is depicted 
in the south wing through 35 panels of 
black and white photographs accompanied 
by a simple narrative. The south wing also 
houses an auditorium and a committee 
room.

Besides, the exhibition has been so aligned 
that the south wing gives a simple narration 
of the journey and evolution of a boy 
called Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
and how through his ‘experiments with 
truth’, he leads India and humanity to its 
emancipation.

The northern wing has five different 
sections. The first section, the gallery 
leading towards the room where Gandhiji 
spent the last 144 days of his life is devoted 
to his Peace Pilgrimage and Martyrdom. 
Next to this is the second section, another 
room with special focus on the last 48 
hours of his life, which culminates with 

his martyrdom. This section has also an 
auditorium with facilities to screen films 
on Mahatma Gandhi. 

The third section of the north wing projects 
the ‘India of Gandhi’s Dreams’ and the 
formulae he has left behind for posterity 
to realise this dream: the Eighteen Point 
Constructive Programme. Gandhi wanted 
to present India as a model of development 
before the world with scientific precision. 
The epic journey ends – Father of the 
Nation is gone. But his legacy lives on. 
Above all, an unfulfilled dream remains as 
a challenge before us to build the ‘India’ of 
his ‘dreams’.

The fourth section Sumana has twenty-
eight enclosures/panels in all. The section, 
which is today, are the Minifigures, depict 
important events in the life of Mahatma 
Gandhi from his boyhood to his martyrdom. 
Crafted by Smt. Sushila Rajni Patel, this 
section of the Museum is an enriching 
experience. 

In the fifth section Sanmati, the Gandhi 
Smriti Literature Centre, there is a vast 
collection of Gandhiana and other related 
and relevant books available under one 
roof.

A special section is devoted to explain 
how the world reveres Mahatma Gandhi. 
The first part is through the eyes of the 
artistes reflecting the magnificent life of the 
Mahatma. The second part is Gandhi on 
himself.

In the centre, people are led to assimilate, 
absorb and feel the presence of the 
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Mahatma through a 40 second multi-
media animation, depicting the last journey 
of the Father of the Nation towards his 
Martyrdom.

A Comprehensive Exhibition covering 
1857-1947 – From Raj to Swaraj is placed in 
the pergola, which is now a walking art 
gallery and which provides an opportunity 
to artists from all segments of our society 
and all parts of the world to witness 
India’s March to Freedom and have 
an interface with the visiting mass of 
humanity. Children and artists from weaker 
sections are given special opportunity 
by the Samiti. 

From here the visitors are guided into the 
room where Bapuji spent the last 144 days 
of his life. As they come out of this room 
they are acquainted with history of these 
144 days through the Photo Exhibition 
accompanied by narratives culled out from 

the accounts of the eye witnesses.

Swaraj at Gandhi Smriti showcases 
Gandhian emphasis on khadi, cottage 
industries and rural development.

The Kirti Mandap pandal christened by 
the eminent Sarod Player ustad Amjad Ali 
Khan, near the Martyr’s Column at Gandhi 
Smriti has the capacity to accommodate 500 
participants for major programmes. 

In an endeavour to provide the 
underprivileged section of the society skills 
in computer, stitching and embroidery, 
early childhood care and education, 
community health, spinning and weaving, 
mime and music, Srijan – the Gandhi 
Smriti Educational Centre – has been set up 
at Gandhi Smriti. Srijan aims to help them 
learn these vocational courses in order to 
instill in them appreciation for self-help, 
confidence and bread-labour.

The museum added in April 2005 
a multi-media exhibition entitled 
Eternal Gandhi, which is housed on 
the entire first floor of the building. 
It has used state-of-the-art electronic 
hardware and new media to bring 
Gandhiji’s life and vision alive. The 
approach has been both historical and 
interpretative. This exhibition using 
21st century technology highlights 
the core of Gandhian thought – the 
commitment of a Satyagrahi to the 
principles of truth. Two sculptures 
of Ba and Bapu made in fiberglass, 
which are the creations of a couple, 
Mr. Decha Saisomboon and Mrs. 
Wipa Saisomboon from Thailand, 

Swaraj, the Khadi shop in Gandhi Smriti showcases Gandhian 
emphasis on rural development.
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are also kept at the multi-media museum. 

It is these components that together make 
Gandhi Smriti a Composite Museum.

(b) Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat

The second campus is situated adjacent to 
the Mahatma Gandhi Samadhi at Rajghat. 

It was twenty-one years after the Mahatma’s 
martyrdom that the whole world decided 
to observe his centenary in 1969 in a way 
worthy of the Pilgrim of Peace. It was then 
the sprawling thirty-six acre campus came 

(Above R) : A view of the International Hostel 
in Gandhi Darshan.

(Below): A view of the entrance of the 
Gandhi Darshan at Rajghat.

into existence to mark the centenary of 
Mahatma Gandhi. Thirteen Indian states 
and seven foreign countries had joined 
hands in creating the magic called the 
Gandhi Darshan International Exhibition. 
The main objective of the exhibition was 
the interpretation of Gandhi’s message and 
gospel of truth and non-violence against 



14  •  ANNuAL REPORT 2012-2013

the background of the modern world and 
the way it has permeated and affected 
the nation’s life and influenced the other 
countries of the modern world.

Today two exhibitions exist in Gandhi 
Darshan- My Life is My Message and 
Freedom Struggle.

In the first pavilion entitled My Life is My 
Message, hundreds of archival photographs 
have been arranged on the walls, along 
with brief textual narratives. Some of these 
images of Gandhiji as a child and young 
man are rarely seen. There is also a model 
of the house in which he was born, as well 
as the actual army vehicle in which his 
body was transported for cremation to the 
grounds, now known as Rajghat.

In addition, visitors can see Gandhiji’s 
school report cards, newspaper clippings 

and cartoons that show contemporary 
reports and reviews of his activities, the

letters exchanged between Gandhiji and 
Leo Tolstoy, portraits of his wife and parents 
and other fascinating material. One display 
showcases the many commemorative 
stamps issued by countries around the 
world in the years that followed Gandhiji’s 
assassination; and another displays the letters 
that were sent to him. These, especially, 
reveal, how widespread was the fame that 
a simple Gujarati lawyer acquired in his 
lifetime. For example, one is addressed to 
‘Gandhiji: Wherever He May Be’; another 
(posted in New York) simply has a sketch 
of Gandhiji on the 
envelope.

The pavilion on Freedom 
Struggle comprises of 
beautiful clay models 

(Above R) A view of the structure of the Yervada Mandir in 
Gandhi Darshan Exhibition on My Life is My Message.

(Below): In the pix (L) The Gun Carriage that carried the mortal remains of
Mahatma Gandhi from Gandhi Smriti on January 31, 1948 to Rajghat; and

(R) The boat used by Gandhiji during the historic Dandi March in 1930.
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on different aspects of the freedom 
movement. 

In 1994, during the 125th Birth Anniversary 
of Gandhiji, while addressing the nation 
Prime Minister Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao 
formally announced the setting up of 
International Centre of Gandhian Studies 
at Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat. On 30 January 
2000, President K. R. Narayanan unveiled 
a Column declaring the entire Campus 
as the International Centre of Gandhian 
Studies and Peace Research in the presence 
of Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
and several other dignitaries.

This pavilion with 274 panels has the following: 
In Panel no. 1-273 there are photographs on life of Gandhiji from birth 
till assassination; there are 1600 photographs approximately.

In Panel no. 274 there are 75 stamps from different countries, released 
on the centenary year of Mahatma Gandhi.

There is also the boat and bench used during Salt Satyagraha and Gun 
Carriage which carried the mortal remains of Mahatma Gandhi from 
erstwhile Birla House to Rajghat.

There are models of: Gandhiji’s house at Porbandar in Gujarat Sabarmati 
Ashram, Yervada Jail.

1

2

3

4

A view of the exhibition My Life is My Message in Gandhi Darshan complex.
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A view of Gandhiji’s room (above) in Gandhi Smriti and the photographic exhibition (below).



The critical areas of the Samiti are :
1. Organize programmes to bring attitudinal changes/ development through practical 

applications of Gandhian philosophy and values.

2. Promote initiatives to create awareness on the life and message of Gandhi through 
educational media like exhibition, films, Gandhiana, posters, etc.

3. Promotion of volunteerism for constructive work.

4. Reach the unreached with the life and message of Mahatma Gandhi especially in 
far flung areas.

5. Developing capacities of children and youth for imbibing Gandhian values and  
Gandhian work.

6. Focus on empowering the marginalized through vocational training programmes 
other livelihood initiatives as part of Gandhian constructive work.

7. Conduct inter-disciplinary research on different aspects of Gandhian philosophy. 

8. Publication and documentation to create awareness amongst the general masses 
and also specific sections of the society.

9. Respond and work to address challenging problems of the society.

Infrastructural Facilities:

Facilities available at Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat

•	 A library and documentation centre with over 15000 books by and on Gandhi, 
and related subjects. 

•	 Comprehensive walk-in exhibition entitled ‘My Life Is My Message’ 

•	 Conference, seminar and lecture halls with all facilities

•	 International Hostel for scholars-in-residence

•	 Permanent photographs and books related to Mahatma Gandhi.

•	 Dormitories with facilities to accommodate 100 persons)

•	 Publications Division: Apart from books, it publishes a Journal and a News  Magazine

•	 Photo unit

•	 Camping facility for major national and international meets

•	 Open space for contact programmes
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Date Programme Venue of the 
Programme

Thrust Area of the 
Programmes

April 3, 2012 Panel discussion on Apne Aap 
Women World Wide Gandhi Smriti Discussion on women empower-

ment

April 11, 2012 Pilgrimage of Peace Gandhi Darshan It was an interaction with peace 
marchers from Jerusalem

April 14, 2012 B R Ambedkar Jayanti Celebra-
tions

Programme with Dr 
Bhimrao Ambedkar Shik-
shan Sansthan in Dhanbad

Anti-tobacco campaign

April 14, 2012 B R Ambedkar Jayanti Celebra-
tions

Programme with Samagra 
Shikshan Evam Vikas Sanst-
han in Bettiah, Champaran

Essay and quiz competition

April 15, 2012
Programme on the completion of 
95 years of Gandhiji’s arrival in 
Champaran

Programme with Samajik 
Shodh Evam Vikas Kendra 
in Motihari

Discussions were organized on 
Gandhiji and Champaran

April 17-18, 2012 Empowerment of youth in the 
Gandhian path: a seminar

Programme with Centre of 
Gandhian Studies, Calicut 
university

The seminar focussed on how 
youth could be empowered 
through Gandhian methods 

April 15-30, 2012 Training and awareness workshop Programme with Narmada 
Nav Nirman Abhiyan

Awareness camp for Adivasi 
youth were acclimatized on is-
sues of social concerns

April 25, 2012
Inter School Elocution Com-
petition on Role of women in 
strengthening Indian democracy 

Gandhi Darshan

Organized as part of anniversary 
of Dandi March, students spoke 
unanimously on strengthening 
women’s participation in the 
national mainstream

April 28, 2012 Exhibition on Great Indian 
Women Freedom Fighters Gandhi Smriti 

The aim is to highlight the 
contributions of women freedom 
fighters

April 20-23, 2012 Gurgaon Book Fair organized by 
National Book Trust Gurgaon To spread Gandhiana

May 1-7, 2012 Ahmedabad Book Fair Ahmedabad To spread Gandhiana

May 18, 2012 International Day of Families Gandhi Darshan Theme of discussion was to en-
sure work family balance

TIME LINE OF PROGRAMMES
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May 20-31, 2012 Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp for 
Adolescents Gandhi Darshan

Aim was to promote understand-
ing of Gandhi amongst young 
people

May – June 2012 Gandhi Summer Schools in states

With Samagra Seva, Jamui, 
Bihar
With Gandhi Peace Founda-
tion, West Bengal
With Jawahar Jyoti Bal Vikas 
Kendra, Samastipur, Bihar
With Muzaffarpur Develop-
ment Agency, Bihar
With Partyavaran Chetna 
Kendra, Jharkhand

Aim was to promote understand-
ing of Gandhi amongst young 
people

May 29-30, 2012 National Save Girl Child Summit Gandhi Darshan
The summit focussed on violence 
against the girl child and how to 
address it

May 30, 2012 Play Satyashodhak staged by 
Pune Municipal Corporation Gandhi Darshan

The play articulated the agony 
and emancipator thoughts of 
Jotirao Phule

May 6-10, 2012 Youth leadership camp for creation 
of self employment Arunachal Pradesh

The programme focussed on self 
employment opportunities for 
youth

June 22-28, 2012 Gandhi Summer Camp for Chil-
dren Gandhi Darshan Children were training in differ-

ent disciplines

June 28, 2012
Swami Vivekananda, Tagore and 
Gandhi-their iconic vision of 
India- a dialogue

Gandhi Darshan

The dialogue aimed at explor-
ing the iconic vision of the three 
men and the India they dreamt 
of 

May-June, 2012 Women’s Weaver Camp Dhemaji, Assam Special women awareness camp

June 1-7, 2012 Srinagar Book Fair Srinagar To spread Gandhiana

June 4-8, 2012 Gandhi Sanskar Camp
Programme organized with 
Gandhi Peace Foundation, 
West Bengal in Howrah

Promotion of Gandhian Values

June 22-27, 2012 Gandhi Sanskar Camp
Programme organized with 
Samagra Sewa in Jamui, 
Bihar

Promotion of Gandhian Values

June 7-11, 2012 Youth camp on India of Gandhiji’s 
Dreams

Programme organized in 
Ganderbal, Srinagar

Discussion on role of youth in 
democracy, peaceful co-existence 
in society, health awareness and 
youth.
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June 17-July 3, 
2012 Inter state Gandhi Peace Bus Peace bus from Kanyaku-

mari to Mangalore
Aim was to create awareness on 
violence free society

June 23-25, 2012 Seminar on Good Governance and 
role of Panchayati Raj Institutions

Yusmarg, Jammu and Kash-
mir

Discussions on importance of 
good governance

July 6-16, 2012 Yuva Samaj Sadhna Camp Gandhi Darshan The aim was to promote Gandhi-
an message

July 15, 2012 Prabhash Prasang Gandhi Darshan 75th birth anniversary of Prab-
hash Joshi

July 18, 2012 Nelson Mandela International Day Gandhi Darshan
Theme of the programme was 
Take Action, inspire change-
make every day a Mandela Day

July 30, 2012 Training in Museum Management Gandhi Darshan Modern techniques in museum 
management was discussed

August 2-3, 2012 Planning meeting organised Gandhi Darshan To discuss different programmes 
of the Samiti

August 9-10, 2012 Role of Tana Bhagats in the 
Freedom Struggle Gandhi Darshan

Discussion on how Tana Bhagats 
contributed to the freedom 
struggle

August 15, 2012 Burari Shishu Panchayat cel-
ebrates Independence Day Burari, Delhi Children take pledge to work for 

national integration

August 17-22, 
2012

Gandhirama 2012 – A Feast of 
Ideas and a Festival of Art JNu, Gandhi Smriti and 

Gandhi Darshan
understanding of the philosophy 
of Mahatma Gandhi

August 29-30, 
2012 

National Convention on Cultural 
Diversity and Development Gandhi Darshan Develop understanding of cultural 

diversity and development

August 15, 2012 Independence Day celebrated at 
Jeevanshala in Narmada ki Ghati 

Programme with Narmada 
Nav Nirman Abhiyan

Children expressed the need to 
protect the environment 

August 4-8, 2012 Gandhi Sanskar Camp Programme in Mehsi, 
Champaran

Programme to promote Gandhi-
an values

August 24-26, 
2012 Yuva Sanskar Parshikshan Shivir Programme in Mehsi, 

Champaran
Programme to promote values 
amongst youth

August 24, 2012 Weaver’s Conclave

Programme organized in 
association with Samajik 
Arthik Shikshan Evam Vikas 
Kendra (West Champaran)

The aim was to highlight the 
concerns and issues of the weav-
ers of the area.

August 22-23, 
2012

Research Proposal to re-visit and 
re-write the history of Champaran 
Satyagraha

Programme in Patna

The objective was to develop 
research proposal on how to re-
write the history of Champaran 
Satyagraha
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August 25-27, 
2012 

Karyakarta Prashikshak Parshik-
shan Shivir (Trainers’ Training 
Camp)

Programme organized in 
association with Samagra 
Shiksham Evam Vikas 
Sansthan

The aim of the programme was 
to train young people as trainers

August 22-26, 
2012

Shiksha Sanskar Swasthya aur 
Charitra Nirman Shivir

Programme was organized 
in Narkatiaganj, Bihar in 
association with Vishwa 
Manav Seva Ashram

The aim of the programme was 
to develop character and health 
education

September 4, 2012 
Book – Music of the Spinning 
Wheel launched Gandhi Smriti

The book is an attempt to express 
the conviction that Mahatma 
remains a force that still unites a 
badly divided India today.

September 1-3, 
2012

Children’s Camp on Gandhian way 
of life Dhemaji, Assam

Make the children aware on 
the life’s message of Mahatma 
Gandhi

September 5, 
2012

Planning Meeting for Gandhi 
Literature Festival Gandhi Darshan

The meeting chalked out pro-
grammes to be taken up during 
during the Gandhi Literature 
Festival

September 5-6, 
2012

Making the best out of waste- 
Training programme Kalyanpuri, New Delhi

Children were taught to re-use 
polythene bags and plastic water 
bottles to make flower vase, and 
other decorative items. 

September 8-10, 
2012 Conference on Youth for Social 

Change
Badherwah – Jammu and 
Kashmir

Focus on how youth can work on 
social change

September 11-12, 
2012

Gandhi Samagam – for peace, 
harmony and social justice Bhubaneswar Promoting Gandhian ideals 

amongst youth

September 15-16, 
2012 Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam Programme organized in as-

sociation utkarsh Sansthan, 
udaipur, Rajasthan

Highlighting issues and concerns 
of Adivasis

September 23 - 
October 3, 2012 Camp for marginalized girls of 

Champaran Gandhi Darshan

During the camp the children 
participated in various activities 
such as Shramdaan, tree planta-
tion, yoga, workshop on comics, 
story-telling.

September 25-26, 
2012

Jharkhand Adivasi Sanskriti 
Sangam Programme organized with 

Samvad in Ranchi

Discussions were held on the 
socio-economic and socio-cul-
tural conditions of the Adivasis 
and their revival in today’s world.

September 29, 
2012 Hindi Pakhwara Gandhi Darshan

Students from different colleges 
of Delhi and NCR participated in 
the Hindi Quiz



ANNuAL REPORT 2012-2013  •  23  

October 2, 2012 Gandhi Jayanti celebrated Gandhi Smriti All-religious prayer meeting and 
musical tribute to the Mahatma 

October 2, 2012 Gandhi Jayanti celebrated Programme organized with 
Abhinav Sansthan in Jaipur, 
Rajasthan

All-religious prayer meeting and 
musical tribute to the Mahatma

October 4-14, 
2012 Gandhi Literature Festival Gandhi Smriti

During the festival, an exhibition 
of the literatures written on and 
by Mahatma Gandhi in different 
languages was put up.

October 4-8, 2012 Gandhi Katha by Narayanbhai 
Desai Gandhi Smriti 

Narayanbhai has brought 
Gandhi’s life, childhood, his 
education, Satyagraha, Dandi 
March, the Non-Cooperation 
Movement, the death of his wife 
Kasturba Gandhi and his martyr-
dom through a lyrical narrative 
style.

October 9, 2012
Assembly of Artists and Car-
toonists – Mahatma Gandhi – A 
Kaleidoscope

Gandhi Smriti Artists depiction of Peace and 
Non Violence

October 10, 2012 Kavi Sammellan – Gandhi Ke 
Samaj Gandhi Smriti Poet’s impression on peace and 

non-violence

October 11, 2012 Street Play Gandhi Smriti
Raise awareness through Street 
Play on Social Issue

October 12, 2012 Writer’s Conclave – Gandhi in 
Modern Indian Literature Gandhi Smriti

To highlight the significance of 
Mahatma Gandhi’s life and phi-
losophy in the context of Indian 
Literature 

October 13, 2012 Mahatma Gandhi’s Communica-
tion Skills and their relevance today Gandhi Smriti Discussions on Ethics in Journal-

ism today

October 15-16, 
2012

National Conference on Gram-
daan to Gram Swaraj Tak (From 
Gramdan to Gram Swaraj) Gandhi Darshan

Participants at the conference 
said that Gram Swaraj should be 
well representative of all interests 
of people.

October 19-21, 
2012 International Conference on 

Women’s Empowerment Gandhi Darshan Perspectives on women’s issues 
in South Asia
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October 2012

 
Bal Melas in different states

The programme was 
organized in association 
with different organization 
in different states:

— Gramin Vikas Evam 
Shiksha Sanstha, Ghazipur 
(Allahabad), uttar Pradesh

— Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, 
Pattikalyana, Haryana

— Disha Samajik Sansthan, 
uttar Pradesh

— Vasavya Society for 
Rural Development, Andhra 
Pradesh 

— Srijan, Jaipur

— Jan Pahal Sewa Sansthan, 
Block Shankargarh, District 
Allahabad, uttar Pradesh

— uttar Pradesh – Arvind 
Singh

l National Youth Project, 
Arunachal Pradesh

l Shanti Sadbhavna Samiti, 
- Saha Chintan Shivir – 
Bhagalpur, Bihar

l Samagra Vikas Sevashram 
– Sahaswan, District Budaun, 
uttar Pradesh

l Banwasi Sewa Ashram – 
Sonebhadra, uttar Pradesh

l Paryavaran Chetna 
Kendra, Jharkhand

l All India Hope Line 
Welfare Charitable Youth 
Society, Jharkhand

l Masoom, Disability 
Resource Centre, Dwarka, 
New Delhi

l Institute of Social Studies 
Trust, Kalyanpuri, New 
-Delhi

Give a platform to children who 
do not normally get access to 
privileges of education through 
sports, games and other co-
curricular activities and training 
programmes. 
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November 5-8, 
2012 Bal Mela Gandhi Darshan, New Delhi Promote creative expressions of 

children

November 22, 
2012

Mosaic 2012 inter-school painting 
competition organised Gandhi Darshan

Inter-School painting competi-
tion

November 22-23, 
2012 Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

Programme organized with 
Antodaya Chetna Mandal in 
Odisha

Raise issues of Tribal rights and 
their culture through the pro-
gramme

November 28-30, 
2012 Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam Gandhi Darshan & Gandhi 

Smriti

Raise concerns over the deple-
tion of the natural resources of 
the Adivasis and their exploita-
tion was discussed. 

December 9-11, 
2012

Yuva Sadhbhavna Leadership 
Training Camps

Programme organized in 
association with Khudai 
Khidmatgar in Mumbai

Interaction with the youth on 
issues related to violence against 
women, communal harmony and 
other social issues. 

December 15-17, 
2012

Yuva Sadhbhavna Leadership 
Training Camps

Programme organized in 
association with Khudai Kh-
idmatgar in Muzaffarnagar

Interaction with the youth on 
issues related to strengthening of 
democracy

December 17, 
2012

Srijan Music unit performs at 
Vijay Diwas New Delhi Celebration of Vijay Diwas

December 22, 
2012 

Stories of courage and determina-
tion shared by female scavengers Gandhi Smriti

Female scavengers who are now 
rehabilitated shared their experi-
ences 

December 23-25, 
2012

Yuva Sadhbhavna Leadership 
Training Camps

Programme organized in 
association with Khudai 
Khidmatgar in Ayodhya

Interaction with the youth on 
issues related to Gandhian solu-
tions toconflicts

December 28-30, 
2012

Yuva Sadhbhavna Leadership 
Training Camps

Programme organized in 
association with Khudai 
Khidmatgar in udaipur

Interaction with the youth on 
issues related to communal 
harmony

December 29-31, 
2012 Youth Camp

Programme organized in 
association with National 
Youth Project in Itanagar, 
Arunachal Pradesh

Interactions on issues Related to 
the youth
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December 29-30, 
2012

Planning meeting in Arunachal 
Pradesh

Programme organized in 
association with National 
Youth Project in Itanagar, 
Arunachal Pradesh

To discuss the possibilities of 
programmes in the North-East

December 19-20, 
2012

Planning meeting in Arunachal 
Pradesh Bangalore To discuss the possibilities of 

programmes in South India

December 27-31, 
2012 Adolescent Camp

Programme organized in as-
sociation with West Bengal 
Gandhi Peace Foundation

Aim was to promote Gandhian 
values amongst adolescents

January 1, 2013 Inter-faith Prayer meeting and 
condolence Gandhi Smriti

To express grief and anguish over 
the heinous and savage act of 
violence against women all over 
the country

January 10, 2013 Dialogue on Dignity is my birth-
right: A woman’s call Gandhi Darshan To create awareness on violence 

against women and their rights

January 30, 2013 65th anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s Martyrdom Gandhi Smriti All religious prayer meet and 

musical tribute to Gandhiji. 

February 3, 2013 Antim Jan Reader’s Conclave Jaipur

The aim was to highlight issues 
of social concern and bringing 
out the problems of the under-
privileged sections of the society.

February 4, 2013
Historicity of Mahabharata: 
Evidence of Literature, Arts & 
Archaeology- launch of book Gandhi Smriti

The book showcased his excava-
tion and research works in at 
Hastinapura and other related 
sites.

February 17, 2013 Gandhi Doot Sadbhavna Yatra Gandhi Smriti

The Yatra tried to create aware-
ness on concerns like female 
foeticide, dowry deaths, declin-
ing sex ratio and child abuse. 

February 22, 2013 69th Nirvan Divas of Kasturba 
Gandhi Gandhi Darshan

Tributes to Ba (Kasturba  
Gandhi)

March 8, 2013 International Women’s Day Gandhi Smriti Global Inter-faith Peace Prayer 
meeting organized
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March 8-9, 2013 Conference on Women’s Develop-
ment in 21st Century

Howrah, West Bengal; 
programme organized in as-
sociation with Gandhi Peace 
Foundation

The conference discussed the 
status of women in society; their 
rights and different movements 
on women rights in the world 

March 16-17, 
2013 Amrit Mohatsav Gandhi Darshan  75th anniversary Rashtrabhasha 

Prachar Samiti organized

March 12, 2013 Dialogue on Save Ganga and Save 
Himalayas Gandhi Darshan

The theme of the dialogue was: 
“Making our National River 
Ganga: What we must
 do”?

March 21, 2013 Celebration to mark the Interna-
tional Day of Forests Gandhi Darshan

About 1000 children from 23 
schools in Delhi and NCR raised 
their voice to save the ‘Big Cat’ 
(Tigers) as part of the “Save Our 
Tigers” campaign

March 30, 2013 Flagging off students’ Everest 
Expedition Gandhi Darshan

First ever Students’ Everest 
Expedition was flagged off by 
Smt Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee, 
Vice-Chairperson GSDS
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Sikkim
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Uttaranchal

Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Gurgaon

Book fair

21-23 April, 2012

Kota

Gandhi Summer Camp

for Adolescents

14-30 April, 2012

Calicut

National Seminar on

Empowerment of Youth

18, 19 April, 2012

Thrissur,

Gandhi Summer Camp

for Adolescents

20-23 April, 2012

Nandurbar, Adivasi Youth

Training Workshop

15-30 April, 2012

Motihari

95 yrs Champaran

Satyagraha Celebration

15-30 April, 2012

Dhanbad

Anti Tobacco Campaign

14-30 April, 2012

Betiha

Dr. B R Ambedakar

Jayanti Celebration

Kolkata

Youth Camp

25 April - 7 May, 2012

Gandhi Smriti

Discussion on –

Empowerment of WOMEN

3 April, 2012

Gandhi Darshan

Dandhi March Rolling

Trophy

25 April, 2012Burari Village

Lanuch of Literacy

Campaign

30 April, 2012

Gandhi Darshan

Film Show

11 April, 2012

Andhra Pradesh

West

Bengal

programmes at a glance

April 2012
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Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012
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3 National Save
Girl Summit

29-30 May, 2012

rd

th

About 300 people
participated

Satyashodhak

Produced by:

Pune Municipal Corporation Workers

Union Witnessed by about 1500 people

along with spouse of our Honorable

President Smt. Pratibha Patil

30 May, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

Gandhi Darshan,

Organized & managed by a team of

50 young volunteers

Participants – 140 students

20-31 May, 2012
st

Spinning and Weaving Training

for Tana Bhagat

Weavers from Manipur & Assam

trained Tana Bhagats

20-31 May, 2012
st

National Youth Camp for

Intellectual Sharpness and

Leadership Development

20-31st May, 2012

Spinning Training Camp

for youth with physical

deformities

20-31 May, 2012
st

Youth Leadership Camp

on Creation of Self

Employment

May 6-10th, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

For adolescents (14-16 years)

50 adolescent participate

Organized by

A team of 10 young Volunteers

April 25 - May 5, 2012
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Goa

Gurgaon

Book fair

21-23 April, 2012

Kota

Gandhi Summer Camp

for Adolescents

14-30 April, 2012

Calicut

National Seminar on

Empowerment of Youth

18, 19 April, 2012

Thrissur,

Gandhi Summer Camp

for Adolescents

20-23 April, 2012

Nandurbar, Adivasi Youth

Training Workshop

15-30 April, 2012

Motihari

95 yrs Champaran

Satyagraha Celebration

15-30 April, 2012

Dhanbad

Anti Tobacco Campaign

14-30 April, 2012

Betiha

Dr. B R Ambedakar

Jayanti Celebration

Kolkata

Youth Camp

25 April - 7 May, 2012

Gandhi Smriti

Discussion on –

Empowerment of WOMEN

3 April, 2012

Gandhi Darshan

Dandhi March Rolling

Trophy

25 April, 2012Burari Village

Lanuch of Literacy

Campaign

30 April, 2012

Gandhi Darshan

Film Show

11 April, 2012

Andhra Pradesh

West

Bengal
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Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012
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Training in

Museum Management

30 July, 2012

Yuva Samaj Sadhna Camp

in Haryana

16-19 July, 2012

Banwasi Sewa Ashram

State-level Women Workers

discuss the need and necessity

to empower women

10-11 July, 2012

Shri Prabhash Joshi remembered

at Prabhash Prasang

15 July, 2012

Nelson Mandela International

Day celebrated

18 July, 2012

Seminar on “Women’s
Perspectives on

Decentralization on Power and
Gram Swaraj”
5-6 July, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

10-17 July, 2012

Samagra Seva,

Jamui Village

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Jawahar Jyoti Bal Bikas Kendra,

Samastipur

24 July – 2 August, 2012

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar Shiksha

Sansthan Youth Volunteerism

Capacity-Building Workshop

organised, Dhanbad

15-17 July,  2012

Yuva Samaj

Sadhna Camp

6-16 July, 2012

Punjab
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Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012

programmes at a glance

June 2012
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Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012

Jammu

and

Kashmir

Himachal

Pradesh

Rajasthan
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Madhya Pradesh
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Andhra Pradesh

Karnataka
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M
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ip
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a

Assam

Meghalaya

Arunachal Pradesh

Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Training in

Museum Management

30 July, 2012

Yuva Samaj Sadhna Camp

in Haryana

16-19 July, 2012

Banwasi Sewa Ashram

State-level Women Workers

discuss the need and necessity

to empower women

10-11 July, 2012

Shri Prabhash Joshi remembered

at Prabhash Prasang

15 July, 2012

Nelson Mandela International

Day celebrated

18 July, 2012

Seminar on “Women’s
Perspectives on

Decentralization on Power and
Gram Swaraj”
5-6 July, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

10-17 July, 2012

Samagra Seva,

Jamui Village

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Jawahar Jyoti Bal Bikas Kendra,

Samastipur

24 July – 2 August, 2012

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar Shiksha

Sansthan Youth Volunteerism

Capacity-Building Workshop

organised, Dhanbad

15-17 July,  2012

Yuva Samaj

Sadhna Camp

6-16 July, 2012

Punjab

Uttaranchal

Sikkim

N
ag

al
an

d

Manipur
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Assam

Meghalaya

Sikkim
Arunachal Pradesh

Uttaranchal

Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012
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Jammu
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Assam
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Sikkim
Arunachal Pradesh

Uttaranchal

Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012

Jammu

and

Kashmir

Himachal

Pradesh

Gujarat
Madhya Pradesh

Maharashtra

Andhra Pradesh

Karnataka

Tamil Nadu

K
e
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Delhi
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Orissa

M
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m
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Manipur

N
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d

Assam

Meghalaya

Arunachal Pradesh

Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Planning meeting organised

2-3 August,  2012

Role of Tana Bhagats in the

Freedom Struggle

Tana Bhagats are role models for

entire nation: S P Verma

9-10 August,  2012

National Convention on Cultural

Diversity and Development

29-30 August, 2012

Narmada Nav Nirman Abhiyan

Independence Day celebrated at

Jeevanshala in Narmada ki Ghati

15 August, 2012

Burari Shishu Panchayat celebrates

Independence Day

15 August, 2012

Gandhirama 2012

A Feast of Ideas and a Festival of Art

17-22 August, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Camp, Mehsi

17-22 August, 2012

Role of Youth in Nation Building

16-20 August, 2012

Yuva Sanskar Parshikshan Shivir

Mehsi, East Champaran,

24-26 August, 2012

Weavers Conclave Mehsi,

East Champaran,

24 August, 2012

A meeting to develop a Research

Proposal to re-visit and re-write the

history of Champaran Satyagraha

22-23 August, 2012

Sarva Dharma Sambhav, Bhagalpur

23 August, 2012

Weaver’s Conclave

where almost 80 participants took part

was organised in Vrindavan, Bettiah

25 August, 2012

Karyakarta Prashikshak

Parshikshan Shivir

25-27 August, 2012

Shiksha Sanskar Swasthya

aur Charitra Nirman Shivir,

Narkatiaganj

22-26 August, 2012

Uttaranchal

Punjab

Rajasthan

West

Bengal

Sikkim

August 2012
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Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012
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Meghalaya

Sikkim
Arunachal Pradesh

Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Planning meeting for

Gandhi Literature Festival

5 September,  2012

Book – Music of the Spinning

Wheel launched

‘Gandhi is the Ganga that can

dissolve all differences’ –

Sudheendra Kulkarni

4 September,  2012

Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

15-16 September,  2012

Vinoba Seva Pratisthan

Gandhi Samagam – for peace,

harmony and social justice held

11-12 September, 2012

Jharkhand

Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

25-26 September, 2012

Camp of Teachers organised

7-8 September, 2012

Youth Camp organised

A youth camp on Gandhian Way of Life

4-6 September, 2012

Children’s Camp on

Gandhian way of life

1-3 September, 2012

Champaran girls participate in

Gandhi Darshan Camp

23 September – 3 October, 2012

Making the best out of waste

5-6 September, 2012

Conference

on Youth for Social Change

8-10 September, 2012

Jammu

and

Kashmir

Uttaranchal

Punjab

Haryana

Manipur

Maharashtra
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and
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Himachal

Pradesh
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Karnataka
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K
e
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Delhi
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Orissa
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Meghalaya

Arunachal Pradesh

Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Planning meeting organised

2-3 August,  2012

Role of Tana Bhagats in the

Freedom Struggle

Tana Bhagats are role models for

entire nation: S P Verma

9-10 August,  2012

National Convention on Cultural

Diversity and Development

29-30 August, 2012

Narmada Nav Nirman Abhiyan

Independence Day celebrated at

Jeevanshala in Narmada ki Ghati

15 August, 2012

Burari Shishu Panchayat celebrates

Independence Day

15 August, 2012

Gandhirama 2012

A Feast of Ideas and a Festival of Art

17-22 August, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Camp, Mehsi

17-22 August, 2012

Role of Youth in Nation Building

16-20 August, 2012

Yuva Sanskar Parshikshan Shivir

Mehsi, East Champaran,

24-26 August, 2012

Weavers Conclave Mehsi,

East Champaran,

24 August, 2012

A meeting to develop a Research

Proposal to re-visit and re-write the

history of Champaran Satyagraha

22-23 August, 2012

Sarva Dharma Sambhav, Bhagalpur

23 August, 2012

Weaver’s Conclave

where almost 80 participants took part

was organised in Vrindavan, Bettiah

25 August, 2012

Karyakarta Prashikshak

Parshikshan Shivir

25-27 August, 2012

Shiksha Sanskar Swasthya

aur Charitra Nirman Shivir,

Narkatiaganj

22-26 August, 2012

Uttaranchal

Punjab

Rajasthan

West

Bengal

Sikkim
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Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012

Jammu
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Karnataka

Tamil Nadu

K
e

rala

Haryana

Delhi

Uttar Pradesh

Bihar

Orissa

West

Bengal

M
izo

ra
m

Tr
ip

ur
a

Manipur
N

ag
al

an
d

Assam

Meghalaya

Sikkim

Aru
nachal P
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Goa

Gandhi Jayanti celebrated

2 October, 2012

Gandhi Literature

Festival

4-14 October, 2012

Artists and Cartoonists

Kavi Sammellan

Street Play

4-8 October, 2012

10 October, 2012

11 October, 2012

Gandhi Jayanti celebrations, a

programme on Bapu ki Mithi

Mithi Baatein – Andhkar me

Prakash ki Kiran

2 October, 2012

Conference on Women’s

issues

12-13 October, 2012

South Asian Conference on

Women’s Empowerment

19-21 October, 2012

National Conference on

Gramdaan to Gram

Swaraj Tak

15-16 October, 2012

National Youth Project,
Arunachan Pradesh organised

7-10 October, 2012

the State-Level

Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

National Youth Project,
West Bengal organised

26-29 October, 2012

the State-Level

Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

Uttaranchal

Punjab

october 2012
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Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012

Jammu
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Goa

Children celebrate the

5-8 November, 2012

Bal Mela with fervor

and gaiety

Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

emphasizes the need

for inclusive growth for the

Tribal Communitieis

28-30 November, 2012

Mosaic 2012 inter-school

painting competition organised

22 November, 2012

Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

22-23 November, 2012

Jammu
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desh

Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Gandhi Jayanti celebrated

2 October, 2012

Gandhi Literature

Festival

4-14 October, 2012

Artists and Cartoonists

Kavi Sammellan

Street Play

4-8 October, 2012

10 October, 2012

11 October, 2012

Gandhi Jayanti celebrations, a

programme on Bapu ki Mithi

Mithi Baatein – Andhkar me

Prakash ki Kiran

2 October, 2012

Conference on Women’s

issues

12-13 October, 2012

South Asian Conference on

Women’s Empowerment

19-21 October, 2012

National Conference on

Gramdaan to Gram

Swaraj Tak

15-16 October, 2012

National Youth Project,
Arunachan Pradesh organised

7-10 October, 2012

the State-Level

Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

National Youth Project,
West Bengal organised

26-29 October, 2012

the State-Level

Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

Uttaranchal

Punjab
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Goa

Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012

Jammu

and
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Goa

Srijan Music Unit performs

at Vijay Diwas

17 December, 2012

Stories of courage and

determination shared by

female scavengers

22 December, 2012

Yuva Sadhbhavna

Leadership Training Camps

28-30 December, 2012

Udaipur

Yuva Sadhbhavna

Leadership Training Camps

9-11 December, 2012

Planning Workshop

organised

19-20 December, 2012
Yuva Sadhbhavna

Leadership Training Camps

23-25 December, 2012

Ayodhya

Yuva Sadhbhavna

Leadership Training Camps

15-17 December, 2012

Muzaffarnagar

Adolescent Camp

organised

27-31 December, 2012

Planning Workshop

organised

29-30 December, 2012

National Youth Project

organises Youth Camp

29-31 December, 2012

deceMber 2012
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Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents

4-8 June, 2012
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Goa

Inter-faith Prayer meeting

and condolence

1 January, 2013

65th anniversary of

Mahatma Gandhi’s

Martyrdom

30 January, 2013

Dialogue on Dignity is my

birthright: A woman’s call

10 January, 2013
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Uttaranchal

Jharkhand

Chattisgarh

Goa

Srijan Music Unit performs

at Vijay Diwas

17 December, 2012

Stories of courage and

determination shared by

female scavengers

22 December, 2012

Yuva Sadhbhavna

Leadership Training Camps

28-30 December, 2012

Udaipur

Yuva Sadhbhavna

Leadership Training Camps

9-11 December, 2012

Planning Workshop

organised

19-20 December, 2012
Yuva Sadhbhavna

Leadership Training Camps

23-25 December, 2012

Ayodhya

Yuva Sadhbhavna

Leadership Training Camps

15-17 December, 2012

Muzaffarnagar

Adolescent Camp

organised

27-31 December, 2012

Planning Workshop

organised

29-30 December, 2012

National Youth Project

organises Youth Camp

29-31 December, 2012
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Srinagar Book Fair

1-7 June, 2012

Youth Camp on

‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams

and youth

7-11 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp

27 June – 6 July, 2012

Good Governance and

Panchayati Raj

23-25 June, 2012

One-day dialogue:

Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi:

Their Iconic Vision of India

28 June, 2012

Writing workshop for local Young

Volunteers who organized the

National Gandhi Sanskar Summer

Camp for adolescents

1-2 June, 2012

Gandhi Sanskar
Summer Camp

for adolescents of UP and
Delhi Slums

22-29 June, 2012

Gandhi Summer Camp

for adolescents
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Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India, with wife Smt Gursharan Kaur offering their tributes 
to Gandhiji as Ms. Manimala, Director GSDS stands in reverence.
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143rd Birth Anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi

The Samiti celebrated the 143rd birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi on october 2, 2012 in Gandhi 
Smriti by organising a prayer meet (prarthana sabha) 
in Gandhi Smriti. The Vice-president of India, Dr. 
Mohammad Hamid Ansari, prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, led the nation in paying rich tributes 
to the Mahatma at the place of his martyrdom. Delhi 
Chief Minister Smt. Sheila Dikshit, Shri Sharad Yadav, 
Smt. Gursharan Kaur, members from the diplomatic 

(Above): Smt. Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee, 
Vice-Chairperson GSDS offering her prayers to Gandhiji.

(Below): A view of the participating children in the musical 
tribute on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti. 

Gandhi Jayanti Celebrated
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1. Dr. Mohd. Hamid Ansari, Vice-President of India 
offering tributes to Mahatma Gandhi as Chief Minister 
of Delhi, Smt. Sheila Dikshit (behind) joins the 
commemorative programme.

2. Padmashri, Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty, pays homage to 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

3. Dharam Gurus (Leaders from different religious faith 
during the Inter-faith Prayer Meet).

corps, and people from different segments of the 
society also offered their tributes. 

A sarva dharma prarthana (inter-religious prayer) 
was organised on the occasion in which people 
from different religious faith offered prayers as a 
tribute to Gandhiji. 

over 600 children drawn from different segments 
of the society took part in the celebration by 
offering their musical tribute with songs of 
harmony. The children represented: Izaad, 
patna, Bihar, Manav Sevashram, narkatiyaganj, 
West Champaran, Saksham-Daksh, non-
Governmental organisation, Ashray Adhikar 
Abhiyaan, Delhi, Bapa Ashram Residential 
primary School, Harijan Sevak Sangh, G.   p. 
public School, Dilshad Colony, Shaheed Hemu 
Kalani Sarvodaya Bal Vidyalaya, G R M public 
School, Vardhaman Shiksha Mandir, Jaspal 
Kaur public School, The presidium School, St. 
Cecilia’s public School. The musical tribute was 
coordinated by Shri Sudhanshu Bahuguna. 

on the occasion, padmashri, pandit Ajoy 
Chakrabarty presented the Bhakti Sangeet. 

A message of the u n Secretary General, H e Ban  
Ki Moon was read out by Ms. Kiran Mehra-
Kerpelman, Director, united nations Information 
Centre for India and Bhutan. 

1

2

3
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65th anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s Martyrdom

As part of the 65th anniversary of the 
Martyrdom of Mahatma Gandhi, a special 
commemorative prayer meeting was 
organized at Gandhi Smriti on January 
30, 2013. 

on this occasion, Dr. Mohd Hamid Ansari, 
Vice-president of India, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh, prime Minister, Smt Gursharan 
Kaur, Smt. Chandresh Kumari Katoch, Shri 
A K Antony, Shri Sriprakash Jaiswal, Smt. 
Sheila Dikshit, Shri Gopal Krishna Gandhi, 
Shri Wajahat Habibullah, members from 
the diplomatic corps offered their tribute 
to the Mahatma.

Almost 500 students from eight institutions 
(schools and nGos) of Delhi took part in 
paying musical tribute to the Father of the 
nation. 

The children represented institutions that 
included: Government Sarvodaya Kanya 

Participating children stand in silence as a tribute to the Father of the Nation on his Martyrdom Day. 

Vidyalaya, (Hastasal); Institute of Social 
Studies trust (Saathi Centre, Kalyanpuri); 
Shaheed Hemu Kalani Sarvodaya Bal 
Vidyalaya (lajpat nagar); Bapa Ashram 
Residential primary School (Kingsway 
Camp); Gp public School (Dilshad 
Colony); Chandra Arya Vidya Mandir 
(east of Kailash); Arya Bal 
Griha (Daryaganj); east 
point School (Vasundhara 
enclave); St Gregorious 
School (Dwarka); Masoom 
Duniya (uttam nagar); and 
Sun Valley International 
School (Ghaziabad). The 
musical tribute to children 
was coordinated by Shri 
Sudhanshu Bahuguna of 
Swar trishna. 

Vidvan Shri T M Krishna,  
who presented the Bhakti 

Sangeet, offers his tributes to 
Mahatma Gandhi.
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Gandhi through various programmes. The 
unique feature of this programme was 
that the children took the responsibility of 
making all the arrangements. 

A katputli show depicting the life’s message 
of Mahatma Gandhi was also organized. 
‘Kanwar’, the traditional folk art of 
Rajasthan was the special attraction of the 
programme. It was envisaged that ‘kanwar’ 
could be a potential medium to enable the 
young generation to internalize the eternal 
message of ‘truth’ and ‘ahimsa’ of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

Shri Manish Bhati from Srijan, discussed 
various aspects of Gandhiji’s life and 
philosophy and its relevance in today’s 
circumstances. 

A photo exhibition on Mahatma Gandhi 
was also displayed. Many students present 
on the occasion spoke of their perception 

Representatives from different faiths offered 
prayers on the occasion. eminent Carnatic 
Vocalist, Vidvan Shri t M Krishna presented 
Bhakti Sangeet. Songs of Kabir, Acharya 
Vinoba Bhave, Goswami tulsidas, Saint 
Mirabai, Gurudev Rabindranath tagore, 
Shri tyagraja Swami, Shri Muthuswami 
Dikshitar and Subramaniam Bharati formed 
part of the bhajans.

The Samiti celebrated the Gandhi Jayanti 
in various states:

JAIPUR

 Srijan celebrates Gandhi Jayanti
Srijan celebrated Gandhi Jayanti on october 
2012 at Mahavir Vidya Mandir, Ganesh 
Ghati, udaipur. teachers from different 
schools and folk artisans participated in 
the celebration. School children were told 
about the life and message of Mahatma 

A demonstration of Katputli (puppet) show in progress.
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of Gandhian values. The programme 
concluded with a peace rally by the 
students, holding placards, depicting 
various quotes from Mahatma Gandhi. 
The meritorious students and folk artists 
were also felicitated with merit certificates 
during the programme. 

 Gandhi Jayanti celebrated in 
Abhinav Sansthan
titled as Bapu Ki Meethi Meethi Baatein- 
Andhkar Mein Prakash, Abhinav Sansthan, 
in association with the GSDS celebrated 
Gandhi Jayanti at Ma Gayatri Vidya Mandir, 
Ghatol District, Baanswara, Rajasthan on 
october 2, 2012. About 450 school childen 
participated in the programme. Amongst 
those who attended the programme 
included Shri Amit lal, District Collector 
Ghatol, Baanswra, who was the chief guest 
on the occasion. 

The programme commenced with 
awareness songs sung by the students 
followed by the presentation of other 

creative activities. Students presented a play 
disseminating the message of Mahatma 
Gandhi in an interactive way. traditional 
dances were other highlights of the 
programme. 

An exhibition of handicrafts made by the 
students was one of the major attractions 
of the programme. The students also took 
out a rally holding placards with Gandhiji’s 
quotes to raise awareness on social vices. 

The programme concluded with 
presentation of merit certificates to the 
outstanding students. 

 Gandhi Jayanti celebrated in 
Jan Kala Sahitya Manch Sanstha
Jankala Sahitya Manch Sanstha organized 
organized the Gandhi Jayanti celebrations 
in the 15 Gandhi Study Centre run by it 
from September 26 to october 1, 2012. The 

A group exercise in progress as part of the 
programme. 

Folk dance by local artists was a major 
attraction of the programme.
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participants were told about the life and 
message of Mahatma Gandhi through 
photo exhibition and eighteen point 
constructive programme as designed by 
Gandhiji. Several awareness programmes 
for street children were organised to mark 
the occasion. 

RAJASTHAN
The Saint of Sabarmati  – 
Bapu and Children 
The Samiti in collaboration with utkarsh 
Sansthan, Kota, Rajasthan organized 
various programmes for celebrating Gandhi 
Jayanti on october 2, 2012, in which school 
children from the region participated 
enthusiastically. 

Distinguished educationist from the 
region life Dr. p K Sharma, professor 

Management, Vardhaman university, 
Kota, Dr l K Dandhich, environmentalist, 
Sh Yagya Dutt Hada and Smt Sudha 
Sharma interacted with children to 
make them familiar with Bapu’s life and 
philosophy. 

Participants at Utkarsh Sansthan, engrossed in making handmade products.

Children performing an invocation on the 
occasion of Gandhi Jayanti as distinguished 
gathering looks on. 
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A lecture series on “modern Society and the 
values of Gandhian ideology” was organized 
in which distinguished intellectuals of the 
city presented their views to the children. 
The speakrs included Dr. Dandhich, Dr p 
K Sharma, Sh pankaj Mehta, Sh tyagi, Smt 
Suman Shringi and others. 

The Samiti also organized a Gandhi 
Sadbhavana March in which destitute 
children participated in the rally carrying 
Gandhiji’s teaching written on placards.

Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala, addresses the gathering in Kota, Rajasthan. 

In the Pix (Right): Children performing a skit as 
part of the Gandhi Jayanti celebrations. 
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It is our own mental attitude which makes the world what it is for us. Our 
thought make things beautiful, our thoughts make things ugly. The whole 
world is in our own minds. Learn to see things in the proper light. First, 

believe in this world, that there is meaning behind everything. Everything in 
the world is good, is holy and beautiful. If you see something evil, think that 
you do not understand it in the right light. Throw the burden on yourselves!

Swami Vivekananda
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Dialogue on “Swami Vivekananda, Tagore and Gandhi – their Iconic 
Vision of India” organised

to mark the 150th birth anniversary 
of Swami Vivekananda, a one-day 

dialogue on Vivekananda, tagore and 
Gandhi and their Iconic Vision of India, 
was organized by Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti, on the June 28, 2012.

The dialogue aimed at exploring the iconic 
vision of these three men and the India that 
they had dreamt, critically assessing the 
issues and dilemmas of the contemporary 
Indian society with a major focus on 
poverty, education and development. 
Another significant approach was to 
reflect on the perspectives of these icons 
in the ever challenging global context, 

evaluating the validity of their belief in the 
ancient Indian philosophy of ‘vasudaivam 
kutumbkam’.

Inaugurated by Swami Santhatmanada Ma-
haraj, Secretary Maharaj of the Ramak-
rishna Mission and prof. K Ramakrishna 
Rao, Chairman of the Indian Council of 
philosophical Research, an 
academic approach was pre-
sented to the dialogue with 
exuberant and meaningful 

(From R to L), Prof. Tista Bagchi, Ms. Manimala, Swami Santhatmananda Maharaj and Prof. K Ramakrishna Rao 
at the dialogue.

Prof. K Ramakrishna Rao, 
Chairman of Indian Council of 

Philosophical Research addressing 
the gathering at the dialogue.
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contributions made by distinguished aca-
demicians, scholars, historians, economists 
and students from different university shar-
ing their perspectives on the three luminar-
ies of the world. 

opening the discussion, prof. lipi 
Mukhopadhyay from the Indian Institute of 
public Administration (IIpA) highlighted 
the vision of these three icons on the issue 
of education, poverty, and development, 
adding on how Mahatma Gandhi’s life itself 
was a philosophy and education for others. 
She further spoke on how in the realm of 
ideas, these three icons were actually one.

In his address, prof. K Ramakrishna Rao, 
stated that at the core of the ideas of 
Gandhi, tagore and Vivekananda lay a 

spiritual vision for humanity, society and 
nature. According to him the quintessence 
of Indian spirituality lay in altruism. He also 
pointed out that the existing conditions in 
India today are contrary to the vision of 
these three leaders, marked by spiritual and 
moral bankruptcy. A solution to this he said 
would be to put into place an education 
system with an emphasis on sound moral 
values.

prof. Bindu puri from Delhi university in 
her address tried to bring out the ironical 
relationship between disagreements and 
dialogues. She brought to light how the 
mutual criticism between Gandhi and 
tagore, created a public discourse of 
critical thinking and debate. For tagore, 

(In the pix): Dr. A K Merchant addressing the gathering while Dr. Y P Anand (L) and Prof.  Subrata 
Mukherjee  (R) keenly listens. 
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freedom meant freedom of the mind, 
whereas for Gandhi it essentially meant 
self-rule, a virtue based on values. They 
also differed in their ideas on Satyagraha, 
on the relationship between the individual 
and the collective, on nationalism, science, 
education and so on. She pointed out that 
the greatest lesson that contemporary India 
should take from these icons is that honest 
dialogue and differences of opinion need 
not lead to discord and disharmony. 

prof. tista Bagchi from Delhi university 
reflected upon the life and work of Swami 
Vivekananda and said that she found the 
philosophy of Swami Vivekananda the 
most suitable for the youth of the nation. 
“Vivekananda’s call for self-reliance, self-
respect and his belief in merit, are values 
which stood for the supreme good of 
mankind”, she said. Giving an example of 
it, she added that she was really inspired by 
young volunteers, students who live their 
lives following the precepts of Gandhi and 
Vivekananda. 

Addressing the gathering, the Chief Guest, 
Swami Santhatmananda, began with 
expressing his disappointment with the 
way these three icons have been restricted 
to the pages of history textbooks in the 
contemporary situation. He spoke of how 
Swami Vivekananda seemed to personify 
the best ideals of the other two great souls, 
and how the tensions in the thoughts of 
tagore and Gandhi seemed to get resolved 
in those of Vivekananda’s. 

Swami Santhatmananda, while reflecting on 
Vivekananda’s philosophy on education as 

the manifestation of the existing perfection 
in man, argued on how the Swamiji was 
much ahead of his times, and how he 
personified the perfect blend of science 
and tradition. 

Swami Santhatmananda further made an 
appeal to the youth to reject and come 
out from the colonial hangover (of India), 
and to draw strength and inspiration in 
rediscovering India’s ancient past. “Swami 
Vivekananda belonged to the entire 
humanity and the whole world, and is 
linked to the potential divinity ever present 
in each individual’s soul”, he said. 

The post-lunch session was moderated 
by Dr. A K Merchant from Sarvodaya 

(Above): Prof. Pranab Banerjee speaks on the occasion and 
(Below) A youth participant shares his perspective at the 
dialogue.



52  •  AnnuAl RepoRt 2012-2013

International trust, India Chapter, who 
spoke on the contributions of these iconic 
figures in presenting India’s history and 
civilization with a distinct character. 

Dr. Y p Anand, former Director, national 
Gandhi Museum, spoke on the relevance 
of the vision of these figures in today’s 
public scenario. Speaking on the strife 
within religious communities, Dr. Anand 

reminded of how these three icons argued 
in favor of ‘religion with reason.’ He also 
lamented that the vision of the country is 
being forgotten by the countrymen today. 

prof. Sukrita paul Kumar came in with a 
different take on the issue, and brought 
to light the need to de-iconize these 
men, stating that tagore, Gandhi and 
Vivekananda were ordinary people with 
extra-ordinary potential for perfection. She 
highlighted the matchless contribution of 
tagore of trying to include humanism 
in the domain of writing and literature, 
through the realization of marginal human 
beings. 

A similar assertion was made by prof. 
Subroto Mukherjee who stressed the need 
of contextualizing these figures in their 
historical time and space, and said that to 
think of them as identical is historically 
misleading. 

In the light of economics, prof. pranab 
Banerji spoke about the Gandhian approach 
to sustainable development, and that all is 
not bad with the Indian economy. He 
further spoke on rural development and 
economic growth. 

A brief summing up by prof. Kusum 
Chaddha, followed up by an active 
interaction between the speakers and the 
students from the different universities. 
Amongst other queries were some 
questions that rose addressing the issue of 
how different branches of social sciences 
like that of history, literature, of sociology 
would place these historic figures in their 
own academic discourse. 

Prof. Lipi Mukhopadhyaya (above) and Prof. Sukrita 
Paul Kumar (below) at the dialogue. 
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Shri Vedabhyas Kundu, programme officer, 
GSDS gave an outline of the programme. 
An invocation, a musical tribute to these 
icons by the students of Srijan, GSDS 
educational Centre, led by Smt. urmil 
Wadhera made the occasion more somber. 
Ms. Manimala, Director, GSDS welcomed 
the gathering. 

Seminar on Vivekananda and the 
Future of Mankind
on the occasion of 150th Birth anniversary 
of Swami Vivekananda, Gandhi Smriti 
and Darshan Samiti, organized a two-
day seminar on “Vivekananda and the 
Future of Mankind” on (January 10-11, 
2013 at Kasturba Bhavan, Howrah in 
association with West Bengal Gandhi peace 
Foundation. The seminar was inaugurated 
jointly by Swami Suparnananda Maharaj, 
Secretary, narendrapur Ramakrishna 
Mission Ashram and Sushree Radha Bhatt, 
Chairperson, Gandhi peace Foundation, 
new Delhi. 101 participants attended the 
seminar. Shri Bimal Chandra pal, Chairman, 

Smt Urmil Wadhera (extreme left) and the Srijan choir render an invocation at the dialogue.

West Bengal Gandhi peace Foundation 
presided over the function. 

Delivering the inaugural address, Swami 
Suparnananda Maharaj told that Swami 
Vivekananda’s life and thought gives us 
strength to move forward. He had a strong 
belief that sacrifice for own salvation is 
not enough; those are great who forget 
their own salvation for the good of the 
globe. Quoting Swamiji’s writings, he said, 
“Throughout the history of the world you 
find great men make great sacrifices and the 
mass of mankind enjoy the benefit. If you 
want to give up everything for your own 
salvation, it is nothing. Do you want to let 
go even your own salvation for the good 
of the world? You are God, think of that”. 

In her address to the gathering, Sushree 
Radha Bhatta expressed deep concern 
about the recent incident of violence against 
women. She said that Swamiji always 
stressed on the upliftment of women. 
He believed that no nation can progress 
without respect to women. She quoted 
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from Swami Vivekananda’s writings – “If 
you do not raise the women, who are the 
living embodiment of the Divine Mother, 
don’t think that you have any other way to 
rise. That country and that nation which 
do not respect women have never become 
great, not will ever be in future.”

The keynote address was given by eminent 
Gandhian padmabhusan Shri Sailesh 

Kumar Bandyopadhyay. He said that the 
holy master of Swami Vivekananda, Shri 
Ramakrishna, gave a message to the modern 
world that do not care for doctrines, 
dogmas, sects, churches or temples, but do 
good for men. All doctrines and creeds have 
some good in them. Religion is nothing but 
spiritual realisation.

The master’s best disciple, Swami 
Vivekananda followed that path and 
communicated to others which is a great 
teaching of mankind. This will help any 
one to see the harmony in all religions. 
This understanding will help to avoid any 
quarrel and ultimately help the humanity.

Dr. S. n. Subba Rao, who was the guest of 
honour on the occasion, said that after the 
historical presentations at the parliament 
of World Religions in Chicago, Swami 
Vivekananda’s name became well-known 
all over India and he was much sought 
after by people. An inspired young man met 
Swamiji and sought his help for spiritual 
knowledge. looking at his weak physique, 
Swamiji asked him whether he knew how to 
play football. The youth was confused. He 
was asking spiritual guidance and Swamiji 
asked him about football! What at all 
was the relevance? Swamiji realized the 
confusion in the youth and answered: 
”Through football, you will understand the 
Gitta better”.

In the first session the subject was 
Vivekanander Bhabnar Samajik o Rajnaitik 
tatparja (The Socio-political ideology of 
Swami Vivekananda). This session was 
presided over by prof. (Dr.) Jahanara Begum 

Swami Suparnanandaji Maharaj, Secretary, Narendrapur 
Ramakrishna Mission Ashram delivering his inaugural 
speech during the seminar on “Vivekananda and the 
Future of Mankind”. On the dais (from L to R): Sri 
Bimal Ch. Pal, Chairman, WBGPF, Padmabhusan Sri 
Sailesh Kumar Bandyopadhyay, Sushree Radha Bhatt, 
Chairperson, Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi.
Below: Dr. Radha Bhatt, Chairperson, Gandhi Peace 
Foundationn New Delhi addressing the gathering on the 
occasion. 
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and the main speaker was prof. (Dr.) Asim 
Chowdhury. prof. Chowdhury presented a 
paper on “Socialist Swami Vivekananda”. 
He mentioned that Swami Vivekananda 
is the first socialist in India. Though 
there was an article written by 
Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay where 
he mentioned about communism but he 
never had faith on either socialism or 
communism. 

In the second session the subject for 
discussion was Manabatabadi Vivekananda 
(Swami Vivekananda: The Humanist). This 
session was presided over by prof. Satyabrata 
Choudhury. Sri Surjyangshu Bhattacharya, 
national teacher, presented a paper on 
Manab Muktir Disari Vivekananda (Swami 
Vivekananda: The guiding force of human 
upliftment).

He made a reference to what pt. Jawharlal 
nehru had said “Rooted in the past and 
full of pride in India’s prestige, Vivekananda 
was yet modern in his approach to life’s 
problems and was a kind of bridge between 
the past of India and her present.... He came 
as a tonic to the depressed and demoralised 
Hindu mind and gave it self reliance and 
some roots in the past”.

The third session was Nari Jagarane 
Vivekananda (Swami Vivekananda’s role 
in awakening women). Dr. lata Das 
(paul) presented a paper titled as 
Biswapremik Vivekananda ebong Nari 
Jagriti (Swami Vivekananda: The World 
Icon). prof. (Dr.) Jahanara Begum and 
Dr. Mohanlal Mondal also spoke on the 
subject. It was presided over by prof (Dr.) 
Miratun nahar.

All the speakers expressed deep concern 
about increased torture on women in 
country and appealed to take the lesson 
from Swami Vivekananda and his Master, 
Sri Ramakrishna. Vivekananda said: 
”Woman is as courageous as man”. Again 
Swamiji said, ”The ideal of womanhood- 
that marvellous, unselfish, all-suffering, 
ever-forgiving mother”. no country can 
progress without respect to woman. 

The fourth session was on Vivekanander 
Bhabna O Bartaman Prasongikata (The 
philosophy of Vivekananda and its present 
day relevance). The speakers were prof. 
Sandip Das, Dr. Sanmatha nath Ghosh, 
Sri Raman Kumar and Dr. pabitra Gupta. 
It was presided over by Sri Surjangshu 
Bhattacharya.

“If you do not raise the women, who 
are the living embodiment of the Divine 
Mother, don’t think that you have any 
other way to rise. That country and 
that nation which do not respect women 
have never become great, not will ever 
be in future.”



That which is good, belongs to everyone: The values of interdependence,

harmony, humility, openness and collective life are integral to the tribal life

and society. They must be inculcated in such a way that the entire society

feels willing to embrace them. This is not the responsibility of the tribals

alone; the entire society has to move in this direction. That which is good,

belongs to everyone. Whatever positive values and practices are in the

tribal society should not be limited to a few communities alone. This is the

heritage of the whole world. The protection, promotion and

mainstreaming of such values and practices is the responsibility of us all.

To renew and strengthen this resolve, we will gather again at Gandhi

Darshan, Delhi. Placing the life, nature and culture in the centre, we will

discuss ideas, sing and dance–to reinvigorate life, to drench ourselves in

a spirit of joy and hope.

We welcome you all to be a co-traveller in this journey.

being extracted by ripping apart the chest of the earth. Green valleys and

fields are turning into desert lands. The rivers are either drying up or

turning into dirty nallahs.Air, soil, food – everything is filled with poison.

The tribal life and culture revolves around

nature. Taking according to one's limited needs and keeping the harmony

of nature intact is integral to their way of life. The developmental chaos

has given rise to an unbridled consumerism creating a crisis for the

simple, austere life of tribal communities. An undeclared war is being

fought for land and natural resources belonging to tribal communities.

This is a conflict between indulgence and restraint.At this juncture we find

Gandhiji standing by these people. He had said – “Earth provides enough

to satisfy every man's needs, but not every man's greed.” Indulgence and

irrational craving have no limits.

At present, only a tribal way of life, its values and entrepreneurship in

conjunction with Gandhiji's philosophy can save this civilization. Putting a

limit on the production for the wars, destruction and greed alongside a

ban on the mindless exploitation of natural resources can be a welcome

positive step in this direction.

During the making of our Constitution the national leaders took steps to

safeguard the unique nature of the tribal areas and prevent any kind of

unnecessary interference therein. For this reason the 5 and 6

schedules were added to the Constitutional Plan. The North-Eastern

States were placed in 6 schedule while other tribal majority areas of the

country were included in the 5 schedule. The Governor was appointed

the custodian of such areas. Consequently, the custodian could cancel or

repeal any law, government order or policy that is against the interests of

these communities.
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Gandhiji stands with us here:
vkfnoklh laLd̀fr laxe
Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam

xka/kh Le‘fr ,oa n’kZu lfefr
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti

xka/kh Le‘fr ,oa n’kZu lfefr
xka/kh Le`fr] 5 rhl tuojh ekxZ] ubZ fnYyh 11-

Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti

GandhiSmriti,5 TeesJanuary Marg, NewDelhi-11

Ph:23392710,23392278,23012843,65091374•Fax:20311480,23392706

28 - 30 November 2012

28 - 30 2012uoEcj

fiNys lky dh rjg

dqnjr ds djhc%

bl lky Hkh jkt?kkV fLFkr xka/kh n'kZu ds je.khd ifjlj
esa vkfnoklh laLÑfr laxe dk vk;kstu gks jgk gSA fcjlk i[kokM+s ¼15 ls 30
uoacj½ ds volj ij 28 ls 30 uoacj *2012 rd ;g vk;kstu lEiUu gksxkA
;g lekjksg Hkj ugha gS] ,d flyflyk gS & ns'k Hkj ds fofHkUu bykdksa dh
laLÑfr;ksa dks ,d izokg cukus o cu tkus dh dksf'k'k dkA thonkf;uh
ftthfo"kk dk vtlz lzksr gS ;gA mRiknu o vkuan] Je o jpuk dh ,d
vuwBh nqfu;k gS ;gA dqN fnuksa ds fy, gh lgh] ij ,d lkewfgd lkaLÑfrd
m|e esa lekfgr gksuk lHkh dks u dsoy rkt+xh ls Hkj nsrk gS cfYd mRizsfjr
Hkh djrk gSA ;g ,d R;ksgkj Hkh gS vkSj la?k"kZ dk ladYi Hkh & thou] laLÑfr
vkSj izÑfr dks vkSj Hkh csgrj cukus dkA

bl lekjksg eas vk;saxs ns'k ds nwj&nwjkar] ou izkarj esa jgus
okys vkfnoklh lewg] cqf)thoh] lektdehZ] i=dkj] lkfgR;dkjA ;s lHkh
rFkkdfFkr fodkl dh lH;rk ls csxkus gSaA dqN cs:[kh Hkh gS vkt dh
e'khuh lH;rk esa thou dk Lianu ugha gSA blesa mRikndrk gS] jpukRedrk
ughaA ekStwnk fodkl ds iSekus vkadM+ksa esa fufgr gSaA tcfd budk thou

vj.;] Ik'kq o Ñf"k&vk/kkfjr
gSA buesa ls fdlh dk Hkh {kj.k
buds thou dks fNUu&fHkUUk
dj ldrk gS] vkSj vkt ;gh
gks jgk gSA lH;rk o fodkl
dh dfFkr dkjxq+t+kfj;ksa us
lfn;ksa ls izÑfr dh xksn esa
jg jgh bu tekrksa easa gypy
iSnk dj nh gSA foLFkkiu
fodkl dk Ik;kZ; cu x;k gSA
lfn;ksa ls lafpr /kjksgj&
[kfutksa dks /kjrh dh dks[k ls
jkSan dj fudkyk tk jgk gSA
gjh&Hkjh ?kkfV;ka ohjku
iM+rh tk jgh gSaA ufn;ka lw[k
jgh gSa ;k fQj xans ukys esa
rCnhy gks jgh gSaA gok] feV~Vh]
[kk|&inkFkZ lc t+gj ls Hkj
x, gSaA

xka/kh th ;gha ij lkFk [kM+s gSa%

tks 'kqHk gS] og lcdk gS%

vkfnoklh thou o laLÑfr izÑfr&dsafnzr gSA
t:jr Hkj ysuk] izÑfr ds lkFk lkeatL; j[kuk budh thou i)fr gSA ysfdu
fodkl dh /kekpkSdM+h ls mits Hkksx dh vlhfer bPNk] us ljy o lknxhiw.kZ
thou ds lkeus ladV [kM+k dj fn;k gSA tehu o izkÑfrd lalk/kuksa dks ysdj
pkjksa rjQ ?keklku epk gqvk gSA okLro esa ;g Hkksx o la;e ds chp dk }a} gSA
xka/kh th ;gha lkFk [kM+s gSaA os dgrs gSa &

Hkksx
dh dksbZ lhek ugha] ykylk dk dksbZ var ughaA

vkt vkfnoklh lekt dh vkdka{kk o m|e vkSj xka/kh ds fopkjksa ds leUo;
ls gh lH;rk dks ladV ls cpk;k tk ldrk gSA ;q)] fo/oal o foykflrk ds fy;s
mRiknu o izkÑfrd lalk/kuksa dk mi;ksx&otZu bl fn'kk esa ,d ldkjkRed
dne gks ldrk gSA

lafo/kku fuekZ.k ds nkSjku gekjs usr`Ro us vkfnoklh cgqy bykdksa dh
fof'k"Vrk dks vuko';d gLr{ksi ls cpkus ds fy;s 5oha ,oa 6Bh vuqlwph {ks= dk
izko/kku fd;k x;kA mŸkj&iwoZ ds jkT;ksa ds vf/kdka'k bykdksa dks 6Bh vuqlwph esa
j[kk x;k rks ns'k ds 'ks"k bykds tgka vkfnoklh vkcknh dh cgqyrk gS] dks 5oha
vuqlwph dk ntkZ fn;k x;kA bu {ks=ksa esa jkT;iky dks laj{kd ¼dLVksfM;u½ dk
ntkZ fn;k x;kA vxj dksbZ dkuwu] vkns'k] uhfr bu leqnk;ksa ds fgrksa ds izfrdwy
gks rks mUgsa os jí Hkh dj ldrs gSaA

ikjLifjdrk] lkeatL;] fouezrk] [kqykiu]
lkewfgdrk vkfnoklh lekt ds lgt ewY; gSaaA bUgsa lpsr ewY; ds :Ik esa
fodflr gksdj iwjs lekt ds ewY; esa <y tkuk gSA ;g ,d dk;ZHkkj gS
vkSj nkf;Ro HkhA ;g flQZ vkfnokfl;ksa dk ft+Eek ugha gS] laiw.kZ lekt dk gSA
tks 'kqHk gS] og lcdk gSA vkfnoklh lekt thou esa tks Hkh izsj.kknk;h lacy
gSa] ewY; gSa] mUgsa D;ksa dqN leqnk;ksa rd lhfer o dsafnzr j[kk tkuk pkfg,A
;g rks iwjh nqfu;k dh /kjksgj gSA bldk laj{k.k] lao)Zu o eq[; /kkjk ds
osxoku izokg esa <kyus dk ftEek ge lc dk gSA blh ladYi dks nqgjkus ds
fy,] et+cwr djus ds fy, ge fQj ls bdV~Bk gksaxs &&fnYyh ds xka/kh n'kZu
esa & tgka thou] izd`fr o laLd`fr dks dsanz esa j[kdj dqN fopkj gksaxs] dqN
xhr xk;s tk;saxs] dqN u`R; gksaxs vkSj dqN djrc] dqN drZO; & thou dks lhapus
ds fy,] ljkcksj djus ds fy,A

Hkkxhnkj cuus ds fy, vki Hkh vk,aA

dqnjr lewph ekuo tkfr dh
t+:jrksa dks iwjk dj ldrh gS] ij ,d Hkh vkneh ds ykyp dks ughaaA

Following the

Closer to Nature:

experience of the last year, this year too the Adivasi

Sanskriti Sangam is being organised in the premises of Gandhi

Darshan at Rajghat. During the Birsa Fortnight (November 15 to 30) the

Sangam will be held between 28 and 30th November 2012. The

Sangam is not just an event, it's a continuum – constituting and in the

process becoming, a flow of cultures from different parts of the country.

This is the ceaseless source of zest for life. This is a unique cosmos of

creation and joy, of labor and creativity. Even if it lasts for only a few

days, participation in such celebrations fills all of us with a freshness

and excitement. It is a festival as well as a resolve to struggle for a better

life, culture and nature.

This event will see a congregation of forest

communities living in distant forests and hills. They will be

accompanied by tribal organisations, intellectuals, social workers,

journalists and writers working for the cause of the tribals. These

communities are alien to the processes of modern development since a

civilization propelled by machines doesn't throb with pulse of life. Such

a model of development is conducive to mass production of things but it

mars creativity. Claims about such a development are always limited to

dry data while the life of these people is based on forests, livestock and

agriculture. Depriving them of any one of these is sure to destabilise the

fragile balance of life of these communities.And precisely this is what is

happening today. The so called civilizing and developmental processes

have thrown these groups into a chaos who were living in the lap of

nature for so many centuries. For them, the development has become

synonymous with displacement. The heritage accumulated over

centuries, the precious minerals buried in the tribal and forest lands are
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the Samiti organised the first Gandhi 
literature Festival in Gandhi Smriti 

from october 4-14, 2012. During the 
festival, an exhibition of the literatures 
written on and by Mahatma Gandhi in 
different languages was put up. The festival 
was inaugurated on october 4, 2012 and 
concluded on october 14, 2012. The 
literature Festival was coordinated by Dr. 
Sailaja Gullapalli, Research Associate, GSDS, 

Smt. Kalpana Ashok with the assistance of 
Shri Raman Kumar, Shri Sameer Banerjee 
and wide ranging Gandhiana and books 
on contemporary subjects formed part of 
the festival. over 1000 people participated 
everyday. 

During the festival, several programmes 
were organised. The details are given as 
under: The programmes were organized 

First Gandhi Literature 
Festival 2012

A view of the First Gandhi Literature Festival in Gandhi Smriti.
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under the supervision of Smt. Geeta Shukla, 
Research officer, GSDS. 

Gandhi Katha – A musical story-telling on 
the life and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi 
87-year-old Shri narayan Bhai Desai, son 
of Shri Mahadev Desai (who was long time 
personal secretary to Mahatma Gandhi) 
narrated his 106th Gandhi Katha in Gandhi 
Smriti from october 4-8, 2012. organised 
by Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, 
almost 1000 people from different walks 
of life gathered everyday to listen to the 
Katha. narayanbhai brought Gandhi’s life, 
childhood, his education, Satyagraha, Dandi 
March, the non-Cooperation Movement, 
the death of his wife Kasturba Gandhi and 
Mahatma Gandhi’s martyrdom through a 
lyrical narrative style.

However, it was not just the lyrical narrative 
style of rendering the life and philosophy 

(Above and below): People from different sections of the 
society in rapt attention, as Shri Narayan Bhai Desai 
narrates the Gandhi Katha.
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of the Mahatma, the Katha had 30 songs 
on different aspects of Bapu’s life, including 
ahimsa and the essence of Satyagraha 
written by narayanbhai himself. 

These were composed and sung by the 
Swar trishna Choir, led by Shri Sudhanshu 
Bahuguna. Through his Katha, narayanbhai 

has transformed the ancient form of 
storytelling into a contemporary form with 
anecdotes from his childhood memories of 
being with Bapu. narayanbhai beautifully 
sequences Gandhi’s life. 

As he grew up in his ashrams in Sabarmati, 
Ahmedabad and Sevagram, the simplicity 
and profound understanding of Gandhian 
values had a great impact on narayanbhai 
Desai. taking forward such values, 
narayanbhai has been holding Gandhi 
Kathas since 2002, which he began after 
the Gujarat riots.

An assembly of Artists and Cartoonists – 
Mahatma Gandhi – A Kaleidoscope on the 
life and message of the Father of the nation 
was organised on october 9. Around 50 
artistes and cartoonist took part in the 
programme and painted and sketched 

Artists drawing their impression of ‘peace’ at the Artists Conclave as part of the Gandhi Literature Festival.

Members of the Swar Trishna choir led by Shri Sudhanshu 
Bahuguna (centre) presenting songs on the occasion. 
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their impression on canvas and papers. 
Smt. Hena Chakrabarty, former Curator 
GSDS coordinated the programme. 
Among the artists and cartoonists who 
participated included, Kalicharan Gupta, 
priyanka Kumari, Mansoor Zaqvi, Shri 
Swapan Kumar Sarkar, Mr. Madhusudan 
Das, Karan Choudhary, prof. Jaizharotia, 
Bijendra Kumar, Jagdish Dey, Sajith Kumar 
(cartoonist with Deccan Chronicle), 
edtorial Cartoonists Abhishekh tiwari, 
Chandrashekhar Hada (Dainik Bhaskar) 
Rajesh Kumar Dubey, Hariom tiwari, 
Irfan Khan, Shri Ramchandra pokale, 
Sushank Kumar (Sculptor), Raja Deori, 
tanmaya tyagi, (political Cartoonist), 
Harish Chandra Shukla (KAAK), Surendra 
Anand (Creative Designer in India news 
Channel) etc. 

A Kavi Sammellan – Gandhi Ke Samaj 
(assembly of poets) was organised on 
october 10 in Gandhi Smriti. Among 
the poets and authors took part in the 
programme included: Shri Abdul Kalam 
Gauri, Shri Satyendra Kumar, Shri Vijay 

K. Bhatia, Shri Deepak Gupta, Dr. Akshay 
pratap Singh, Shri Harbhajan Singh, Shri 
Harish Chandra Khatri (nirbhaya), Shri 
Hasan Iman, Shri Ramavtar Bairwa, Dr. 
Sarojini pritam, Smt. Mamta Kiran, Smt. 
Alka Singh, Shri Mahendra Sharma, Shri 
Shashank Dattatray Kulkarni, Shri Girish 
puri Goswami and Shri Vinay Kumar 
Shukla.

i. Smt. Hena Chakraborty, former 
Curator, GSDS coordinated the 
Artists Conclave

ii. Ms. Alka Singh, social activist, 
coordinated the Kavi Sammellan

iii. Dr. Rajeev Ranjan Giri, lecturer at 
St. Stephen’s College coordinated 
the Street play

iv. Shri Atul prabhakar coordinated 
the Writer’s Conclave

v. Shri Vedabhyas Kundu, programme 
officer coordinated the discussion 
on Gandhiji’s communication skills 
and their relevance today.

Poets reciting their poems at the Kavi Sammellan on Gandhi ke Samaj during the festival.
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A street play performance by Aarohi group of Delhi University in progress at the festival.

On the eight day, a Street Play was 
organised on october 11, 2012 in Gandhi 
Smriti. Students of Delhi university from 
the Aarohi group performed the padyatri 
play. The performance highlighted the 
present condition of the society, the 
demoralization of the youth and the need 
to raise awareness through Gandhian way 
of peace and nonviolence. The performers 
were: Rajesh Kashyap, Ved prakash Singh, 
Rajnish Kumar, Ravi, Aashi, Shashanki, 
Kuldip, Ankur and others. 

A Writer’s Conclave – Gandhi in Modern 
Indian Literature was organised on october 
12, 2012. Shri Atul prabhakar coordinated 
the conclave. Chairperson Sahitya 
Akademy, Shri Vishwanath prasad tiwari 
participated in the conclave and said only 
people who sacrifice themselves for the 

cause of humanity get a place in, what 
he called sahitya (literature). Shri Giriraj 
Kishore presided over the programme. 
Historian Sudhir Chandra also took part 
in the conclave. others who participated in 
the programme included Shri Sitesh Alok, 
prahallad Ramsharan, Rajkumar Saini. Ms. 
Manimala, Director of the Samiti also 
participated. 

A discourse on Mahatma Gandhi’s 
Communication Skills and their relevance 
today was organised on october 13, 2012. 
prof. Hemant Joshi from the Indian 
Institute of Mass Communication and 
prof. Salil Misra, proffessor of Modern 
History from Ambedkar university took 
part in the discourse an interacted with 
the participants. Director GSDS Ms. 
Manimala was present on the occasion. 
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Mr. Vedabhyas Kundu,  programme 
officer GSDS, coordinated the programme. 
Students from different institutions of Mass 
Communication and Delhi university took 
part in the interactive session.

The valedictory function was organised on 
october 14, 2012 with experience sharing 
by the participants, the volunteers, the staff 
of the Samiti and the coordinators. Ms. 
Manimala, Director GSDS initiated the 
discussion in Gandhi Smriti. Dr. Sailaja 
Gullapalli, Research Associate, Shri Ashok 
Kumar, Asst. estate Manager were present 
on the occasion. 

Distinguished speakers addressing the gathering at the ‘Writers Conclave’ and ‘Discourse on Mahatma Gandhi’s 
Communication Skills’ during the Festival.
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A glimpse of the Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam in Gandhi Darshan. The Sangam was inaugurated by H E Shri Devanand 
Konwar, Governor of Bihar, Shri Paban Singh Ghatowar, Union Minister for Development of North Eastern Region,  
Smt. Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee, Vice-Chairperson GSDS, Ms. Manimala, Director, GSDS and Shri  Thakur Singh, former 
minister of Himachal Pradesh by beating the traditional dhamsa (drum). Exhibition of handmade products and cultural 
presentations by folk artistes were other the highlights of the Sangam.
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Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam emphasizes the 
need for Inclusive growth for the Tribal 
Communities
“There is a need to protect the tribal community and 
their culture. It is the tribals who are struggling to protect 
their rich and diversified cultural heritage. neglecting or 
even insulting them would be an insult to Mother nature. 
Governments at both the centre and the states must work 
towards the protection of the tribals and their culture”, said 
Governor of Bihar Shri Devanand Konwar while delivering 
the inaugural address at the 2nd Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam 
organised by the Samiti from november 28-30, 2012.”
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(Left Above and Below) – Delegation and 
participants at the inauguration of the 
Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam. 

This was the second Adivasi Sanskriti 
Sangam after the Samiti initiated the 
Sangam in 2011 to give a platform to the 
tribals from the remote corners of the 
country to share issues of their rights and 
survival with policy makers. The platform 
was also to give a scope to the villagers 
to present their traiditional cultural items.

Speaking to over 700 people from the 
tribal communities representing Assam, 
Arunachal pradesh, Andhra pradesh, Bihar, 
Gujarat, Himachal pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Jammu and Kashmir (leh, ladakh), 
Manipur, Maharashtra, orissa, Rajasthan, 
Sikkim, tripura, uttar pradesh and West 
Bengal, Shri Konwar called for an overall 

development of the tribal communities and 
expressed concern over the depletion of the 
natural resources of the Adivasis because of 
continuous encroachment of their lands by 
industrialists. 

union Minister for Development of north 
eastern Region, Shri paban Singh Ghatowar 
in his address said that the adivasis are the 
real citizens of the country and it is these 
people who are the rightful owners of the 
natural resources. He strongly commented 
on the declining natural resources and 
biodiversity degradation, and said that 
the dangerous effect of this destruction 
of the natural resources is being felt in 
the environment. He appealed the adivasi 
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Delegates addressing the gathering during the Sangam. In the pix: (from L to R) – Shri P V Rajagopal, 
Ms. Manimala, Smt. Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee, Swami Agnivesh, Shri Paban Singh Ghatowar and 
Dr. Vibha Puri Das.

people not to raise arms in their desperation 
and asked them to lead their struggle in a 
peaceful manner. 

Shri paban Singh Ghatowar, Smt tara 
Gandhi Bhattacharjee, Vice-Chairperson 
GSDS and Ms. Manimala, Director 
GSDS was also present on the occasion. 
The inauguration was done beating the 
traditional drum called the dhamsa. 

Ms Manimala, in her address to the 
gathering said, “urban society don’t 
understand the importance of natural 

resources and this will culminate in 
disaster for whole mankind. earth can 
fulfill our all necessities not one’s greed. 
The Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam is an 
exhibition of the way tribal societies use 
and preserve natural resources and their 
culture.” The objective, Ms. Manimala 
said, was to address the “unbridled 
consumerism which is creating a crisis 
of identity for the simple and often 
insulated ethnic groups which believes in 
independence, harmony, humility, openness 
and collective life”. 
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Speakers sharing their perspective at the Jansansad during the Sangam. 

over 700 people from the tribal 
communities representing Assam, 
Arunachal pradesh, Andhra pradesh, 
Bihar, Gujarat, Himachal pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Jammu and Kashmir (leh, 
ladakh), Manipur, Maharashtra, orissa, 
Rajasthan, Sikkim, tripura, uttar pradesh 
and West Bengal participated. 

The distuingished gathering included:

	 •	 Governor	of	Bihar	H.	E.	Shri	
Devanand Konwar

	 •	 	Union	Minister	 for	Development	of	
north eastern Region, 

	 •	 Shri	Paban	Singh	Ghatowar 
Governor of Mizoram, 

	 •	 Shri	A	R	Kohli.

	 •	 Shri	B	N	Rai,	Vice-Chancellor	of	 the	
Mahatma Gandhi

earlier in her welcome address, Smt. tara 
Gandhi Bhattacharjee emphasized on 
the need to adopt the Adivasi lifestyle to 
simplify our modern day problems. She 
further insisted that Gandhiji’s work culture 
resembled the tribal’s tradition and this 

should be a good enough example for the 
world to follow. 

Cultural performances by Kuki tribe of 
Manipur, Mishing tribe of Assam, Munda 
tribe of Jharkhand, tuba tribe of Assam, 
Joya tribe of Gujarat, Karma tribe of up and 
other tribal groups from Himachal pradesh, 
orissa, Andhra pradesh, Rajasthan and 
tripura were the highlight of the day. 

on day two, november 29, a Jan Sansad 
on natural Resource Management in the 
Adivasi Culture was organised in Gandhi 
Darshan.

The chief guest at the Jan Sansad was the 
former Governor of Mizoram, Shri A R 
Kohli. 

Speaking to the participants at the three-
day Sangam, Shri Kohli called for inclusive 
growth in the adivasi communities. He 
said, “Inclusive growth is the way forward 
for the tribal communities. They need 
better education, food security and 
health facilities”. He further called for 
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the empowerment of the tribal folks to 
make them part of the change, which he 
said, “is the key to their development”. 
He further hoped that Mahatma Gandhi 
national Rural employment Gurantee Act 
(MGReGA) could be used for the tribal 
communities which he felt would benefit 
them. 

participants and representatives from the 
different states aired their concern over 
the present situation of the tribal areas 
and the people living within those 
communities. They expressed their 
grievances over the neglecting attitude of 
the Government at the centre and the 
state and criticized the policies of the 
Government for the tribals. They further 
said that though parties ruling at the centre 
or state come and go, but the problems and 
difficulties faced by the adivasis remain 
unchanged.

They also questioned the overall picture of 
development that is being projected by the 
Government. It was felt that in the name 
of development, they are destroying the 
natural resources. 

While making a reference to Mahatma 
Gandhi’s Satyagraha, social activist Swami 
Agnivesh, urged the tribal communities 
to come together and fight for their 
Fundamental Rights in a peaceful manner. 
He said that it is important to realize 
and understand how through the 
power of Satyagrahai, Mahatma Gandhi 
demonstrated what all he could achieve. 
“This is the tool which can help the tribal 
communities”, he exhorted. 

The Secretary, Ministry of tribal Affairs, 
Dr. Vibha puri Das, lamented that even 
after six decades of Independence, people 
in the tribal communities are affected by 
malnutrition and they can not even meet 
their basic needs. She assured all help 
for people living in the backward tribal 
communities. 

The concluding programme of the 
three-day Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam was 
held on november 30, 2012 in Gandhi 
Smriti. Shri B n Rai, Vice-Chancellor 
of the Mahatma Gandhi International 
university was the chief guest on the 
occasion. 

Cultural performances by the tribal 
communities that included presentations 
from Sikkim, Assam, Manipur, orissa, 
Rajasthan, Andhra pradesh, Kashmir, 
punjab was the highlight of the concluding 
ceremony.

A folk performance by artists from the north eastern state 
in progress at the Sangam.
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participated in a panel discussion on the 
present socio-economic condition of the 
Adivasis in the society. 

Cultural programmes by different Adivasi 
groups were a major highlight of the 
programme. 

 Samvad, Jharkhand
The Samiti in association with Samvad in 
Jharkhand organised the Jharkhand Adivasi 
Sanskriti Sangam on September 25-26, 

A glimpse of the state-level Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam organised by the GSDS. 

 Udaipur, Rajasthan-Utkarsh Sansthan

The Samiti in association with utkarsh 
Sansthan, in udaipur, Rajasthan organised 
a State-level Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam on 
September 15-16, 2012 in udaipur. Ms. 
Manimala, Director GSDS inaugurated 
the programme. 115 Adivasis from the 
different districts of Jaipur, Banswada, 
Dungarpur, Baran, udaipur, Chitore, Bundi, 
pratapgarh, Abu and Sirohi took part in the 
two-day programme. 20 resource persons 

Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam in other States
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2012. over 250 Adivasis from different 
nine districts of Jharkhand participated 
in the two-day programme. A dialogue-
cum-debate on the Adivasi life Style 
and the Gandhian principals was 
organised. Ms. Manimala, Director 
GSDS inaugurated the programme. 
The others who participated in the 
programme included Shri Ghanshyam, 
Shri Siddeshwar, Shri Kamal Kishore, Shri 
Arvind Anjum. 

During the two-day programme, 
discussions were held on the socio-
economic and socio-cultural conditions of 
the Adivasis and their revival in today’s 
world. A Kavi Sammellan was organised 
as part of the Cultural programmes. 
The tribal groups also presented their 
individual cultural programmes. 

An exhibition was also organised that 
paid tribute to the martyr’s of the 
Jharkhand Freedom Struggle, and on 
Mahatma Gandhi’s visit to Deogarh in 
Jharkhand. 

 Gandhi Mission Trust, West Bengal

The Samiti in association with the Gandhi 
Mission trust, West Bengal organized 
the State-level Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam 
in West Medinipur District from 
october 18-20, 2012. Shri narayan Bhai 
Bhattacharjee, Secretary, Gandhi Mission 
trust organized the programme on behalf 
of the Samiti.

 Antodaya Chetna Mandal, Odisha

The Samiti in association with Antodaya 
Chetna Mandal in odisha 
organised the state-level 
Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam 
on november 22-23, 
2012. Director GSDS, Ms. 
Manimala participated in the 
programme. 

 National Youth Project, 
Arunachal Pradesh 

The nYp, Arunachal pradesh 
organised the State-level 
Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam in Participants at the state-level Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam in 

Jharkhand. 

Shri Narayan Bhai of the Gandhi Mission Trust, speaking 
at the West Bengal Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam.
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Local artistes performing at the sangam in Arunachal Pradesh. 

Jalpaiguri, West Bengal on october 7-10, 
2012 and in Jairampur, Arunachal pradesh 
on october 26-29, 2012. The national 
Youth project, Arunachal pradesh also 
organized the Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam in 
Siliguri, West Bengal from october 7-10, 
2012.

 Banwasi Sewa Ashram, Uttar Pradesh

The Samiti in association with Banwasi 
Sewa Ashram, Sonebhadra, uttar pradesh 
organized the Adivasi Sangam at the 
state-level. tribal groups from Chitrakoot, 
Banda, Sonebhadra, Baharaich, lalitpur, 

Eminent Gandhian Dr. Subba Rao, conducting a workshop 
in Arunachal Pradesh.

Children demonstrating their creativity 
during the Sangam.
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Participants during the Sangam engaged in various activities.

phlibhit participated in the sangam from 
november 8-9, 2012.

The chief guest of the programme was Md. 
Manif Ahmed Khan. other distinguished 
guests indluded prof. pradeep Bhargav, 
president Govind Ballabh pant Social 
Science Institute; prof. Badri tewari, 
Director tribal Museum J p pant 
Institute; Dr. Arjundas Kesari, Research 
on tribals of Sonebhadra; Dr. luvkush, Shri 
Rhivendra, Ms putul, Shri Mohun Shukla, 
Smt taramani, (up representative of the 
Kasturba trust) and others.

The main objective of the ‘Sangam’ was to 
provide a platform for the local folk artists 
to display their art. 

“Development processes have seriously 
tarnished the traditional fabric of our 
country. education and social values have 
taken the back seat. only folk art can bind 
the nation in this scenario”, said Md. Manif 
Ahmed Khan. 

The artists presented the local art ‘kolhai’  
in song and art form. The team from 
Sonebhadra presented the ‘karma’ and 
‘shaila’ folk dance. 
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Children during various activities as part of 
their training programme in Gandhi Darshan.
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Students unanimous on 
strengthening women’s 
participation in the national 
mainstream
Students from 80 schools from, Delhi and 
national Capital Region (nCR) participated 
at the Inter-School elocution Competition 
on Role of Women in Strengthening Indian 
Democracy in Gandhi Darshan on April 
25, 2012. organised by the Gandhi Smriti 
and Darshan Samiti (GSDS), to reinfuse 
the spirit of the historic Dandi March, 
the competition saw students speaking on 
different areas of women’s participation to 
make the functioning of democracy more 
effective.

The student who took home the Dandi 
March Rolling Trophy was Dheeraj Kumar 

representing JpM Sr. Sec. School for the 
Blind. Dheeraj spoke on how women, who 
are the creators, can indeed build a nation. 
He, however, lamented that women are 
subjected to violence and injustice. He 
pointed out the curse of female foeticide 
and hoped women who are in power, 
will work towards preventing this heinous 
crime.

presenting his thoughts on Indian cinema 
and the Role of Women in Raising Social 
Issues Dheeraj spoke at length about how 
actors have been using their art for depicting 
social issues and how they have come of 

Dheeraj Kumar 
representing J p M Sr. Sec. School 
for the Blind won the competition

A student participating at the Inter-school Elocution Competition 
for Dandi March Rolling Trophy in Gandhi Darshan. (Also in the 
pix): Dr. Mrs Anu Anand and Prof. K K Sen (Judges) with Shri 
Raman Kumar.
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age in presenting themselves as women 
with strong will and determination. He 
said that such women actors like Shabana 
Azmi, Madhuri Dixit, Vidya Balan are an 
inspiration for many women across the 
length and breadth of the nation. 

While Shephali Aggarwal of Kalka public 
School, Alaknada won the Second prize, the 

Third prize winner was Khusboo Khatra of 
KIIt World School, pitampura.

The judges also awarded special 
appreciation prize to Ms. Riddhima Yadav 
of Vasant Valley School. 

expressing happiness about the 
participation of 80 schools in the 

competition, journalist and 
social worker, Ms. lalima 
Aneja Dang, who judged 
the competition, asked the 
students to empower young 
girls in their community and, 
locality by educating them. 
She hoped the children would 
initiate peace clubs within 
their schools which would 
become an effective medium 
for empowering the girl child. 

The others who judged the 
students in the three-and-a-

half-hour competition were prof. K K Sen, 
Mrs. Annu Anand and Ms. Shweta Rashmi. 

Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala also spoke 
to the students to think on larger issues of 
land and tribal rights that are confronting 
the society. She hoped that the students 
would not take anything as a burden, but 
do hard labour, achieve their set goals 
of serving the nation with sincerity and 
honesty. 

Top: A student makes a presentation at the 
Dandi March Rolling Trophy.

Bottom: Participants from different institutions 
at the competition in Gandhi Darshan.
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Shishu Panchayat Members 
discuss core issues on health, 
education and sanitation
A training programme – as part of the 
Shishu panchayat initiative – was launched 
by Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 
(GSDS), on April 30, 2012, for the children 
of the Burari in Kathiya Baba, in the 
slums of Burari village. The programme 
was inaugurated by Ms. Manimala, 
Director, GSDS and Shri Adesh tyagi, 
District Councillor (nigam parishad). Shri 
Vedabhyas Kundu, programme officer 
GSDS; Smt. Shashwati Jhalani, librarian 
GSDS; Smt. Geeta Shukla, Research officer, 
GSDS; Shri phool Chand and Mrs. Shweta 
from Bapa Ashram, Harijan Sevak Sangh, 
Kingsway Camp. Senior Gandhians, Dr. 
Sita Bimbra and Ms Seema were also 
present on the occasion. 

Addressing a gathering of almost 400 
children who had assembled at the 
programme, Ms Manimala 
appreciated the efforts of the 
women and youth of the area 
towards bringing awareness 
amongst the children through 
the medium of the Shishu 
panchayats. Calling it a 
necessity for the development 
of the child to bring out 
their inherent talent, she 
hoped that the children will 
learn different skills which will 
be useful for them in future. 
She further hoped that the 
children will be honest and 
sincere in their work. 

While mentioning about the Summer Camp 
which the GSDS will be organising from 
May 20, 2012 at Gandhi Darshan, she asked 
the coordinators to select six youth in the 
age group of 14-16 years to participate in 
the in-house camp where several orientation 
and training programmes will be held. She 
said that several youth from different parts 
of the country will also participate in this 
summer camp. 

Speaking on the occasion, Shri phool Chand 
appreciated the efforts of the coordinators 
and youth in carrying meaningful activities 
in the area and gave assurance that these 
children of Burari would be given admission 
to the school run by the Harijan Sevak 
Sangh. 

Shri Rakesh Sharma of Burari Shishu 
panchayat briefed the gathering about 
the aims and objectives of the Shishu 
panchayats and also shared his personal 
experiences on working in the area for the 

Children at the Burari Shishu Panchayat participating at the workshop 
organized by the Samiti. The workshop was conducted by Ms. Shreya Jani.
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last three years. He said that the attitude of 
the children has considerably changed from 
the time he began his journey with them.

There is a sense of responsibility amongst 
the children and men and women, who 
want to get their children (both boys and 
girls) educated. He cited the problems of 
the non-availability of the teachers and 
resources to provide education to them 
and hoped that this matter will be given 
considerable thought.

Mr. Deepak Dubey, coordinator of the 
Shishu panchayat, highlighted the aims 
and objectives of the Shishu panchayat and 
proposed the vote of thanks. 

earlier, the Director GSDS visited 
different areas of the slums including the 
Gitanjali park which the children of the 
Shishu panchayat made as part of their 
initiative towards generating awareness 
on sanitation and environment. It may 
be mentioned that Gitanjali Park was 
earlier a dump ground for garbage of 
the locality, which was then converted into 
a park in the year 2010, by the children of 
the area. 

The children presented invocation and 
cultural programme which included a 
play on the value of education. They also 
presented patriotic songs.

Children of the Burari Shishu Panchayat join together with social worker, Shri Satish Jain to sing an 
inspirational song during the programme. 
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The Shishu panchayat members also spoke 
about their work and experiences in the 
field. They had also displayed charts, posters, 
slogans and paintings on the basic issues of 
education, wealth and environment. 

In a remote village on the outskirts of Delhi, 
these efforts by children to strengthen their 
community through constructive work is 
indeed praiseworthy and needs all possible 
encouragement that it deserves. 

Mosaic 2012 inter-school 
painting competition organised

The Samiti in association with Happy 
School, Daryaganj organized Mosaic-2012, 
Inter-school on the spot Padamchand 
Memorial Painting competition in Gandhi 
Darshan on november 21, 2012. 2000 

children representing 27 schools of Delhi 
and nCR participated in the competition. 
The competition was open to all and no 
subjects were specified. The students were 
free to paint on any issues/subjects of their 
choice. A special feature of the competition 
was the participation of special children 
affected by different forms of disability. 

Among those who graced the event 
included: Dr. (Smt.) Sudarshan pathak, 
Chairperson, Delhi State Social Welfare 
Board, eminent Kathak exponent, padam 
Bhushan Smt. uma Sharma, eminent 
painter, padam Bhushan Shri Jatin Das, 
Ms. Amita Dahiya, national Coordinator, 
Volunteering and post-2012, united 
nations Volunteers, prof. K. K. Sen, 
Development officer peoples Institute of 
Development and training, and Ms. lalima 

Children from different schools participate in the inter-school painting competition in Gandhi Darshan.
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Above: Painting for a better world: Children 
engrossed in the Mosaic 2013 painting 
competition in Gandhi Darshan.  

Left: Renowned artist, Shri Jatin Das speaks to 
the children.

Aneja Dang, media personality and social 
worker.

Shri R. n. Grover, Immediate past president 
DFoF, Shri Krishan Kumar of the Happy 
School and principal Happy School, Smt. 
Gita Arora were present on the occasion. 
Students of G R M public School, nazafgarh 
were felicitated on the occasion. 

talking to the childen, Shri Jatin Das 
appreciated the efforts of the Samiti and 

Happy School, who have joined hands 
in promoting creativity amongst children, 
and providing an opportunity to them to 
develop and harness their creativity. 

Ms. Amita Dhaiya, spoke to the children 
about the un Millennium Development 
Goals beyond 2015, and said that it is 
children who are looked as the future 
citizens, and what better to promote thier 
interest in such creative pursuits as art, 
that speaks a thousand words. She also 
appealed the students to raise awareness 
on environment, education, and other grave 
social issues that are affecting the society 
through thier powerful medium of art and 
painting. 
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Students demand protection of 
the “Big Cat” on International 
Day of Forests

About 1000 children from 23 schools 
in Delhi and nCR raised their voice to 
save the ‘Big Cat’ (tigers) as part of the 
“Save our tigers” campaign initiated 
by Aircel, one of India’s leading telecom 
players. The programme was organised 
by Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 

in association with Happy School, 
Daryaganj, Sanctuary Asia, (India’s leading 
wildlife magazine) and Aircel on March 
21, 2013 to celebrate the International 
Day of Forests.

Dressed as tigers, the children not only 
raised slogans to raise awareness on the 
necessity to save tigers for biodiversity 
conservation, they also protested against 
the illegal killing of tigers for trade and 
business. 

Save the Tiger: A child masks the tiger’s impression to create awareness on the necessity to save the Big Cat. 
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A Kids for Tiger rally was organised on 
the occasion. The Chief Guests the Bedi 
Brothers, Shri naresh and Shri Rajesh Bedi, 
eminent wild life film makers flagged off 
the rally from Rajghat. Carrying posters 
and placards, Children marched from 
Mahatma Gandhi Samadhi to Gandhi 
Darshan where a tree plantation ceremony 
was organised as a symbol for protection of 
the environment. led by the Bedi Brothers, 
the others who also planted guava trees 
included: Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala, 
principal Happy School, Mrs. Gita Arora, 

Children from different schools participate in 
Gandhi Darshan on the occasion 

of International Day of Forests on 
March 21, 2013 and raise awareness to 

save the National Animal. 

Honorary Secretary Happy School, Shri 
Krishan Kumar, Ms. Brinda Malhotra, 
Head CSR, Aircel. 

Addressing the children, the Bedi Brothers 
appreciated the efforts of the organizers 
to involve children in raising awareness 
on biodiversity conservation and the 
protection of tigers, which has gained 
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significant momentum across the world, 
despite the fact that the ‘Big Cat’ is facing 
some of its toughest challenges. He said, 
“A tidal wave of support from school 
children across India is emerging as a 
vital conservation force and should be 
taken to different parts of the country 
and to different segments of the society”.

Ms Manimala, in her address asked the 
children to reflect on what Mahatma 
Gandhi had said regarding ‘need vs 
greed’. She asked the children to ponder 
on why tigers are facing dangers and 
expressed her concern over the rampant 
destruction of forest and natural resources. 
She said that campaigns such as ‘Save 
our tigers’ which involve children send 
poignant reminders to the adults in their 
lives about the need to protect India’s 
natural heritage”.

Speaking on the occasion, Ms. Brinda 
Malhotra, Head - Corporate Social 
Responsibility, Aircel, said, “We are 
delighted to be a part of Sanctuary Asia’s 
Kids for tigers programme  and hope to 
increase awareness among young children 
and the youth and sensitise them to the fact 
that, saving tigers and their forests is vital 
to our country’s food and water security.”

While speaking about the “Kids for tiger” 
campaign, Ms Malhotra added, “Aircel 
began its partnership with Sanctuary Asia 
for the Kids for tigers programme in early 
2009. The initiative runs in 10 cities and 
towns across the country reaching over 
5 lakh children every year. Children are 
exposed to films on tigers, talks, nature 

walks and take part in activities such as 
writing postcards to government officials 
to encourage them to protect wildlife.”  

Daksh Sharma of Happy School, Apoorv of 
Modern School, shared their experiences of 
working with the ‘Kids for tigers’ campaign 
on the occasion.

The Bedi Brothers, Shri Rajesh and Naresh Bedi planting 
saplings of trees in Gandhi Darshan as part of the programme. 

Ms. Manimala, felicitating the chief guest on the occasion.
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Burari Shishu Panchayat 
celebrates Independence Day
Burari Shishu panchayat in Delhi, in 
association with the Samiti celebrated 
the 65th Independence Day in Burari by 
organising a tree-plantation programme. 
The chief guest of the programme was 
Shri Rameshwar Chand, social worker and 
headmen of the Indraprastha Colony in 
Burari.

the Samiti’s initiatives to take the message 
of Mahatma Gandhi. There was an 
overwhelming response of the students.

Independence Day celebrated 
at Jeevanshala in Narmada 
ki Ghati

The Samiti in association with narmada 
nav nirman Abhiyan, celebrated the 65th 
Independence Day in Jeevanshala on 
August 15, 2012. Children at the valley 
in Jeevanshala participated with great 
enthusiasm.

new clothes were distributed to them by the 
Director of GSDS, Ms. Manimala. noted 
environmentalist and a crusader to save the 
narmada Valley from further extinction, 
Smt. Medha patkar was also present on 
the occasion. Shri Rakesh from the GSDS 
also participated.

About 300-400 children from different 
schools gathered at the event. They  
presented group songs based on the heroic 
acts of the people in their locality during 
the national movement for freedom and 
also on others. 

Five-Day Workshop on “Gandhi 
in Education”

The Samiti in association with G R M 
public School, Ranholla, Delhi organized a 
five-day workshop on Gandhi in education 
in G R M public School from october 16-
20, 2012. The aims and objectives of the 
camp were: 

Burari Shishu Panchayat children celebrates 
Independence Day

The programme was coordinated by Shri 
Ganesh of the Samiti in Burari. Cultural 
programmes, painting and street plays 
were performed during the programme. 
About 200 children from the slums of 
Burari and from schools participated in 
the programme. 

Gandhi Quiz organised in 
Bhithiharwa
A Gandhi Quiz for students was organised 
in Bitiharwa on July 9, 2012 as part of 
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i. establishment of non-violence in society

ii. to stop violent-nature of children, which 
is increasing rapidly

iii. to fight against the odd phases of life

iv. to increase the level of self-confidence

v. to involve physical and co-curricular 
activity

Dr. Bijender Singh, MlA inaugurated the 
workshop. Shri Gulab Singh, principal 
of GRM School along with Mrs. Renu 
Shookeen was the guest of honour. A 
peace march led by the students to raise 
awareness on social issues was taken out 
in the nearby community.

Various other competitions such as story 
writing, poster making, cleanliness drive, 
skits and plays, Gandhi quiz formed  
part of the various activities of the camp. 

Displaced and rehabilitated children of the Narmada Jeevanshala join together in the flag hoisting 
ceremony during Independence Day celebrations.

Children of the GRM School with their mentors and 
dignitaries holding posters on social issues made by them 
during the programme.

Dr. Kamna Jha, teacher, GRM public 
School, coordinated the camp on behalf 
of the GSDS. 
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160 male and female adolescents were 
selected after assessing their talents and 
sensitivity from around villages, districts, 
state level to the national Gandhi Sanskar 
Shivirs (camps). Youth from 18 states 
participated in the national Gandhi Sanskar 
Shivir organized at Gandhi Darshan. The 
age-group of these trainees was 14-16 years. 
It was very difficult for girls of this age to 
come out of their homes and that too in 
the heat of the summers in Delhi. 

But having tremendous faith in the local 
coordination, the parents of the girls gave 
them the permission.



AnnuAl RepoRt 2012-2013  •  87  

Shri t n prabhu, the coordinator of the 
camp organized a camp at Thrissur, Kerala 
informed that they gave advertisements 
in the newspapers for these camps. The 
adverstisements was published free of cost. 
It was advertised that only 50 trainees 
would be taken in these camps. But as 
many as 250 applications were received 
within five days before the camp was 
conducted. All the more, 100 youth came to 

participate in the camp even after refusing 
them. Though we got the money from the 
GSDS for 50 trainees, we accommodated 
50 more after seeing the enthusiasm of the 
girls and the boys.

on the last day of the camp, the participants 
were being selected for the Rashtriya Sanskar 
Shivir Mostly the boys were being selected. 
We thought that girls wouldn’t be given 
permission for these camps. But the girls 
took upon themselves the responsibility 
of seeking permission from their parents 
for participating at the national level and 
succeeded in persuading their parents to let 
them go to Delhi. A 16-member contingent 
from Kerala came to the national capital.

(In the pix - page 86, 87): Participants engaged in 
various activities like Shramdaan, sports, cleanliness 
and workshops conducted under the guidance of 
Dr. S N Subba Rao (above) as part of the Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivirs organized by the Samiti in different 
parts of country including Delhi.
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TIME AcTIvITy

5 to 5.15 am Arise

5.20 to 5.55 Morning tea and other routine

6.00 to 6.10 Community prayer

6.15 to 6.55 Yoga

7.00 to 7.55 Shramdaan

8.00 to 8.55 Bath and Breakfast

9.00 to 9.35 Flag hoisting

9.40 to 11.25 Ist session

11.30 to 11.45 tea/lime Water

11.50 to 1.10 IInd session

1.15 to 2.25 lunch

2.30 to 4.35 IIIrd session

5.00 to 5.10 Flag down ceremony

5.15 to 5.40 evening tea (biscuits/fruits)

5.45 to 6.25 Group Sports

6.30 to 7.10 Free time

7.15 to 8.10 Group reading/self-reading/self-writing

8.15 to 9.10 Dinner

9.15 to 10.10 Film show/cultural programme

10.15 lights off

Daily Routine of National Gandhi Sanskar Camp
note: This is time table observed during the national Gandhi Sanskar Shivir. However, 
alterations were made at local level.
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Time LiNe Of GaNDhi SaNSkaR ShiviR

Sl No Name of the 
Camp Place Year 2012

Date
Participants’ 

Details Thrust Area Co-organisers

1. Training and 
Awareness Camp

Nandurbar, 
Maharashtra

April 15-30 100 --Nature & 
Gandhi
--Disaster 
Management
--Self rule and 
Village Swaraj
 

Narmada 
Nav Nirman 
Abhiyan

2. Gandhi Sanskar 
Shivir

Thrissur, 
Kerala

April 20-23 100 Develop 
holistic values 
amongst 
students 
through 
creative 
pursuits

Poornodaya 
Book Trust

3. Gandhi Sanskar 
Shivir

Kota 
Rajasthan

May 5-11 70 Develop 
holistic values 
amongst 
students 
through 
pursuits

Utkarsh 
Sansthan

4. Gandhi Sanskar 
Shivir

Champaran, 
BIhar

April 25 to 
May 5

65 --Man- woman 
equality
-- Education 
– why and for 
whom
-- Gandhi’s 
concept of 
labour and 
today’s youth
-- Gandhi in 
Champaran

Ravindra 
Kumar

5. Youth Leadership 
and Self Reliance

Arunachal 
Pradesh
Itanagar

May 6-10 152 How to end 
superstitions

National 
Youth Project, 
Arunachal 
Pradesh

6. Gandhi Sanskar 
Shivir

Gandhi 
Darshan

May 20-31 150 -- Writing
-- Spinning, 
weaving and 
tailoring
-- theatre

Gandhi 
Smriti and 
Darshan 
Samiti
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7. Spinning and 
Weaving training 
camps for Tana 
Bhagats

Gandhi 
Darshan

May 20-31 20 Spinning and 
weaving

Smt Sunita 
Kumari Gupta, 
Coordinator

8. Spinning and 
Weaving Training 
camp for self-
employment 
of physically 
handicapped

Gandhi 
Darshan

May 20-31 20 Spinning and 
weaving

Shri Arvind 
Kumar 
(coordinator), 
GSDS

9. Creative Arts 
Camp

East 
Singhbhum, 
Jharkhand

May 25-31 78 - Tailoring
-Youth and 
unemployment
- Know local art 
and craft
- Self rule and 
tribal society

Paryavaran 
Chetna Kendra, 
Jhakhand 

10. Camp for 
developing writing 
skills

Gandhi 
Darshan

June 1-2 15 Develop 
writing skills

Gandhi Smriti 
and Darshan 
Samiti

11. Bal Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir

Gandhi 
Darshan

June 22-28 50 - Painting
- Cartoon 
making
-Poster Making
- Gardening
- Theatre

Gandhi Smriti 
and Darshan 
Samiti

12. Gandhi Sanskar 
Shivir

Howrah, 
West Bengal

June 4-8 60 Value 
Education and 
moral values

West Bengal 
Gandhi Peace 
Foundation

13. Paryavaran aur 
Uske Geet

Tehri, 
Garwal, 

Uttarakhand

June 21-29 35 Making songs 
on nature & 
environment by 
youth

Uttarakhand 
Sarvodaya 
Mandal, 
(Shri Saheb 
Singh Sajwar, 
Coordinator, 
GSDS)
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14. Yuva Samvad 
Shivir

Ganderbal, 
Jammu and 

Kashmir

June 7-11 80 -- Building of India 
of Gandhiji’s dreams
-- Concept of Value-
based education
--Inequality of sexes 
and sensitized 
society
-- Concept of holistic 
development
--Youth participation 
in democratic 
process

Gandhi 
Smriti and 
Darshan 
Samiti

15. Gandhi Sanskar 
Shivir

Jamui, Bihar June 27 to  
July 06

50 Importance of labour Samagra Seva 
Sansthan

16. Yuva Samaj 
Sadhana Shivir

Gandhi 
Darshan

July 6-16 40 --Graphics designing
--Simple English
-- How to write 
simple Hindi
-- How to arrange 
book stall, and its 
management
-- Coordinate 
management of 
library and its types
--Spinning and 
weaving
-- Self-study
-- communal 
harmony and youth
-- virtues of social 
activities and his 
daily routine

Gandhi 
Smriti and 
Darshan 
Samiti 

17 Yuva Samaj 
Sadhana Shivir

Karnal, 
Haryana

July 16-19 8 -- Equality of sexes 
and dowry
--changing face 
villages and youth
-- youth leadership 
and its development
-- RTI, RTE and 
discussions on youth

Coordinator – 
-- Shri 
Vishwaath 
Mathur
-- Shri Pankaj 
Chikara
--Shri 
Ravindra 
Guliya
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17. Yuva Samaj 
Sadhana Shivir

Karnal, 
Haryana

July 16-19 8 -- Equality of sexes and 
dowry
--changing face villages 
and youth
-- youth leadership and 
its development
-- RTI, RTE and 
discussions on youth

Coordinator – 
-- Shri Vishwaath 
Mathur
-- Shri Pankaj 
Chikara
--Shri Ravindra 
Guliya

18. Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir

Guwahati, 
Assam

July 10-17 70 Inculcate moral values 
on youth through value-
based shivirs

Shanti Sadhana 
Ashram

19. Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir

Samastipur, 
Bihar

July 24 to 
August 2

50 Inculcate moral values 
on youth through value-
based camps

Jawahar Jyoti Bal 
Vikas Kendra, 
Samastipur

20. Yuva Samaj 
Sadhana 
Kendra

Patna Bihar August 16-20 75 Inculcate moral values 
on youth through value-
based camps

Kamal Shakti Sewa 
Foundation

21. Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir

Vrindaban, 
West 

Champaran, 
Bihar

August 4-5 70 --Social analysis
-- Mahatma Gandhi and 
his life’s message
-- Village and associated 
superstitions

Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti

22. Education, 
Health and 
Character 
Building

Narkatiaganj, 
Bihar

August 22-26 80 Character-building 
through right education 
and proper health

Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti

23. Activists 
trainers 
training shivir

Bettiah, Bihar August 25-27 56 Develop leadership 
qualities

Samagra Shikshan 
Evam Vikas 
Sansthan

24. Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir

Muzaffarpur, 
Bihar

August 6-15 75 Inculcate moral values 
in students

Muzaffarpur VIkas 
Mandal

25. Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir

Andhra 
Pradesh

August 15-19 60 Inculcate moral values 
in students

Vishwa Vikas Samiti

26. Uttar Poorva 
Kshetriya 
Yuva Shivir

Guwahati 
Assam

August 9-12 125 Inculcate moral values 
in students

Asha Darshan

27. Gandhi Prerna 
Shivir

Mehesi, Bihar August 24-26 70 Inculcate moral values 
in students

Samajik Vikas evam 
Shodh Sansthan
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28. Kasturba 
Balika Vikas 
Shivir

Gandhi 
Darshan

September 
23 to October 
2

100 -- Music and its 
presentation
-- Graphics, cartoon and 
comics workshop, etc

Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti

29. Yuva Samaj 
Sadhana Shivir

Allahabad, 
Uttar Pradesh

August 30 to 
September 2

110 Workshop on communal 
harmony

Khudai Khidmatgar

30. Bal Vikas 
Shivir

Dhemaji, 
Assam

September 
1-3

60 Developing capacities 
of children through 
constructive 
programmes

Asha Darshan

31. Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir

Muzaffarpur, 
Bihar

October 12-
21

75 Developing capacities 
of children through 
constructive 
programmes

Muzaffarpur Vikas 
Mandal

32. Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir

Andhra 
Pradesh

October 1-2 60 Developing capacities 
of children through 
constructive 
programmes

Vishwa Vikas Samiti

33. Youth Camp 
for Communal 
Harmony

Manipur November 
28-30

80 Fostering communal 
harmony and Gandhian 
principles

Asha Darshan

34. Youth 
Leadership 
Development 
Camp (Youth 
Sadbhavna 
Netratva 
Vikas Shivir)

Ayodhya
Uttar Pradesh

December 
23-25

140 -- Communal Harmony, 
Nation building and 
youth
-- Challenges of 
communal harmony
-- Social Awareness and 
harmonious society
-- citizens rights and 
our duties

Khudai Khidmatgar

35. Youth 
Leadership 
Development 
Camp (Youth 
Sadbhavna 
Netratva 
Vikas Shivir)

Muzaffarpur, 
Uttar Pradesh

December 
15-17

125 -- Discussions on 
increasing honour 
killings in society and 
youth challenges of 
communal harmony 
-- How to implement 
RTI, RTE and 
MNREGA
-- Our society and 
environment protection

Khudai Khidmatgar
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Sanskar Summer Camp
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 
organized a Gandhi Sanskar Summer 
Camp at Gandhi Darshan from May 20-
31, 2012. The camp was organized with a 
view to acquaint the youth with thoughts, 
lifestyle and principles of the life’s message 
of Mahatma Gandhi. The main objective 
of organizing this camp was 
to prepare a group of youth 
in different states who would 
in future spread the message 
of Gandhiji’s Gram Swaraj. 
Volunteers and youth of the 
Samiti coordinated the camp. 

135 Children and youth 
from 17 different states along 

with 35 volunteers participated in the 
camp. The states included: Jammu and 
Kashmir, Delhi, HImachal pradesh, 
uttarakhand, Manipur, Assam, Andhra 
pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, uttar pradesh, 
Kerala, Gujarat, Maharashtra, odisha, 
Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Sikkim and West 
Bengal. 

Subject Resource Person Name of these camps

to Know Gandhiji Smt. Kalpana Ashok Kasturba Balika Sanskar Shivir

Development of Youth leadership Dr. S n Subba Rao Gandhi Sanskar Shivir

Drug Free Society and Youth Ms putul Gandhi Sanskar Shivir

law of Right to education Sh pannalal Surana Gandhi Sanskar Shivir

Communal Harmony and Youth Shri narendra Bhai Gandhi Sanskar Shivir

(Left) – Shri Rajiv Ranjan Giri administers a pledge in the morning assembly and (Right - top and below): 
Participants performing a skit on the occasion.
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The tana Bhaghats from Jharkhand 
also participated in the camp. Special 
spinning and weaving classes were 
conducted for them. training was 
imparted by Km. Indu Bahen of the 
Gandhi Smarak nidhi. 

The inaugural programme was attended 
by eminent Gandhian, Dr. Subba Rao 
who was the chief guest on the occasion. 
Shri Ashok Saran from Gandhi nidhi, 
Haryana; Shri Ramesh Sharma, Gandhi 
peace Foundation (GpF); Seema Jaykumar, 
Career Counsellor; Ms. Amita Joshi; Dr. I n 
Jha from Delhi university; prof. B B Singh,  
from Ambedkar College; Shri Surendra 
Kumar, Secretary GpF and Shri t n prabhu 
from poornodaya Book trust. Director 
GSDS, Ms. Manimala was also present on 
the occasion.

A special cultural programme focusing 
on unity in Diversity was performed by 
the participants showing the cultural 
diversity and unity which binds the 
country was presented on the occasion. 
Dr. Subba Rao led the presentation with 
his song Bharat Ke Santaan. The 
performance was choreographed by 
Shri Dhirendra Kumar of the national 
Youth project. 

The camp focussed on different aspects of 
personality development through different 
activities, which included: theatre, spinning 
and weaving, shramdaan, diary writing, 
letter writing and report writing.

The local coordination committee included: 
Shivdutt, Rakesh Sharma, Vivek, Rohit, 
pankaj, lalita, Reena and Rachna. Shri 

Deependra Avinash was the coordinator 
of the camp. Report writing workshop was 
undertaken by Shri Saurabh Arya. 

on May 27, 2012, through the medium 
of theatre, the children in a competition 
demonstrated different issues such 
as: Military Dictatorship, Eve Teasing, 
Biodiversity Conservation, Child Labour, 
Education, Dandi Yatra, Student Community 
and Right Values. training in theatre was 
coordinated by Shri Amarjeet Amle, Shri 
Jayprad Desai, Shri Bhushan Ingole and 
Shri Harshal Wadkar from Mumbai. 

(Above): Dr. S N Subba Rao (extreme right), conducting 
group exercise during the Summer Camp.

(Below): Ms. Manimala, Director GSDS participates in the 
Shramdaan in the Gandhi Darshan campus.
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The valedictory programme was held on 
May 31, 2012 and the participants were 
given certificates and gifts by the Director 
of the Samiti. 

 Gandhi Summer Camp for 
Children

A Gandhi Summer Camp for Children 
(Gandhi Grishmakalin Bal Shivir) was 
organised from June 22-29, 2012 in Gandhi 
Darshan.

60 children and youth 
participated in the camp from 
three different organisations 
such as: Delhi Gate Youth 
lite, Shishu panchayat, 
Burari and Gandhi Darshan 
group. The camp was 
coordinated by Shri Mahender, 
Shri Shyamlal, Shri Vijay and 
Ms. Smita Bhan of the GSDS.

The inaugural programme was organised 
on June 23, 2012. Shri Ashok Arora, senior 
advocate inaugurated the nine-day camp.

He also conducted a motivational workshop 
with the participants, in which he dealt 
with issues related to child/personality 
development, communications, anger-
management, time management and peace. 

Mystics – a band formed by the youth from 
Manzil (an nGo working with the children 

(Above and below): Children participate in the cultural item during the valedictory function of the 
Summer Camp. 
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from the lesser segments of the society) – 
performed self-composed songs on peace 
love and education. earlier children from 
the camp performed an invocation. 

Children were divided into different 
groups for these activities. training to the 
participating children was given on the 
following, and each of the activities was 
coordinated by resource persons:

•	 Shramdaan	–	coordinated	by	all	 		
the group coordinators. 

•	 Horticulture	–	Dhanraj,	Ruby	 	 	
and Shri Babu Ram from GSDS 

•	 Charkha	 Spinning	-	Shri	 Mihillal	 and	
Shri Ram prasad from GSDS

•	 Theatre	 –	 Shri	 Yasin	 Khan	 from	 	
Indu Arts Theatre and Film Society 
and Shri Shyamlal, Vounteer GSDS 
Museum

•	 Yoga	–	Shri	Dinesh

•	 Comics/Painting	 and	 Poster-making	
–Shri praveen, Shri Shivdutt and Shri 
Shyamlal

•	 Reading	and	Writing	–	Smt.	Shashwati	
Jhalani, librarian, GSDS

 Champaran girls participate in 
Gandhi Darshan Camp
A camp for girls from the marginalized 
section of the society in Champaran was 
organised from September 23 – october 
3, 2012 in Gandhi Darshan. 110 children 
and their coordinators representing 
Izaad, patna, Bihar and Manav Sevashram, 
narkatiyaganj, West Champaran 
participated in the camp.

In the pix: (from top to bottom): Children being trained in 
various activities that included workshops on self 

reading and self writing, daily prayer, gardening, etc. 
during the Summer Camp. 

During the camp the children participated 
in various activities such as Shramdaan, 
tree plantation, yoga, workshop on comics, 
story-telling.

The children also participated in the musical 
tribute by children on the occasion of 
Gandhi Jayanti on october 2, 2012. Movies 
with social message and movies on children 
were shown to the participating children. 
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Shri Shivdutt conducting a painting and comics workshop for participants from Champaran during the camp.

Participants from Champaran taking part in musical 
training programme (above) and also partake in a 
shramdaan (below).

Gandhi Summer Schools were also 
organised in the following states at different 
places:

•	  Samagra Seva, Jamui Bihar June 27-
July 6, 2012. 50 children of the age-
group of 10-18 took part in the camp.

•	  Gandhi Peace Foundation, West 
Bengal, from June 4-8, 2012. 60 students 
(35 girls and 25 boys) participated in 
the camp

•	  Jawahar Jyoti Bal vikas Kendra, 
Samastipur, Bihar from July 24 to 
August 2, 2012

•	  Muzaffarpur Development Agency, 
Bihar

•	  champaran, Bihar

•	  Paryavaran chetna Kendra, Jharkhand

•	 Gandhi Peace Foundation Thrissur 
centre, Kerala,  organised a “Children’s 
Camp” – as part of the Gandhi Summer 
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Participants of the “Workshop on Writing” with Shri Devisingh 
Shekhawat in Gandhi Smriti.

Camp 2012 on April 20-23, 2012. About 
120 children participated in the camp 
and out of them ten children were 
selected to join Gandhi Summer Camp 
at Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat during 
May 2012.

•	 A Gandhi Summer camp for 
Adolescents (in the age-group of 14-16 
years) as held at Kota Rajasthan from 
April 24-30, 2012.

•	 Shanti Sadhana Ashram, Assam 
organised the Gandhi Summer Camp 
from July 10-17, 2012 in several  
districts of the State. Almost 70 students 
participated in the camp organised with 
an aim to develop youth and children 
towards taking up constructive works 
in the society. 

•	 Bihar – Muzaffarpur vikas Mandal

The Samiti organised a Gandhi Sanskar 
Shivir in Rameshwar 
High School, Binda, 
in collaboration with 
Muzzaffarpur Vikas 
Mandal, Bihar from 
August 6-15, 2012. The 
aims and objectives of the 
shivir were to propagate 
Gandhian values among 
the masses, particularly 
youth and children, 
through a series of socio-
cultural and educational 
activities.

•	 Gandhi Sanskar camp in Mehsi, 
champaran 

The camp was organised from August 4-8, 
2012. The camp saw the participation on 
70 children. During the shivir, children 
and youth alongwith their trainers and 
coordinators learnt to imbibe Gandhian 
values through day-to-day activities like 
prayer, yoga, shramdaan, community 
work, sanitation, vocational training, group 
discussions, etc. 

Writing workshop organised
A workshop on writing – as part of 
the experience sharing initiative of the 
volunteers who coordinated the national 
Gandhi Sanskar Summer Camp for 
adolescents – was organised on June 2, 
2012 in Gandhi Darshan. The workshop 
was attended by 15 participants and was 
coordinated by Shri Deependra.
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As a prelude to the national Bal Mela organized 
by the Samiti in new Delhi, the Samiti in 

association with various organizations celebrated 
the State-level Bal Mela in various states. All the 
children who were selected from the state-level 
Bal Mela, participated in the national Bal Mela. 

The details of the Bal Melas organised in different 
parts of the country are as under:

allahabad 
•	 Gramin	 Vikas	 Evam	 Shiksha	 Sanstha,	
Ghazipur (Allahabad), Uttar Pradesh (October 
26-27, 2012).

The programme saw the participation of children 
and youth. Skits, songs, play were the major 
highlight of the programme involving students 
creatively in meaningful activities. 127 children 
and 26 parents participated in the Mela. 

(From L to R) A glimpse of the participating children at the 
National Bal Mela in Gandhi Darshan.
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Also a Children’s Festival was organized 
from october 29-30, 2012 at Rajarshi 
tandon Seva Kendra, Bank Road, 
Allahabad. About 161 participants 
(74 boys and 87 girls) along with 23 
techers and their guardians took 
part in the festival. The children were 
taught Gandhian values through stories, 
music, dance, handicrafts and other 
cultural and educational activities. Many 
distinguished personalities of the region 
attended the Children’s Festival and taught 
children about Mahatma Gandhi’s life and 
philosophy. 

Block Shankargarh, District 
allahabad
•	 Jan Pahal Sewa Sansthan, 
Uttar Pradesh

The Samiti in association with Jan pahal 
Sewa Sansthan, Block Shankargarh, District 
Allahabad, uttar pradesh organized the 
Bal Mela from october 22-23, 2012. It 
was held in Jorwat primary School in the 
Shankargarh block. About 170 children in 
the age-group of 6-14 years participated 
in various educational and cultural 
programmes.

(Above and Below): Children participating in the State-level Bal Mela in Rajasthan and Ghazipur (UP).
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arunachal Pradesh
•	 National youth Project

The Samiti in association with national 
Youth project, Arunachal pradesh, 
organised the state-level Bal Mela in several 
districts of the State. Shri  H p Biswas 
of the nYp coordinated the programmes 
under the guidance of senior Gandhian 
Dr. S n Subba Rao, who conducted several 
motivational workshops for the children 
participating in the programme. 

These childen, later participated in the 
national level Bal Mela oranised by the 
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, new 
Delhi during november 2012. 

Dr. S N Subba Rao, conducting the State-level 
Bal Mela in Arunachal Pradesh.
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•	 Kota, Rajasthan 
Utkarsh Sansthan

A Bal Mela was organized on Gandhi Jayanti 
in which children were taught Gandhian 
values through puppet shows, tableaus, 
collage competition, slogan writing, and 
waste management.

Children were given prizes and seniors 
were given mementos to honour them for 
their talent and work. 

The other states where the Samiti organized 
the Bal Mela were:

•	 Gandhi	Smarak	Nidhi,	Pattikalyana,	
Haryana

•	 Disha	Samajik	Sansthan, 
Uttar Pradesh

•	 Vasavya	Society	 for	Rural	
Development, Andhra Pradesh 

•	 Srijan,	 Jaipur

•	 Uttar	Pradesh	–	Arvind	Singh

•	 Shanti	Sadbhavna	Samiti,	 -	Saha	
Chintan Shivir – Bhagalpur, Bihar

•	 Samagra	Vikas	Sevashram	–	
Sahaswan, District Badayun, Pradesh

•	 Banwasi	Sewa	Ashram	–	Sonebhadra,	
Uttar Pradesh

•	 Paryavaran	Chetna	Kendra,	 	 	
Jharkhand

•	 All	 India	Hope	Line	Welfare	 	 	
charitable youth Society, Jharkhand

•	 Masoom,	Disability	Resource	 	 	
centre, Dwarka, New Delhi

•	 Institute	of	Social	Studies	Trust,	 		
Kalyanpuri, New Delhi

A view of the children engaged in different activities as part of the workshops during the Bal Mela in Jaipur.
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•	 Disha	Samajik	Sansthan,	Hamirpur, 
Uttar Pradesh – Programme in 
Allahabad

•	 Jaipur,	Rajasthan	Jan	Kala	Sahitya	
Manch Sanstha, Jaipur

Jan Kala Sahitya Manch Sanstha organised 
the Bal Mela on the occasion of Gandhi 
Jayanti (october 2nd) in different areas 
such as the community centre, Sector 8, 
mansarovar, jaipur; Centre for Development 
and Communication, Mohanpur, prithvi, 
Rainwal and Village Jalauta, Chaunau Road, 
Jaipur. 

Various creative activities for children 
were organized during the bal Mela. More 
than 2300 children participated in the 
programme. 

•	 community centre, Mansarovar, 
Jaipur – Folk dance, play, photo and 
painting exhibition, Gandhi chaupal, 
peace rally were the main attraction of 
the programme. 1560 students participated 
in the celebrations. 

The distinguished guests included Justice 
n n Bhargav, former Chief Justice, Sikkim 
High Court, Shri natwar nal, former I p S 
officer, Dr. Vidya Sagar, former artist and 
secretary of Jankala Sahitya Manch Sanstha 
and others. 

•	Village	 Jahota,	 Jaipur,	Rajasthan
The programme included Gandhiji’s favou-
rite songs, hymns, essay writing, painting  
competition, group discussion, awareness 
rally were the main attraction of the pro-
gramme. Around 480 children participated 
in the programme. Shri Hanumant Sa-

hai Sharma, principal Government Sr. Sec 
School, Jahota was the chief guest. 

•	 Centre	 for	 Development	 and	
communication, village Mohanpur – 
prithvi – Rainwal Sadbhawna rally, Gandhi 
Chaupal, essay Writing, painting exhibition, 
singing of Gandhiji’s gavourite hymn were 
the major programmes organized by this 
centre. Around 315 students participated 
in the programme. Shri Kanharam 
Chaudhury, a community leader was the 
chief guest. 

(Above & below) Children celebrating the Bal Mela in 
Village Jahota, Japiur, Rajasthan
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National Bal mela 2012
Children celebrate the National 
Bal Mela with fervor and gaiety

Meanwhle, over 750 children from 15 
states participated in the national Bal Mela 
organised by the Samiti from november 5-8, 
2012. Coming from different circumstances, 
language, regions and culture, the Bal Mela 
aimed towards bringing together children 
in a common platform to display their 
creativity through sports and games, music 
and cultural programmes. Coordinated by 
resource persons from Spandan parivar 
Cinema Movement in Mumbai, children 
also participated in theatre and skits on 
various social issues. Shri Amarjeet and his 
colleagues from SpCM trained the children. 

The Bal Mela was inaugurated by Smt tara 
Gandhi Bhattacharjee, Vice-Chairperson, 
GSDS. Director GSDS Ms. Manimala also 
joined the inaugural ceremony. Children 
during the inaugural ceremony presented 

a glimpse of various activities of the four-
day programme. Shri Gul Mohammad Gani 
from Kashmir who was present on the 
occasion also shared his experiences of 
working with the children. A march past 
by children was another highlight of the 
programme. 

emphasizing on the need to bring children 
from different communities and different 
cultural setups under a common platform, 
Ms. Manimala said that such an effort is 
needed as children of Kashmir or children 
from narmada Valley must understand 
that how people in different places live and 
under which circumstances. 

The chief guest at the concluding day of 
the Bal Mela was Smt. Krishna tirath, 
union Minister of Women Welfare and 
Child Development, Governmentof India. 
performances by children with special 
abilities and music and dance were the 
special highlight of the programme. 

Speaking to the children, Smt. Krishna 
tirath expressed her happiness to the 
Samiti for organising the Bal Mela and 
congratulated the children for keeping the 
spirit of unity in diversity alive through 
such mediums of communication. She also 
spoke about the various policies of her 
department aimed at the welfare of women 
empowerment and the overall development 
of children. She assured the children that 
their ministry in principle and practice 
is working towards the protection of the 
rights and welfare of women and children. 

The prize distribution ceremony was 
organised on november 9 in Gandhi 

A grand cultural programme to showcase the talent of 
children was organized in Gandhi Darshan as part of the 
Bal Mela celebrations in which children from 15 states 
participated. Shri Amarjeet from Spandan Parivar Ltd, 
Mumbai, conducting the programme. 
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Darshan. Ms. Manimala was present at 
the programme. 

earlier Bal Mela was organised at several 
states as a prelude to the national Bal Mela. 
The participating children represented –
Kashmir, Assam, Manipur, uttar pradesh 
(Allahabad, Sonebhadra), Haryana, 
the punjab Andhra pradesh, Arunachal 
pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, orissa, 
Maharashtra, Madhya pradesh (narmada 
Valley), Rajasthan, Chattisgarh, Karnataka, 
West Bengal and new Delhi.

The programme also saw the release of 
the book The Man as We Know Him by 
Ms. Amisha. The release was done by Smt. 
Krishna tirath. 

Participants came from
Kashmir, Assam, Manipur, uttar pradesh 
(Allahabad, Sonebhadra), Haryana, the 
punjab Andhra pradesh, Arunachal 
pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, orissa, Mah 
rashtra, Madhya pradesh (narmada 
Valley), Rajasthan, Chattisgarh, Karnataka, 
West Bengal and new Delhi participated 
in the national Bal Mela.

Children’s Camp on “Gandhian 
Way of Life”

(for details, see programmes in the north 
east)...

In the pix: Children participate in different activities such as sports and games, painting, etc during the 
National Bal Mela.
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Youth symbolizes dynamic human resource and, therefore, they 
have enormous contribution in nation-building. As Mahatma 

Gandhi, Swami Vivekananda and pt. Jawaharlal nehru visualized, 
new opportunities are to be offered to youth who could discover 
themselves, their potentialities which in turn would lead to the dawn 
of a new era in any society.

Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, realizing the importance of 
involving the youth in such programmes through which they will be 
encouraged to get attracted to the highly creative and revolutionary 
ideas of Mahatma Gandhi, has been taking initiatives in different 
parts of India.

Through these Youth Camps an attempt is being made by the 
Samiti to instill in youth the basics of Gandhian ideals, his 
thought on social and community development and above all, 

(From L to R): A glimpse of the activities conducted for the Youth 
participants from different states as part of the various Yuva Samaj 
Sadhana Shivirs organized by the Samiti. 



110  •  AnnuAl RepoRt 2012-2013

his doctrine of peace and non-violence 
as the most potent alternative for world 
and humankind’s survival. It is expected 
that this initiative will enable the youth 
to become watchdog to keep an eye 
on societal changes; a barometer for 
measuring the social nerves and take 
initiatives both-preventive peace action and 
conflict management in the event of any 
conflagration.

Objectives of these Youth Camps

•	 Foster	youth	 initiatives	 in	villages

•	 Popularising	Gandhian	 ideals	 and	 thou-
ghts among common people particularly 
the youth, involving them in leadership 
development programme

•	 Awareness	 campaigns	 on	 various	
important national and international 
issues

•	 Undertaking	 socio-economic	 activities	
for community as well as national 
development

•	 Capacity	 building	 of	 youth	 through	
relevant skill development trainings

•	 Encouraging	 voluntary	 youth	 participa-
tion in the creation of durable community 
assets

•	 Promoting	 the	 ethos	 of	 peace	 and	
communal harmony

•	 Encouraging	 and	 involving	 the	 village	
elders, panchayat representatives and 
religious leaders in village development 
planning and 

•	 Maintaining	 peace	 during	 normal	
situation. 

Concept of the Youth Camps

Objectives

Camp life is an art of living. It gives one an 
opportunity to live in a group, to understand 
each other. Camps organized by Gandhi 
Smriti and Darshan Samiti are an endeavour 
to understand the ideas and principles as 
envisaged by Mahatma Gandhi. Through 
these camps, the young generation is 
made aware of Gandhiji’s principles and 
ideology

The camps further help in the development 
of analytical thinking and capacity of 
the participants through exhaustive 
training. The camps further lead to the 
development of trust, and a strong bond 
between participants. Also a lot of other 
things are learnt in these camps such as: 
each other’s language, culture, traditions, 
etc. Yoga, prayer, self-learning, writing 
workshops, sports, shramdaan, cleanliness 
drive form part of the major activities of 
the camp. 

Why these camps?

Though the recent development in 
science and technology has shown new 
dreams to the youth, but at the same 
time, umemployment, price rise and 
social inequalities has dejected and 
depressed them. today the youth is at 
crossroads.

For this reason, the Samitie organized 
youth camps to create a team of 
determinded youth. From April 2012 to 
March 2013, the GSDS have involved 
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around 4000 youth from each and every 
state of India to help in fulfilling the 
dream of Gram Swaraj as envisaged by 
Gandhiji. The objective of these camps is 
that each trainee could become a good, 
caring, sensible and empowered citizen, 
who can voluntarily devote their life to the 
welfare of the society.

Many other trainees have been working 
as committed social activists. Many of 
them committed themselves to voluntarily 
dedicate a part of their life for social 
work at the end of the camp. They 
would try to build strong bridges of 
understanding and brotherhood between 
individuals and society and stand in 
support of the Antim Jan (the last person) 
of Bapu.

Activities during the Camp

•	 Making	of	Groups

The participants were divided into small 
groups so that the participants would 
be able to know each other well, and 
know and respect their cultures, life styles 
and society of each other. It was kept in 
view that each and every group had 
participated from all the social class and 
religion so that they are able to understand 
the hindrances in their development of 
society. Special effort was taken in these 
camps to ensure that the participants 
from all class, religion, language, state 
etc. in a particular group, so that they 
can understand each others’ language 
and cultures. every group selects its 
own leader. Various commitees were 

formed for the smooth functioning of the 
camp.

•	 Group	Leader

The participants of the camp are divided 
into small groups. each group selects its 
own group leaders. This activity helps 
them to develop leadership qualities and 
at the same time teach them to maintain 
discipline. Also it enables them to take 
decision in a democratic way. 

•	 Day	Leader	

A day leader is unanimously selected 
each and every day, to enable a smooth 
functioning of the camp on day-to-day 
basis. This also enables the participants 
to take decisions in a democratic way 
and also inculcate the ability to work in 
a group.

Imporatant Activities of the camp

i. essential Daily Routine for everybody:

a. Getting Up: There is a fixed time for 
getting up from bed for everybody. 
The rising time in the national Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir, Yuva Samaj Sadhana 
Shivir and Kasturba Balika Sanskar 
Shivir was 5.00 am. All these camps 
were organized at Gandhi Darshan, 
new Delhi. Though the arising time 
was decided upon by the participants, 
as well as the coordinators. usually, 
the arising time is set up before the 
sunrise. There is a special arising 
committee comprising of 4-5 coordinators 
and resource persons who ensure that 
each and every participant gets up at 
their stipulated time. This committee 
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would sing a song to get up in the 
morning. 

b. Rally Post: This is a kind of attendance of 
the participants according to the group 
or state. In this activity the participants 
inform the other campers about their 
health and that they are ready to performt 
their duties. If any participants is not 
well or facing any problems, all 
efforts are made to provide the medi-
cal facilities or redress other problems 
faced by them. If any participant does 
not come for the rally post due to his 
laziness or for any other reason, they 
are punished. 

c. Prayer: This activity is for the men-
tal peace. We start the day with prayer 
from our heart and pray for the 
betterment of the world. We wish that 
harmony and teaching brotherhood is 
maintained in the society and we become 
their promoter. 

d. Manual Labour: Gandhiji has said, 
“Manual labour is the best form of 
social service”. physical labour is 
included in the eleven Vows designed 
by Mahatma Gandhi. The participans 
are acquainted with Gandhiji’s view 
point on manual labour, particularly 
sanitation which the campers would be 
required to do for themselves. today’s 
youth should have respect for manu-
al labour. They should themselves do 
such work and also respect others doing 
their work.

e. Yoga: Through Yoga, both body and 
heart are affected and become healthy. 
If we are not healthy, the nation cannot 
become healthy. All the participants, be 

it campers, coordinators or resource per-
sons are expected to participate in this 
daily routine. 

f. Flag Hoisting: This is one of the impor-
tant activities of the camp. participants 
are also taught to tie or unfurl the flag. 
Shri S n Subba Raoand Shri narendra 
Bhai taught the participants of national 
Camp about the various processes in-
volved in flag hoisting. A special guest 
was invited every day at the flag hoist-
ing ceremony. They also addressed the 
participants. 

g. Theatre: The participants in the national 
Camp represented 18 states of India. 
They spoke different languages. Initially 
it was difficult to communicate with 
each other. Theater was selected as a 
medium of communication. We identi-
fied a team of theatre artist from the 
group “Spandan” in Mumbai to guide 
the youth in learning the various 
aspects of theater such as script/song 
writing, dialogue, execution, acting, 
light and sound enabling street plays, 
etc. so that they can prepare short 
plays on the local problems and help 
in changing the society. They staged a 
play, “Mahatma express”. It is learnt 
that these campers have made their 
own theatre team at their respective 
places and staged shows on social 
issues. 

h. Spinning: Gandhiji used to say that “I 
can live without food but not without 
charkha. When I spin on the spinning 
wheel, it reminds me of the poor”. We 
had invited a team of five lady trainers 
from Assam who taught the participants 
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the process of making cloth from cotton. 
The campers who are responsible citizens 
and policy-makers of future should also 
know that this is the second largest pro-
vider of employer after agricultural sec-
tor. It is our wish that after completion 
of their training these campers may set 
up at least one ‘Charkha-Kargha’ cetnre 
in their respective areas. They should 
also prepare, wear and gift some of the 
cloth to others. This would symbolize the 
importance of meditation and respect for 
manual labour. 

i. Self Reading: It was an essential activity 
of the camp. Self-reading for an hour in 
a group everyday during the camp was 
necessary for every camper. Many books 
were given to the participants in the na-
tional Gandhi Sanskar Shivir. participants 
had to read a few papers from the Auto-
biography of Mahatma Gandhi. They had 
to understand these prayers as if they are 

not able to understand something they 
woild ask their coordinators or resource 
persons. 

j. Report Writing: every trainee should de-
velop the technique of report writing so 
that they can become a good commu-
nicator with the passage of time. efforts 
were taken in the camps to acquaint 
the trainees in various aspects of report 
writing. every camper was encouraged 
to write a report on the camps they had 
participated. 

k. Writing Skills: Writing is a forceful me-
dium to express views on a particu-
lar subject. Resource persons acquainted 
the participants to the various aspects 
of writing skills. Following aspects of 
this medium were taken care of during 
the camp. 

l. Diary writing: A diary is a mirror of one’s 
heart and work and this helps one to have 

Subject Resource Person Name of these camps

India of Gandhiji’s Dreams and Youth padmashri S p Verma Yuva Samvad Shivir

Sexual Inequalities and insensitive society Dr lubna Khan Yuva Samvad Shivir

Concept of holistic development Sh Arvind Anjum Yuva Samvad Shivir

Youth role in Democratic processes Shri Ch A priyadarshi Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir

Right to information: new Weapon of non-
violent revolution

Shri G V S prasad Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir

Role of Youth in fighting female infanticide Shri Faisal Khan Yuva Samvad Shivir and Yuva 
Samaj Sadhana Shivir

environment protection and Youth Shri Aditya patnaik Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir

learning Simple Hindi Dr. Rajiv Ranjan Giri Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir

learning Simple english Ms. Amisha Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir

nature Cure Dr. Manju Aggarwal Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir
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his/her introspection. participants were 
taught to write diary before going to bed. 

m. Letter writing: In this high-tech age letter 
writing has lost its sheen. Campers would 
be acquainted with letters of various lead-
ers and important people and their great 
archival value so that the art of letter 
writing is revived. “letters from Father to 
Daughter”, the book written by the first 
prime Minister of India, Shri Jawaharlal 
nehru was distributed away the partici-
pants to study. 

n. Discussion Session: everyday resource 
persons were invited to give a talk on a 
selective issue in these camps. 

o. Group Sports: Group sports were organ-
sied every day in the camps after a day 
of strenuous work. every body – the 
participants, coordinators and resource 
persons participated in games together. 
Dr. S n Subba Rao and Shri narendra 
Bhai also participated in the sports for 
two days. Dr. Subba Rao coordinated 
different group activities. 

p. Film and Discussions: A film show and 
discussion on the film used to be the last 
activity before going to bed during the 
camp. 

q. Lights off: participants were expected to 
go to bed at a fixed time. 10.45 p.m was 
the time fixed in the national Gandhi 
Sanskar Shivir. It was the duty of the 
coordinators to see that whether the 
participants have gone to bed at the right 
time or not.

Activities according to one’s 
own interest

During the camps, special care was taken to 

ensure that flexibility is maintained within 
the groups and amongst induviduals. 
Therefore, each youth was given a freedom 
to choose their area of interest in which 
they desired to be imparted training during 
the camp. 

a) Computer: Graphic designing were taught 
to enable them to make posters, etc.

b) Weaving: All of us wear clothes, but 
most of us are not aware of the 
technicalities involved in weaving of 
the cloth. A team of six lady trainers 
from Assam taught the participants as to 
how cloth is made from cotton. The 
campers who are responsible citizens 
and policy-makers of future should also 
know that this is the second largest 
provider of employment after 
agricultural sector. 

c) Singing: Dr. Sita Bimbra and Ms Seema 
taught the participants the art of singing. 
Various compositions and songs with 
social messages were taught to the par-
ticipating children. 

d) Language learning: It was necessary for 
the participants to learn at least 10 words 
of a language other than of their own. 
They had to speak at least two sentences 
of any other language on the last day of 
the camp. 

e) Study Kit: participants were given kit 
during the camp. This includes a note 
pad, pen; books such as Hind Swaraj, 
India of My Dreams, My experiments 
with truth (Autobiography of Gandhiji), 
Antim Jan, etc. However, care was taken 
that the language of the books given to 
the participants is known to him/her so 
that he/she can read them easily. 
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Sl 
No

Name of the Camp Place Year 2012
Date

Participants’ 
Details

Thrust Area Co-organisers

Training and Awareness 
Camp

Nandurbar, 
Maharashtra

April 15-30 100 --Nature & Gandhi
--Disaster 
Management
--Self Rule and 
Village Swaraj 

Narmada Nav 
Nirman Abhiyan

Youth Leadership and 
Self Reliance

Arunachal 
Pradesh
Itanagar

May 6-10 152 How to end 
superstitions

National Youth 
Project, Arunachal 
Pradesh

Spinning and Weaving 
training camps for Tana 
Bhagats

Gandhi 
Darshan

May 20-31 20 Spinning and 
weaving

Smt Sunita Kumari 
Gupta, Coordinator

Spinning and Weaving 
Training camp for 
self-employment of 
physically handicapped

Gandhi 
Darshan

May 20-31 20 Spinning and 
weavind

Shri Arvind Kumar 
(coordinator), GSDS

Creative Arts Camp East 
Singhbhum, 
Jharkhand

May 25-31 78 -- Tailoring
--Youth and 
unemployment
-- Know local art 
and craft
-- Self Rule and 
tribal society

Paryavaran Chetna 
Kendra, Jhakhand 

Camp for developing 
writing skills

Gandhi 
Darshan

June 1-2 15 Develop writing 
skills

Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti

Paryavaran aur Uske 
Geet

Tehri, Garwal, 
Uttarakhand

June 21-
29

35 Making songs 
on nature & 
environment by 
youth

Uttarakhand 
Sarvodaya Mandal, 
(Shri Saheb Singh 
Sajwar, Coordinator, 
GSDS)

Yuva Samvad Shivir Ganderbal, 
Jammu and 
Kashmir

June 7-11 80 -- Building of 
India of Gandhiji’s 
dreams
-- Concept of Value-
based education
--Inequality of sexes 
and sensitized 
society
-- Concept of 
holistic development
--Youth participation 
in democratic 
process

Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti
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Yuva Samaj Sadhana 
Shivir

Gandhi 
Darshan

July 6-16 40 --Graphics 
designing
--Simple English
-- How to write 
simple Hindi
-- How to arrange 
book stall, and its 
management
-- Coordinate 
management of 
library and its types
--Spinning and 
weaving
-- Self-study
-- communal 
harmony and youth
-- virtues of social 
activities and his 
daily routine

Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti 

Yuva Samaj Sadhana 
Shivir

Karnal, 
Haryana

July 16-19 8 -- Equality of sexes 
and dowry
--changing face 
villages and youth
-- youth leadership 
and its development
-- RTI, RTE and 
discussions on 
youth

Coordinator – 
-- Shri Vishwaath 
Mathur
-- Shri Pankaj 
Chikara
--Shri Ravindra 
Guliya

Yuva Samaj Sadhana 
Kendra

Patna Bihar August 16-
20

75 Inculcate moral 
values on youth 
through value-
based camps

Kamal Shakti Sewa 
Foundation

Education, Health and 
Character Building

Narkatiaganj, 
Bihar

August 22-
26

80 Character-building 
through right 
education and 
proper health

Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti

Activists trainers training 
shivir

Bettiah, Bihar August 25-
27

56 Samagra Shikshan 
Evam Vikas 
Sansthan

Uttar Poorva Kshetriya 
Yuva Shivir

Guwahati 
Assam

August 
9-12

125 Inculcate moral 
values in students

Asha Darshan

Gandhi Prerna Shivir Mehesi, Bihar August 24-
26

70 Inculcate moral 
values in students

Samajik Vikas evam 
Shodh Sansthan
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Kasturba Balika Vikas 
Shivir

Gandhi 
Darshan

September 
23 to 
October 2

100 -- Music and its 
presentation
-- Graphics, 
cartoon and comics 
workshop, etc

Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti

Yuva Samaj Sadhana 
Shivir

Allahabad, 
Uttar Pradesh

August 
30 to 
September 
2

110 Workshop on 
communal harmony

Khudai Khidmatgar

Bal Vikas Shivir Dhemaji, 
Assam

September 
1-3

60 Developing 
capacities of 
children through 
constructive 
programmes

Asha Darshan

Youth Camp for 
Communal Harmony

Manipur November 
28-30

80 Fostering communal 
harmony and 
Gandhian principles

Asha Darshan

Youth Leadership 
Development Camp 
(Youth Sadbhavna 
Netratva Vikas Shivir)

Ayodhya
Uttar Pradesh

December 
23-25

140 -- Communal 
Harmony, Nation 
building and youth
-- Challenges of 
communal harmony
-- Social Awareness 
and harmonious 
society
-- citizens rights and 
our duties

Khudai Khidmatgar

Youth Leadership 
Development Camp 
(Youth Sadbhavna 
Netratva Vikas Shivir)

Muzaffarpur, 
Uttar Pradesh

December 
15-17

125 -- Discussions 
on increasing 
honour killings in 
society and youth 
challenges of 
communal harmony 
-- How to implement 
RTI, RTE and 
MNREGA
-- Our society 
and environment 
protection

Khudai Khidmatgar
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1.  Youth participants from different states take part in the flag 
hoisting and pledge taking ceremony in Gandhi Darshan. 

2. Youth participants visit National Gandhi Museum (NGM) 
where they are briefed about Gandhi’s life by the Librarian. 

3. Shri Ansar Ali, Curator, NGM explains the youth 
participants about the exhibition at the Museum.

4. Ms. Indu Bala of the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi conducting the 
training workshop on Charkha Spinning for the participants.

1

3 4

2
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Yuva Samaj Sadhana Camp
A Yuva Samaj Sadhana Camp was 
organised in Gandhi Darshan from July 
6-16, 2012. 40 participants from different 
parts of the country took part in the camp. 
During the camp, training was imparted 
in music, charkha spinning, kargha 
spinning, naturopathy. Group discussions 
were conducted for the participants. The 
participants also visited the exhibition at 
Gandhi Darshan and Gandhi Smriti as part 
of their training programme. Shramdaan, 
Yoga, english speaking course were other 
features of the camp.

Yuva Samaj Sadhna Camp in  
haryana
The Samiti organised a state-level Yuva 
Samaj Sadhana at Guru teg Bahadur 
College, tarori, Karnal, Haryana from July 
16-19, 2012 in which 80 students from 
different prestigious institutions like St. 
Stephens College, Delhi, Khalsa College, 
Delhi, IIt Kanpur participated. The camp 

(L & R) Shri Deependra conducts a workshop with the youth participant at the Yuva Samaj Sadhna 
Camp in Haryana.

Youth participants at a rally on raising awareness on 
sanitation and cleanliness.

was organised by Vishwanath, a student 
from St. Stephens College who had earlier 
participated in the camp organised by the 
Samiti in Kashmir.

Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala also par-
ticipated in the programme and interacted 
with the participants on several issues such 
as dowry system, gender bias, youth leader-
ship and development of youth power for 
constructive programmes.
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Students’ everest expedition 
flagged off from Gandhi Smriti

A first ever Students’ everest expedition 
was flagged off by Smt tara Gandhi 
Bhattacharjee, Vice-Chairperson GSDS 
from Gandhi Smriti on March 30, 2013. 
Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala was also 
present at the flag off ceremony and 
greeted the students on the occasion. 
Smt. Geeta Shukla, Research officer, 
GSDS, Dr. Sita ojha, Academic Associate, 
GSDS were also present on the occasion. 
The ceremony was attended by teachers, 
parents and friends of the students going 
on the expedition.

Sachi Soni (19-year-old) a student of 
Indraprastha College for Women who is 
part of the first ever students’ expedition 
to Mt. everest, is the youngest of all 
the selected students. Sachi, who is 
excited about this expedition says, “It is 

a dream come true. I still cannot believe 
that I am part of this group. It would 
indeed be a memorable journey for 
us to the everest where we will hoist 
the Indian tri-colour with pride and 
enthusiasm”. 

Most of the students (7 boys and 2 girls) 
who were going to the everest are in the 
age-group of 14-19 years and represent 
Indraprastha College, new Delhi and 
lawrence School, Sanawar, H.p. taking 
the tricolour, khadi thread garland 
and Gandhian message of truth and 
non-violence and harmony, the group 
started their odyssey on April 6, 2013 
led by Col. neeraj Rana, a veteran 
mountaineer. 

Other programmes for youth in other 
states: 

• keRaLa

empowerment of Youth in the 
Gandhian Path

A national seminar on empowerment of 
Youth in the Gandhian path in collaboration 
with Chair for Gandhian Studies and 
Research, university of Calicut in Calicut 
was organized on April 17-18, 2012. 
Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala participated 
in the programme.

• aRUNaChaL PRaDeSh

Youth leadership camp for 
creation of self employment

(See section: programmes in the north 
east)

Smt. Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee hands over the Indian 
Tricolour to Sachi Soni of I P College for Women to flag 
off the expedition to Mt. Everest. Director GSDS, Ms. 
Manimala joins the ceremony. 
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• maNiPUR

Two-day state level Youth 
Convention

(See section: programmes in the north 
east)

• JhaRkhaND

anti Tobacco Campaign initiated

programme on Anti tobacco Campaign in 
collaboration with Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar 
Shiksha Sansthan at Dhanbad, Jharkhand. 
The programme was organized on April 
14, 2012.

• BihaR

Youth volunteerism Capacity- 
Building Workshop
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 
(GSDS) in association with Dr. Bhimrao 
Ambedkar Shiksha Sansthan organised 
a Youth Volunteerism Capacity-Building 
Workshop in Dhanbad from July 15-17, 
2012. Shri Vedabhyas Kundu, programme 
officer, GSDS conducted the workshop. 
Shri Ganesh, volunteer with the Samiti 
helped in coordinating workshops in ‘team-
building and youth self-awareness. over 
100 students participated in the three-day 
programme. 

Shri parameshwar paswan, Chairperson of 
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar Shiksha Sansthan 
was present on the occasion. During the 
programme, discussions were held on 
different issues of social concern and an 
effort was made towards creating an 
atmosphere of brotherhood and unity 
amongst the youth, so that they could 
constructively contribute towards the 
development of the community. 

 Yuva Sanskar Parshikshan Shivir
A Yuva Sanskar Parshikshan Shivir was 
organised in Mehsi, east Champaran 
from August 24-26, 2012 that saw the 
participation of almost 70 participants.

 karyakarta Prashikshak 
Parshikshan Shivir
A Karyakarta Prashikshak Parshikshan 
Shivir (trainers’ training Camp) was 

Tobacco Kills: A rally against use of tobacco in 
Jharkhand in progress. 

• mahaRaShTRa

Training and awareness 
Workshop for adivasi Youth
A training and Awareness Workshop  
for Adivasi youth was organized from  
April 15-30, 2012 in collaboration with 
narmada nav nirman Abhiyan at 
nandurbar, Maharashtra.
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organised in association with Samagra 
Shiksham evam Vikas Sansthan, Bettiah 
from August 25-27, 2012. Almost 100 
people took part in the training programme.

 Role of Youth in Nation Building

A youth camp on Role of Youth in 
Nation Building was organized in patna 
in collaboration with Kamal Seva Shakti 
Foundation from August 16-20, 2012. 
Youth from different parts of the country 
participated in the five-day training 
camp where they learnt various things 
related to their responsibility towards the 
state and the society, both as individuals 
and groups.

They were also taught to raise their voice 
and also act against the rampant evils in 
the society through their efforts against all 
odds. The youth participants vowed to fight 
casteism, dowry system and also pledged to 
create better health and hygienic conditions 
in their villages.

 Shiksha Sanskar Swasthya aur 
Charitra Nirman Shivir
A Shiksha Sanskar Swasthya aur Charitra 
Nirman Shivir was organised from August 
22-26, 2012 in narkatiaganj Bihar. The 
programme was organised in association 
with Vishwa Manav Seva Ashram, 
narkatiaganj. 50 Women from the Maha 
Dalit Community participated in the 
training programme.

Ms. Manimala, talking to the children at the 
Shiksha Sanskar Swasthya aur Charitra Nirman 
Shivir in Narkatiaganj, Bihar. 

Shri Deependra, speaking to the youth participants during 
the workshop.

Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala was present 
at the programme. Shri Shatrudhan Jha 
Founder Director of the organisation 
expressed his happiness over the 
participation of the women for the first 
time in the Gandhi Jayanti programme in 
Gandhi Smriti on october 2, 2012.

 Youth Camp in assam
(See section: programmes in the north 
east)



AnnuAl RepoRt 2012-2013  •  123  

Yuva Sadhbhavna Leadership 
Training Camps in association 
with khudai khidmatgar

•	 Yuva Sadhbhavba Shivir in Mumbai

Several Yuva Sadbhavna leadership 
training Camps were organised by 
the Samiti in association with Khudai 
Khidmatgar. The details are as under:

The first camp was 
organised from December 
9-11, 2012 in Malad, 
Mumbai, Maharashtra. Shri 
Faisal Khan coordinated 
the camp on behalf of the 
Samiti. Director GSDS, Ms. 
Manimala participated at the 
camp and interacted with 
the youth on issues related 
to violence against women, 
communal harmony and 

other social issues. Almost 65 participants 
took part in the three-day youth camp.

The inaugural session was addressed 
by noted Gandhian, Vijay Deshpandey 
and social activist Khalil Deshmukh. 
Discussions were held on: 

1. Protection o environment and role of youth

2. Role of youth in developing society

3. Challenges and issues of corruption and 

4. Communal harmony. 

Sharamdaan, cultural programmes formed 
part of the activities of the youth camp. 

•	 Yuva Sadhbhavba Shivir in 
Muzaffarnagar

The second camp was organised in 
Muzaffarnagar from December 15-17, 2012 
at the Arya Samaj Bhavan. During the 
interaction with the youth, they were asked 
to understand their role in democracy 
and do their duties towards the society 
and nation. today when the nation is 
being divided in the name of caste and 
religion, the youth have to come forward 

Participants presenting a song of communal 
harmony during the Yuva Sadhbhavba Shivir 
in Malad Mumbai organized by the Samiti in 
association with Khudai Khidmatgar.

Participants at the conference on Communal 
Harmony in Bhagalpur.
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to maintain the nation’s unity and integrity. 
It is the social responsibility of every 
citizen and particularly the youth to weed 
out corruption from the society and the 
country. It is felt that through 
these youth camps the youth 
come together, share their 
viewpoints, experiences, and also 
work towards nation building. 
The participants also stressed that 
providing good value education 
is important for youth to develop 
their qualities and contribute to 
society and nation. 

•	 Yuva Sadhbhavba Shivir in Ayodhya

The third camp was organised in Ayodhya 
from December 23-25, 2012. Around 
80 youth from all over the country 
participated in the training camp. training 
was imparted by intellectuals from all 
walks of life. It was felt the youth are 
the strength behind all the movements 

leading to historic changes. They need 
to come together, realize the problems 
facing the country and find peaceful 
Gandhian solutions for them. The 
inaugural session was addressed by 
prof. Deen Dayal upadhyaya, Shri 
lal Kishan, Mohd Anas, Shri Mahipal 
Saraswath and Shri Deepak Sharma.

The others who spoke at the camp included 
women activist Kamar Jahan; social 
activist and advocate Shri Krishna Kumar 
nayak; Mohd Azmat; Mohd Faizan, 
Hafeez Qidwai, Smriti Behan, Faisal Khan, 
Vishal Sharma, Ishtayak and noorjahan 
Behan. The participants also took part 
in a rally in the streets of Ayodhya, for 
five kilometers and a shramdaan was 
organized in the coast of the Saryu River. 

Participants at the Yuva Sadhbhavba Shivir in 
Muzaffarnagar. The camp was organized on issues of 
communal harmony.

Participants at a rally during the camp on 
‘Communal Harmony’ in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh. 

•	 Yuva Sadhbhavba Shivir in Udaipur

The fourth camp on communal harmony 
with the youth was organised in udaipur, 
Rajasthan from December 28-30, 2012. 
The camp was organized at Astha 
training Centre, Baidla, udaipur. Almost 
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80 participants attended the programme. 
participants from Bikaner, Gujarat, 
Bhilwara, Delhi and uttar pradesh also 
participated. Amongst those who attended 
the programme included Advocate Arun 
Vyas, prof. Balweer Singh, Dr. Rajath Bhat 
nagar, Social Acticists, Faisal Khan, Dr. D 
S Meghawar, Mushtaq Chand Chand and 
Ashwini paliwal. 

Discussions were held on:

 1. Role of Youth in protection of 
honour killing

 2. Challenges towards stabilizing 
communal harmony

 3. Implementing the RTI, RTE and 
MNREGA and 

 4. Environmental protection. 

Shramdaan and cultural activities were 
other highlights of the programme. 

WeST BeNGaL

Adolescent camp organized

A five-day Srijani (Creativity) Adolescent 
Camp was organised by the Gandhi Smriti 
and Darshan Samiti in association with 
West Bengal Gandhi peace Foundation at 
Kasturba Bhavan, Sarvodaya park, Duilya, 
Howrah from December 27-31, 2012 with 
an aim to motivate the next generation to 
work for a new society through creative 
thinking and creative work. The camp 
was inaugurated by veteran teacher and 
writer Dr. Mohanlal Mondal and Smt. 
Anulekha pal, Secretary, Kasturba peace 
Centre. The others who joined in the 
inaugural ceremony were Shri Mihir Roy 
of Shantiniketan, Shri Benoy Krishna 
Chakraborty, president of Howrah District, 
Sarvodaya Mondal. A total of 60 boys (32) 
and girls (28) from five districts participated 
in the camp.

During the five-day camp special training 
was organised for doll making through 
paper cutting. Shri Ramesh Chand Sharma, 
Coordinator, tp Centres, GpF. The drawing 
and painting workshop was coordinated 
by artists Shri Biraj Kumar paul, Sri Anup 
Kanrar, Sri Malay Chandan Saha and Sri 
Biplab Dutta. 

other activities organised during the camp 
were writing of poetry, song, slogans, street 
plays, etc. 

on December 29, the campers participated 
in an educational tour. They visited 
Rabindranath tagore’s birth place at 
Jorasanko and also visited the museum. 

Youth participants in group discussion at a 
communal harmony camp in Udaipur. 
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During the camp, Mr. peter Rouckes and 
Ms. Barbara from Germany shared their 
experience to work among the children. 

himaChaL PRaDeSh
Workshop on Importance of 
Gandhism organised

The Samiti in association with Gurukul 
Bahumukhi Shiksha Sanstha, Chamba, 
Himachal pradesh organized a workshop 
on the “Importance of Gandhism” in Kullu 
from December 27, 2012 to January 03, 
2013.

It was conducted under the guidance 
of Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala. The 

Participants at the workshop on Importance of Gandhism in Kullu Himachal Pradesh.

orientation was provided by Shri Rajiv 
Ranjan Giri and Deependra Avinash.

About 52 students from the region 
participated in the workshop to learn 
and imbibe Gandhian values. Many 
distinguished people from all walks of 
life provided valuable insights into 
the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi and 
their practical relevance in the present 
times.

The speakers spoke on the importance 
to recognise the process of self-
transformation, which is a foundation 
for leadership development of the 
‘worker’. 
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They underlined that non-violent action 
or dialogue is not used to polarise the 
opposition force as a way to prove the 
rightness of one’s claims. Rather non-violent 
action refuses to recognise the perpetuator  
and its legitimacy to rule, and, therefore, 
continuously pursues non-coperation 
tactics that are disruptive without being 
anarchical.  

The students not only decided to form 
‘peace clubs’ in their respectives schools, 
they also volunteered to work for the 
community. They further worked on a 
strategy to influence the local authorities 
to ensure the safety of women in the state 
and also work collectively to generate 
awarenss on issues related to drug addiction 
and alcohol. 

A motivational session on drawing strength 
from situations was conducted in which the 
children learnt: 

1. to stand up publicly for resistance 
whenever someone weak is oppressed,

2. to take on larger leadership functions 
(in social movement or in society),

3. Work to formulate action plan to redress 
grievances with those of a larger group, 

4. to develop the qualities of manual 
labour,

5. to develop qualities for galvanizing 

smaller campaigns into larger 
movements, 

6. to enter into a dialogue with people from 
the interior parts of the community as  
this would help them in understanding 
the ground realities, thereby, helping 
them in developing advocacy 
campaigns/tools. 

Youth Camp in arunachal 
Pradesh
(See section: programmes in the north 
east)

 Conference on Communal 
harmony
A conference on ‘Communal Harmony’ was 
organised in Bhagalpur on August 23, 2012 
to develop a framework to work and build 
a society based on sarva dharma sambhav 
in the riot affected areas of Bhagalpur.

The conference focussed on Gandhian 
principles of non-violence and social 
action. The participants at the end of the 
conference decided to work out a course 
of action to ensure that violence that 
results from social, economic or political 
structures that are inequitable, should be 
redressed and vowed to work in their 
respective communities towards mutual 
peace and understanding. 
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In the National Capital Delhi
Panel Discussion organized

A panel discussion on Rights and Safety 
of Women in collaboration with Apne Aap 
Women World Wide was conducted in 
Gandhi Smriti on April 3, 2012. present 
on the occasion were Ms. Kavita Srivastava, 
Dr. Varsha Das, Ms. Devaki Jain. 25 
delegates from abroad also participated 

in the discussion. Ms. Manimala, Director 
GSDS welcomed the delegates and led the 
discussion.

3rd National Save Girl Child 
Summit organized

to highlight the grave issue of the decline 
in sex ratio in different parts of the 
country Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 
organized the 3rd National Save Girl Child 
Summit on May 29-30, 2012 at Gandhi 
Darshan. The programme was organized in 
association with Khudai Khidmatgar, Asha 
parivar, nApM, Mission Bhartiyam, Centre 
for Human Rights and Social Welfare, 
Aman uday, Beti Bachao Abhiyan, ICAn, 

(Above Left): Participants from Apne Aap Women 
World Wide in Gandhi Darshan during the 
programme. 

(Below): Women participants at the discussion 
on “Rights and Safety of Women” in Gandhi 
Darshan. 
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and Mata Sita Rani Sewa Sansthan. The 
summit was attended by over 250 people 
from different states. 

The inaugural session was attended 
by Swami Agnivesh, Shri Faisal Khan, 
Ms. Kumud Bhan, Dr. Aruna Mukim, 
Smt. tara Devi, Sarpanch, Village Samarda, 
Bikaner, Rajasthan. Ms. Farzana from Kota 
Rajasthan also spoke on the occasion. 
Ms. Manimala, Director GSDS gave the 
welcome address. 

The different sessions that were held during 
the two-day summit included: 

1. Present Situation of Sex Ratio and 
Causes in various states: Speakers 
in this session included Shri Digvijay 
Singh (chief guest), Smt. Devika 
Mittal, Subhash Chauhan, Shri Kai-
lash Bhai (Mp), Shri Qmar Jhan, 
Ms. Rachna Rathore, Shri omar Khan, 
Ms. Geeta Visht, Shri Rajendar Vyas, 
Ms. Sailaja Garu, prof, Rajendra negi, 
Ms. namita Bahn, Shri Shambhu Sharan 
Singh. The session was moderated by 
Mohd. Anas.

2. Role of Media and Youth: The session 
was chaired by Khaleel Deshmukh. The 

(Above Left): Shri Digvijay 
Singh Chief Guest, addressing 
the gathering and
(Right) Swami Agnivesh 
sharing his thoughts on the 
occasion.
(Below): Women participants 
during a candle-light vigil on 
protection of the girl child in 
Gandhi Darshan.
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speakers included: Adity Dube from 
Mission Bhartiyam, Altaf, Saroj Khan, 
Azmat Khan, Ashok lodha (Mp) and 
Saurabh Srivastava. The session was 
moderated by Faisal Khan. 

3. PNDT ACT: The session was chaired 
by Dr. Veena Diwvedi. Speakers in the 
session included: Sheeba Rani (YWCA, 
Mumbai), Sangeeta, Dr. Himanshu, Kus-
mum Chaudhyrt, Balwant Yadav and 
Saroj Dube. The session was moderated 
by Advocte Deepa tiwari. 

4. How to fight – future and joint strat-
egy: on this session, almost 30 partici-
pants presented their views. 

During the Summit, a 22 members’ national 
beti bachao abhiyaan coordination team 
was formed and decided that they will hold 
the 4th summit in Jaipur Rajasthan. 

Another major highlight of the programme 
was a ‘Candle light March’ to Mahatma 
Gandhi Memorial (Samadhi) at Rajghat, 
as a tribute to those who have been denied 
the right to be born or have died in the 
process of being born. Besides, a Human 
Chain was also formed who pledged to 
protect the girl child.

South Asian Conference on 
Women’s Empowerment
The Samiti organised an international 
conference on Status of Women and their 
Empowerment on october 19-21, 2012 
in Gandhi Darshan. participants from 
pakistan and Bangladesh highlighted the 
role of women and their importance in 
the society. Shri Satyapal coordinated the 

programme. Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala 
also spoke on the occasion and called 
for women’s all round development in all 
spheres. She expressed the need and the 
importance of education of women. Former 
president of India, Smt. pratibha Devisingh 
patil was the chief guest on the occasion.

Stating the fact that all South Asian 
countries are committed to gender equality 
by their constitution, development plans 

(Above) Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil, former President of 
India and Ms. Manimala, Director GSDS lights the ceremonial 
lamp at the inauguration of the South Asian Conference on 
Women’s Empowerment in Gandhi Darshan.

(Below): Shri Satyapal, coordinator of the programme 
addressing the gathering as members on the dais keenly listens.
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and signature to the international treaties 
and programs on gender equality, women’s 
empowerment, and women’s rights, the 
participants that included members from 
women’s organizations, political party’s 
women members, nGos and civil society 
in general demanding equal rights, in all 
spheres of life as per the international 
conventions and their own constitutions. 

They also reiterated the fact that South Asian 
women suffer from multiple gender-based 
discriminations, which must be addressed 
to exploit women’s full economic potential. 
In India and nepal, these problems are 
compounded by caste discrimination; Dalit 
women experience these disadvantages 
more acutely because of their caste.

Stories of courage and 
determination shared by female 
scavengers

About 150 female scavengers from all over 
the country who have been accommodated 

against reasonably created occupations by 
Sulabh International visited Gandhi Smriti 
on December 22, 2012. The group was 
led by Dr. Bindeshwar pathak, founder 
of Sulabh International Social Service 
organisation. 

In her welcome address, Smt. tara Gandhi 
Bhattacharjee, Vice-Chairperson, GSDS 
called upon the society to reflect on the 
need and necessity to recognize the ability 
of women to perform to the best of their 
capacity. “Women should not be subjugated 
to such inhuman working conditions”. 

She further said that even Mahatma 
Gandhi had espoused the cause of women’s 
rights in all his activities. “Mahatma 
Gandhi had woven the entire community 
into one fabric, where people of all 
caste, creed and religion had united and 
gained equal importance. There was no 
word of hatred in Mahatma Gandhi. truth, 
non-violence and compassion were his 
greatest weapons by which he won the 

hearts of all, even his 
opponents.”

Referring to the heinous 
and barbaric act of 
violence against women, 
she emphasized that 
proper orientation of the 
boy child is necessary 
and should begin from 
home. She condemned 
the horrific incident of 
violence against women. 

While speaking to the 
participants, Dr Bindeshwar 

Smt Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee, Vice-Chairperson GSDS, Dr. Bindeshwar 
Pathak, Chairperson Sulabh International along with ex-female scavengers in 
Gandhi Smriti. 
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pathak, asked everyone to start living for 
others and said that this was what Mahatma 
Gandhi had done all through his life. While 
referring to the work Sulabh has undertaken 
for the upliftment of the women who were 
engaged in sewage manual scavenging, he 
said that culture takes time to change and 
that to bring these women out from their 
was a continuous struggle and patience. 

He said, “It is very difficult, but not 
impossible to change the mindset of the 
people. Therefore, we tried to bring people 
from different communities, especially from 
the upper castes into our struggle and made 
an effort to uplift these women from their 
state”. 

Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala spoke 
about the general tendency of the society 
to demean others. She also referred to 
well-known Marxist theorist, philosopher 

and economist, Rosa luxemburg and 
emphasized that human beings should not 
be allowed to touch the dirt. She hoped 
that even people, who go into the manholes 
to clean them and often die because of 
suffocation be stopped. 

earlier, many of the participants who were 
formerly engaged in manual scavenging 
shared their experiences. usha from Alwar, 
Dolly from tonk, Guddi and laxmi nanda 
from Alwar spoke on the occasion. 

Almost everybody who spoke said that they 
had accompanied their mother since their 
childhood and that it had been a family 
tradition where women would move out 
in the early hours of the morning, cleaning 
toilets, carrying the dirt in their head, and 
facing humiliation from the society. 

They said that Sulabh International had 
reformed them by imparting different types 

Members of the Swar Trishna choir led by Shri Sudhanshu Bahuguna (second from L) presenting 
Bhakti Sangeet as part of the programme. 
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of training to them. one of the participants 
while sharing her experience said that 
these days, the girl’s family makes it a 
marriage condition that there are proper 
toilet facilities within the house of the 
groom.

Another highlight of the programme was 
the rendering of Bhakti Sangeet by the 
Swar trishna choir and members from the 
Sulabh International.

Dialogue on Dignity is my 
Birthright: A woman’s call

As part of its efforts to create awareness 
on violence against women, the Samiti 
organized a day-long dialogue on Dignity 
is My Birthright: A Woman’s Call on 
January 10, 2013. A large number of 
activists involved in the women movement, 
academicians and social workers took part 
in the dialogue.

The chief guest, the Delhi Minister for 
Women and Child Development, Smt Kiran 
Walia underlined the programmes and 
efforts of the Delhi government towards 
curbing violence against women in the 
national capital. 

earlier in her welcome address, Director 
GSDS, Ms Manimala said that inspite 
of the fact that the crimes against 
women were on the increase, the 
resolve of women to fight against social 
injustice, criminal activities is also getting 
stronger. 

Calling that the society has awaken once 
again, she said that justice as demanded 
by the people protesting such a heinous 
and barbaric act of violence against women 
should be taken seriously. She said that 
there is a need to reflect on the whole 
process of justice. She further reflected on 
the grave issue on violence against women 

Participants attending a dialogue on Dignity is my Birthright: A Woman’s Call in Gandhi Darshan. In the Pix: 
Smt. Kiran Walia, Minister for Women and Child Development, Delhi Government, addressing the gathering as 
senior women activists, journalists, Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala and college students keenly listens. 
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Sr. Advocate, Mr. Arvind Jain shares his thoughts as 
Dr. Jyotsna Chatterjee, looks on. 

and pointed out that from December 16, 
2012 (when nirbhaya was brutally raped) 
till January 10, 2013, there were 78 cases 
of rape that were reported. 

Advocating the case of character-education 
of boys, she stressed on the need to 
ban pornographic literature, movies 
and other such expressions that show 
women as only a commodity for lust 
and sex. 

Dr Jyotsana Chatterjee, Director of the 
Joint Women’s programme underscored 
the need for creation of greater awareness 
on issues and concerns of women. She 
pointed out that women-friendly public 
space needs to be facilitated so that women 
felt secured. 

Dr. Chatterjee further pointed out the 
lacunae in terms of police reforms, lack 
of knowledge and information. Quoting 
John Milton’s paradise lost, where he 
says: “Arise, awake, or forever be fallen”, 

she strongly advocated that 
every home must become 
the threshold of equality, 
where both the girl and the 
boy are treated on equal 
footing. 

Senior journalist and author 
Mrs. Rami Chhabra while 
expressing concern on the 
commodification of women 
pointed out that the deep 
rooted mindset of the 
patriarchal society needs 
to be changed thoroughly. 
“We have to grow beyond 

the punitive to look for preventive”, she said. 
She further referred to Mahatma Gandhi’s 
contribution for the liberation of women 
during the freedom struggle and said that 
there is a need to inculcate values and moral 
education in the child from the beginning. 

others who spoke included Ms Shaswati 
Bhattacharjee (Assistant professor, lady 
Shriram College), Dr Varsha Das (former 
Director, national Gandhi Museum), Mr 
Arvind Jain (Sr. Advocate). 

An interactive session with the youth was 
also organised on the occasion. 

International Women’s Day 
celebrated
on the occasion of the International 
Women’s Day on March 8, 2013, the Samiti 
in association with Guild for Service and 
War Widows Association organised a 
Global Inter-faith Peace Prayer in Gandhi 
Smriti. Senior women activists, war widows, 
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members from different sections of the 
society assembled at the site of the 
Martyrdom of Mahatma Gandhi to offer 
their prayers. Among those who were 
present on the occasion included: Smt. 
Diana Khambata, Dr. Syeda Hameed, 
singer Kumud Diwan, Dr. A K Merchant, 
Ms. Anita Jain, Manjusha Ranjan. Sufi 
songs, poems on womanhood, were other 
highlights of the programme. 

A message of the un Secretary General, 
Ban Ki Moon was also read out on the 
occasion. extracts from the message is as 
under: 

As we commemorate International Women’s 
Day, we must look back on a year of shocking 
crimes of violence against women and girls 
and ask ourselves how to usher in a better 
future. 

One young woman was gang-raped to 
death. Another committed suicide out of 
a sense of shame that should have 
attached to the perpetrators. Young teens 
were shot at close range for daring to seek 
an education. 

These atrocities, which rightly sparked global 
outrage, were part of a much larger problem 

In the Pix: Mrs Diana Khambata, Dr. Kiran Mehra Kerpelmen and other women activists light the ceremonial 
lamp in Gandhi Smriti as part of the celebrations to mark the International Women’s Day on March 8. 
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that pervades virtually every society and 
every realm of life. 

Look around at the women you are with. 
Think of those you cherish in your families 
and your communities. And understand 
that there is a statistical likelihood that 
many of them have suffered violence in 
their lifetime. Even more have comforted a 
sister or friend, sharing their grief and anger 
following an attack.

This year on International Women’s Day, 
we convert our outrage into action. We 
declare that we will prosecute crimes against 
women – and never allow women to be 
subjected to punishments for the abuses 

they have suffered. We renew our pledge 
to combat this global health menace 
wherever it may lurk – in homes and 
businesses, in war zones and placid countries, 
and in the minds of people who allow 
violence to continue….

•  At Other Places

Seminar on “Women’s 
Perspectives on Decentralization 
of Power and Gram Swaraj” 

The Samiti in association with Samvad in 
Jharkhand organised a two-day seminar on 
Women’s perspectives on Decentralization 
of power and Gram Swaraj from July 
5-6, 2012. Almost 250 women from 
several districts of Bihar and Jharkhand 
participated in the seminar. Women 
representatives from the panchayats and 
villages, social activists, participated. 
Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala was also 
present on the occasion and inaugurated 
the seminar.

(Above L): Ms. Manimala, 
Director GSDS, lights the 
lamp at the inaugural 
programme 
in Jharkhand and 
(below L): Participants 
at the programme.
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BIHAR

Programme on Women 
Empowerment organised

The Samiti in association with Viswa 
Manav Sewa Ashram, narkatiyaganj, east 
Champaran Bihar, organised a programme 
on Women empowerment from october 
27-30, 2012 for the ‘adivasi’ women living 
in the most deplorable conditions. About 
133 participants took part in the training 
programme. Discussions on the welfare and 
empowerment of the adivasi women, their 
livelihood opportunities, developing their 
skill sets and providing education, were the 
focus of the training programme. 

UTTAR PRADESH

 State-level Women Workers 
discuss the need and necessity to 
empower women

over 300 women workers from the district 
of Sonebhadra participated in a state-level 

Women Worker’s Conference from July 
10-11, 2012. The programme was organised 
by the Samiti in association with Banwasi 
Sewa Ashram in uttar pradesh. Women 
participants from 40-50 districts working 
in the area of women empowerment and 
awareness programmes on women took 
part in the programme.

MANIPUR

 Two-day state level legal 
awareness camp on women and 
girls 

(See section: Programmes in the North 
East)

 Capacity Building Programme 
on Women Human Rights 
Defenders (Meira Paibis)
(See section: Programmes in the North 
East)

WEST BENGAL

Women’s Conference on 
“Ekomingoso Satabdite Mahila 
Bikash”

A two-day (March 8-9, 2013) women 
conference was organised by the Samiti 
in association with West Bengal Gandhi 
peace Foundation at Kasturba Bhavan, 
Sarvodaya park, Howrah, West Bengal. 
The main theme of the conference was 
“ekomingso Satabdite Mahila Bikash” 
(Women Development in twenty First 
Century). The objectives were: Ms. Putul addresses the gathering during the programme in 

Uttar Pradesh. 
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•	 To	 know	 the	 status	 of	 women	 in	 the	
society;

•	 To	 know	 more	 about	 women	 move-
ments in the country as well as abroad;

•	 To	identify	the	issues	to	fight	against	all	
types of discrimination, gender oppres-
sion;

•	 To	 empower	women	 about	 their	 rights	
and roles. 

The Chief Guest of the programme Dr. lata 
(Das) paul, eminent scholar, writer and 
former headmistress of Gramyahitakari 
Girls’ Higher Secondary School inaugurated 
the programme. prof. (Dr.) Jahanara Begum, 
eminent socialist leader, former professor 
of uluberia College and Vice-chairperson, 
West Bengal GpF; Sri Bimal Chandra pal, 
Chairman, West Bengal GpF; Shri Chandan 
pal, Secretary, GpF; Smt. Anulekha pal, 
executive member, GpF was also present 
on the occasion. About 200 participants 
from Howrah, purba Medinipur, paschim 
Medinipur and Kolkata attended the 
programme. 

Sri M. n. Mandal, Director, Socio legal Aid 
Research & training Centre, Kolkata spoke 
on on “nari Swadhikar Atit o Bartaman” 
(the self-rights of women in the past and 
present).

prof. Sandip Das, eminent Gandhian 
thinker, ex-professor of a college, spoke 
on “Bharatiya samaje narir abasthan” (The 
status of women in Indian society)

Sri Gopal Ghosh, eminent Gandhian 
Constructive Worker spoke on the subject 

“nari unnayane Swanirbhar Gosthir 
Bhumika”, (the role of Self Help Group in 
Women Development).

The other highlight of the conference was 
the presentation of a drama ‘Sruti natak’ by 
prachesta Silpi Gosthi, titled Jakhan Bristi 
elo (when the rain came) on changing 
attitudes and behaviour in a peaceful 
manner. 

Above: Prof. (Dr.) Jahanara Begum, Ex-Professor, 
Uluberia College, Dr. Lata Paul, Eminent scholar jointly 
inaugurating the conference “Ekobingso Satabdite Mahila 
Bikash and Below: Participants at the conference. 
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Pilgrimage of Peace
An interaction with peace marchers 
from Jerusalem

An interaction with the peace marchers 
from India on a visit to the Holy City of 
Jerusalem was held at Gandhi Darshan, on 
April 11, 2012. The interaction – which 
was also a forum of experience sharing 

of the convoy to Jerusalem to express 
their solidarity with the people of palestine 
– was led by Mr. Forize Mithiborwala 
and Dr. Rakesh Rafiq. The others who 
participated in the discussion were Shri 
Sachidanand, Syed Mohammad Qadri and 
Mrs. B Rice. Students and youth from 
different universities also participated. Ms. 
Manimala, Director of the Samiti welcomed 
the guests. The staff members of the GSDS 
also took part in the discussion. 

The convoy as part of the Global March 
to Jerusalem left India, taking the message 
of peace and non-violence as espoused 
by Mahatma Gandhi. The convoy passed 
through 14 countries that included: 
India, pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Iraq, 
philippines, Kazakhstan, Iran, lebanon, 
Bahrain, and Azerbaijan, to name a few, 
with an aim towards building a pan-
Asian Movement and thereby use people’s 

(Above): Peace Marchers from Jerusalem at an 
interaction in Gandhi Darshan.

(Below): Ms. Manimala, Director GSDS 
addresses the gathering as Mr. Firoze 
Mithiborwala and dignitaries looks on.
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power. In the process, an effort was also 
made towards developing people-to-people 
contact.

A documentary film on the trip to Jerusalem 
to support the cause of the palestinians 
right to their land was shown on the 
occasion. 

KERALA

Inter-state Gandhi Peace 
Bus launched 
As part of the initiative of the Samiti to take 
the message of Mahatma Gandhi to far flung 
areas of the country, and to involve youth 
along the footsteps of Gandhiji, an Inter-
state Gandhi Peace Bus for Violence Free 
Society from Kanyakumari to Mangalore was 
launched on June 17, 2012. This initiative of 
the Samiti is being organised in association 
with the Kerala Gandhi Smarak nidhi 
and the Information and public Relations 
Department of the Government of Kerala. 
The co-organisers in the programme are 
madhavi Mandiram lok Seva trust, Indian 
Council of Gandhian Studies, Bharat Soka 
Gakkai, ekds parisheth and nehru Yuva 
Kendra. Ms. Sunita Kumari Gupta and 
Shri Deepak were deputed by the Samiti 
to participate in the programme.

The route that Gandhi peace Bus took 
included: Kanyakumari, trivandrum, 
Kollam, Alapuzha, Kottyam, ernakulam, 
Thrissur, palakkad, Mallapuram, 
Kozhikode, Kannur, Kasargod and 
Manglore. Through its journey through 
different places, several programmes were 
organised in various districts. Various 

seminars and discussions were also 
organised in the course of the journey in 
schools and colleges, at Shantigiri Ashram, 
Gandhi Asramam, etc.

The discussions featured on tagore, Gandhi, 
G R – educational philosophy and practice; 
Spirituality as an antidote to violence; Youth 
against Violence and Violence Free Society. 
The participants were also administered 
pledge against violence, peace on several 
occasions during the journey.

ODISHA

Gandhi Samagam – for peace, 
harmony and social justice held
to revive the feelings of Gandhian 
ideals in the hearts of youth and general 
masses through sharing experiences 
of Gandhians from their life style and 
dedication towards Gandhism, a two-day 
Gandhi Samagam-2012 was organized 
in Joint collaboration of Vinoba Seva 
pratisthan(VSp) odisha and Gandhi Smriti 

Sri A.V. Swamy, Member of Parliament inaugurating the 
Gandhi Samagam along with other dignitaries.
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and Darshan Samiti on September 11-12, 
2012 at Jayadev Bhawan, Bhubaneswar, 
odisha. Shri Manoj Jena of the VSp was 
also present on the occasion.

Sri A.V. Swamy, Member of parliament 
inaugurated the programme. prof. Ramji 
Singh former Mp and VC, Dr. lavanam, 
eminent Gandhian Scholar and prof.V. 
Sudhir Reddy, Managing trustee of Sri 
Bhoodan Ramchandra Reddy trust were 
present on the occasion.

The Gandhi Samagam addressed the 
following issues: 

•	 Peaceful co-existence and social progress.

•	 Gandhi	and	Globalization.

•	 Role	of	Youth	 for	Social	Change.

•	 Spreading	 awareness	 towards	 Gandhian	
Philosophy abroad. 

•	 Bhoodan	 and	Gramdaan	 in	 the	 context	
of Sustainable Livelihood.

•	 Gandhi	 on	 Human	 rights	 and	 Social 
Justice.

•	 Sarvoday	Life	and	Work.

•	 Transparency	in	Governance:	Challenges	
before Govt. and Civil Society.

•	 Women	empowerment:	Then	and	Now.

•	 Ahimsa	 and	 Satyagraha	 –	 as	 Tools	 for	
Social Transformation.

•	 Today’s	 Consumerism	 vs	 Self-sufficient	
Economy.

•	 Resolving	 problems	 through	 Gandhian	
methods.

•	 Gandhi	and	Mass	Media.

•	 Gandhian	Concept	of	Education	in	pres-
ent context.

•	 Gandhi	and	Sustainable	Ecology.

The other speakers at the Samagam 
included: Dr. Bhagban prakash, prof. 
Acharya Bhabananda, Dr. prafulla Sahoo, 
chairman of Center for Youth and Social 
Development, Sri Gouranga Chandra 
Mohapatra, Convener, Bhoodan-Gramdan 
Samiti of Sarva Seva Sangha, Wardha, 
Former union Minister & president of lok 
nayak Jayaprakash International Institute 
of education & Research Mr. Braja Kishore 
tripathy, Smt. lopamudra Mohanty, 
ex-Chairperson, odisha State Women 
Commission, prof. Kailash Acharya, noted 
journalist Mr. Rabi Das, Dr. Bikash Das, 
president, Committee for legal Aid to 
poor (ClAp). 

Gandhi Doot Sadbhavna Yatris 
reach Gandhi Smriti
As part of Gandhi Doot Sadbhavna Yatra, 
about 12 Gandhi Yatris – who are aiming 
to create harmony amongst different cast, 
creed and religions – converged in Gandhi 
Smriti on February 17, 2013 and planted a 
Sadbhavna tree. on this occasion, eminent 
Gandhian, Dr. S n Subba Rao greeted the 
youth. The Yatris in their endeavour are also 

Distinguished 
gathering at the 
Gandhi Samagam.
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trying to create awareness on concerns like 
female foeticide, dowry deaths, declining 
sex ratio and child abuse.

Director GSDS, Ms Manimala was present 
on the occasion. The Samiti had earlier 
organised the programme in association 
with national Youth project (nYp), 
Haryana. 

The Yatris travelled across different states 
of the country from January 12, 2013 
onwards collecting soil and water from 
different rivers. They will further travel 
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. 

A special feature of the Gandhi Doot 
Sadbhavna Yatra is to establish people-to-
people contact, discussions, understanding 
each others’ culture, problems sharing, and 
set up ‘Gandhi Doot Volunteers’ in every 
location. Besides, prayer meeting, harmony, 
cultural programmes, visits to educational 
institutions, etc will be the focal point. 

Gandhi Vichar Yatra in 
Jharkhand
The Samiti organized a Gandhi Vichar 
Yatra in Jharkhand, which was coordinated 
by Smt. Sunita Kumari Gupta. The 
tana Bhagats from the interior areas of 
Jharkhand also participated in the Vichar 
Yatra. The yatra was organized with a view 
to spreading the message of Mahamta 
Gandhi amongst the youth. Also, issues of 
the tana Bhaghats who have been living 
by following the Gandhian principles of 
simplicity and physical labour, have been 
alienated from the society, were raised 
during the yatra.

The Sadbhavna Yatra Bus that was flagged off from 
Gandhi Smriti.

(From L to R) Dr. S N Subba Rao, Ms. Manimala 
and Shri Ashok Saran with the Gandhi Doot 
Sadbhavna Yatris.

Dr. S N Subba Rao, Ms. Manimala joins the Yatris in the 
tree-plantation ceremony.
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Training in Museum Management

The Samiti organised a day-long training 
programme on Museum Management for 
the volunteer educational guides of the 
GSDS Museum on July 30, 2012. Dr. 
Jyoti tokas, a Museologist conducted the 
capacity-building training programme with 
an objective to increase the understanding 
of various aspects of museum management 
and how the role of the guides can be 
enhanced.

It also gave them a practical training to 
connect with diverse visitors and dealt with 
crucial issues such as footfalls within the 
museum and targeting different age-group 
from the society to visit the museum.

During each session, an effort was made 
towards developing an understanding on 
the functioning of museums per se and how 

a museum could become a place of interest 
for visitors. The participants were also 
given a questionnaire on their experience 
of working in the GSDS Museum for over 
seven years and this also dealt with their 
understanding of the varied issues within 
the museum and their expectations. 

Further a practical session on how to 
interact with the visitors and design a 
gallery activity for specific target visitors 
was conducted through the form of short 
skits.

This was done with a view towards helping 
the participants understand that modern-
day museums are social institutions and 
place of informal learning through visual 
interaction with the objects or exhibits. 

During the interaction, the volunteers 
suggested various recommendations and 

suggestive measures that could 
be adopted to facilitate the 
functioning of the museum. 

Ms. Manimala, Director, 
GSDS also interacted with 
the volunteers and also 
suggestive measures and asked 
the volunteers to provide full 
information to the visitors. 

(Above and Below): Volunteer 
guides of the GSDS Museum 
participating in group exercises such 
as skits, etc. during their training on 
Museum Management conducted by 
Museologist, Ms. Jyoti Tokas.
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Making the best out of waste 
A workshop on the use of ‘waste material’ 
was organised at the Institute of Social 
Studies trust (ISSt), Saathi Centre, 
Kalyanpuri, new Delhi. The workshop, 
organised in association with the Samiti 
saw the participation of 25 adolescents in 
the age-group of 12-16 years. Ms. Gunjan 
conducted the workshop. The programme 
was coordinated by Ms. Manju Sharma of 
the Saathi Centre. During the workshop, 
children were taught to re-use polythene 
bags and plastic water bottles to make 
flower vase, and other decorative items. 

Musical training programme for 
children held
over 500 children from 12 different 
institutions from Delhi, patna and 
Champaran, participated in the training 
programme for the musical tribute by the 
children for october 2, 2012. The training 
was provided by Shri Sudhanshu Bahuguna 
from Swar trishna on September 12, 25, 
27, 29, 30 and october 1, 2012. 

SIKKIM
The Samiti in association with pacific Club 
in Sikkim, organized a training programme 
on production of Sanitary napkins from 
September 24 to october 8, 2012 at 
Surakshya Sanitary napkin production 
Centre, Mengiee, South Sikkim. Almost 
30 women from the rural areas took part 
in the training programme. During the 
training, participants were briefed on the 
importance of sanitary napkins, hygiene 
and cleanliness. 

Over 500 children are seen participating in the musical 
training programme in Gandhi Darshan.

Participants undergoing a training programme on 
production of sanitary napkins.

Participating children undergoing training in ISST Saathi 
Centre.
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Ganderbal, Srinagar

Youth Camp on India of 
Gandhiji’s Dreams and Youth
A five-day youth camp on India of Gandhiji’s 
Dreams was organised in Ganderbal, 
Srinagar from June 7-11, 2012. organised 
by the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, 
the camp saw the participation of 80 
youth (40 male and 40 female) from nine 
districts. Shri Shivdutt, Shri piyush, Shri 
Vivek, Ms. Soni, Ms. Varsha and Ms. 
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Rachna from the Samiti took part in the 
camp. Shri Deependra coordinated the 
camp. Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala also 
addressed the youth participants at the 
camp. The chief guest on the occasion was 
padmashri Shri S p Verma.

The aim of the youth camp was to develop 
youth as Gandhi Doots. Interactions formed 
a major activity of the camp and the 
participants actively engaged themselves in 
constructive discussion. 

Discussions were held on the following 
subjects during the camp. They were: 

•	 Role	 of	 Youth	 in	 Democracy	–	Speaker	-	
Shri	C	A	Priyadarshi

•	 Concept	 of	Harmonious	Development	–	
speakers	 included	Shri	Arvind	Anjum

(Above-L): Participants engaged at various 
activities during the five-day youth camp on 
India of Gandhiji’s Dreams in Ganderbal 
Srinagar.

(Below): Youth representatives from Yusmarg in 
a discussion during the programme. 
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of India, inaugurate the conference. In 
his address, he stressed upon holding of 
block/district council elections for all the 
State panchayati Raj Institutions without 
any further delay. He also stressed upon 
implementation of Section 4 of the J&K 
RtI ACt, 2009, wherein all the public 
authorities including pRIs are supposed to 
make pro-active disclosures. 

Magasasay awardee and noted RtI 
activist and member of national Advisory 
Council (nAC), Aruna Roy argued that 
panchayati Raj Institutions should be 
accountable under RtI ACt. She further 
impressed upon the participants to 
make use of the RtI law in ensuring 
good governance and transparent 
administration. She also informed that a 
high level team from the nAC would 
soon visit J&K to look into issues related 
to the implementation of various national 
programmes like nReGAS. 

•	 Peaceful	Co-existence	in	society	–	Speak-
ers	-	Janab	Faizal	Khan

•	 Health	 Awareness	 and	 Youth	–	Speakers	
–	Dr.	Lubna.

Yusmarg, Jammu and Kashmir

Seminar of Good Governance 
and Role of Panchayati Raj 
Institutions 
A three-day conference on Good 
Governance and Role of Panchayati Raj 
Institutions was organised from June 23-25, 
2012 in collaboration with the Centre for 
Rural Development in Yusmarg, Jammu 
and Kashmir. More than 500 participants, 
which included panchayat members, RtI 
activists and journalists from various parts 
of the state, took part in the conference.

Shri Wajahat Habibullah, Chairman of 
national Minorities Commission and 
former Chief Information Commissioner 

Participants during a group discussion in  
Yusmarg, (Jammu and Kashmir).
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Ms. Manimala, Director GSDS urged upon 
the participants to ensure holding of Deih 
Majlis (gram sabha) meetings, which is the 
soul of J&K panchayati Raj Act. 

eminent writer AG noorani said that 
“RtI is the soul of good governance 
and RtI activists should do social audit 
of panchayats”. panchayati Rah is the 
medicine to ensure good governance, he 
added. 

MlA langate, er. Abdul Rasheed also 
spoke on the occasion. He said that there 
is “no Governance” in J& K.

Among others who spoke on the occasion 
included Dr. Raja Muzaffar Bhat, Convenor 
of J&K RtI Movement and Chairman 
of Centre for Rural Development (J&K), 
Salman Anees, former World Bank 
executive Dr. Sheikh Ghulam Rasool, RtI 
activist ADDC, Boudgan Mohammad 
Akbar Gavai Ceo YDA Ghalib Mohideen, 
Sajad Rasool, SDpo Charai-i-sharif, Syed 
Mubashir Muhammad Ramzan, etc. 

At the end of the programme, a resolution 
was passed by the participants wherein 
various demands were put before the 
Government which included prosecution 
of corrupt ministers against whom cases 
of corruption are pending in SAC/SVC; 
holding of Block/District Council elections; 
implementation of 73rd amendment; 
monthly honorarium for panchayat 
members and appointment of panchayat 
secretaries.

Bhaderwah – Jammu and Kashmir

Conference on ‘Youth for Social 
Change’
The Samiti in association with Chenab 
Welfare and education trust, Doda 
(J&K) organised a conference on Youth 
for Social Change from September 8-10, 
2012 in Badherwah. Around 250 youth 
comprising students from Jammu, Srinagar 
and ladakh, community workers, activists 
and 100 youth from the rest of the country 
participated in the conference. 

The conference aimed at promoting youth 
led dialogue and action in the society by 
bringing together young people from across 

(Above): A participant responds during the conference on 
Youth for Social Change to an alert audience. 
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the country, where they would examine and 
share strategies on how they could build 
youth action in an inclusive and cohesive 
manner. 

union Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare, Shri Ghulam nabi Azad; union 
Minister for Rural Development, Shri 
Jairam Ramesh and Minister for Youth 
Services, Sports, Medical technical 
education and District Commissioner 
Doda, Shri Farooq Khan were the guest 
of honours. 

The speakes who addressed the participants 
included Dr M I parray, Director eDI, 
Ashok Vashist, udaan project; Mr and Mrs 
nair from HIMAYAt; Shri Ram puniyani, 
recipient of Indira Gandhi national 

Integration Award 2006 and national 
Communal Harmony 2007; Shri Sandeep 
pandey, social activist; Shri Faisal Khan; 
Shri Abdul Ghani Malik; Mohd. Shah 
nawaz and Shri R S Chibb.

Also around 50 students from the 
government degree college Bhaderwah 
participated in the three day long 
deliberation. Shri Rooplal Bhagat DCp, 
Doda, prof. R.K. Raina, principal 
Government Degree Collage, Bhaerwag, 
Shri Akhil Kumar S.D.M. Bhaderwah, 
Shri Balwant, ADC-Doda, and Shri n.K. 
Gupta MlC, Doda jointly inaugurated the 
programme. Smt Gita Shukla, Research 
officer, GSDS coordinated the programme. 
Cultural programmes by local artists were 
the highlight of the programme.

Cultural performances by local artistes were highlights of the programme. 
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Hindi Pakhwara organised
Students from different colleges of Delhi 
and nCR participated in the Hindi Quiz 
organised in Gandhi Darshan as part on the 
Hindi pakhwara organised on September 
29, 2012. Associate professor Dr Asha 
Jha from Wardha conducted the Quiz on 
Hindi literature and poetry which saw 
the participation of students from Delhi 
university and Jnu. 21 teams participated. 
The first prize was won by students from 
Hindu College, the second prize was won 
by Kalindi College and a student from 
Du won the individual third prize. two 
appreciation prizes were won by Devaki 
Jain Memorial College and Hindu College 
respectively. 

l Students of Hindu College won 
the first prize.

l Students of Kalindi College won 
the second prize.

l Dr. Asha Jha, Associate prof 
from Wardha conducted the 
quiz.

Dr.	Asha	 Jha	 conducts	 the	Hindi	Quiz 
during	 the	Hindi	Pakhwara	 in 

Gandhi Darshan. 

Students	of	Hindu	College,	Delhi	University	
receiving the first prize from Ms. Manimala, 

Director, GSDS, while Shri Deependra looks on.
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While assuring his full support to make Hindi, 
the Rashtrabhasha (national lanuage), Shri 
Sushil Kumar Shinde said: “It is Hindi 
which can only develop a strong bond in 
this diversified country of ours and keep the 
country united. Hindi is the connecting link 
of the country”.

He further added, “Hindi played a major 
role of bringing people of different caste, 
creed and community under one common 
umbrella during the freedom struggle”. 

Shri Shinde further compared the regional 
languages to ‘rivers’ and Hindi the ‘sea’, 
where the rivers merge. He emphasized 
the need to popularize Hindi literature 
and language. 

“nyaya Marg”, a book written by the 
Rashtrabhasha prachar Samiti Chairman, 
Chandrashekhar Dharamadhikari was 
launched by the Chief Guest on the 
occasion. 

The two-day Amrit Mohatsav focussed on 
the need for dialogue between regional 

75th anniversary Rashtrabhasha 
Prachar Samiti
Amrit	Mohatsav	emphasies	the	need	
to	popularize	Hindi	Language	and	
Literature

The Samiti in collaboration with the 
Rashtrabhasha prachar Samiti, Wardha – 
the institution established by Mahatma 
Gandhi – celebrated the Amrit Mohatsav 
– as part of the 75 years of its foundation – 
in Gandhi Darshan on March 16-17, 2013. 
union Home Minister, Shri Sushil Kumar 
Shinde inaugurated the programme which 
was attended by over 300 participants 
that included littérateurs and scholars from 
different states, artists and historians.

The others who were present on the 
inaugural session included Justice (Retd) 
Chandrashekhar (Dada) Dharamadhikari, 
Shri Anant Ram tripathi, Shri narayan 
Kumar, Shri Kailash Chandra pant, 
Ms. Manimala and Smt tara Gandhi 
Bhattacharjee. 

Union	Home	Minister,	 Shri	 Sushil	Kumar	Shinde	 (Centre),	 Smt.	Tara	Gandhi	Bhattacharjee,	Vice-Chairperson	
GSDS, Justice C Dharamadhikari (L), Shri Anant Ram Tripathi, Shri Narayan Kumar, Shri Kailash Chandra 
Pant and Ms. Manimala at the release function of the book during the inaugural programme of the Amrit 
Mohatsav, organized by the Rashtrabhasha Prachar Samiti and GSDS.
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languages and Hindi, as well as facing the 
challenges confronting Hindi. 

The Amrit Mohatsav was organized 
with public contribution.

•	 The	interference	of	English	on	Indian	Lan-
guages (Bharatiya bhashaon par angregi 
ka hastakshep) and 

•	 Indian	Languages	and	Globalisation	(Bha-
ratiya bhashaein aur bhumandalikaran).

Authors from the regional languages who 
have immensely contributed towards the 
promotion of the Hindi language were 
felicitated on the occasion. These included: 

The Amrit Mohatsav concluded on March 
17, 2013, with the resolution to enrich 
the Indian languages by working closer to 
face threats emanating from globalisation 
process. leader of opposition in lower 

Authors	from	the	regional	languages	who	have	immensely	contributed	towards	the	promotion	of	Hindi 
Language who were felicitated at the Amrit Mahotsav pose for a group photograph with the chief guest, 
Shri Sushil Kumar Sindhe.

 Shri Sushil Kumar Sindhe enjoying a 
conversation with Smt. Tara Gandhi 
Bhattacharjee.

Discussions were held on: 

•	 Dialogue between the Indian languages 
(Bharatiya bhashaon ka antarsamvad)
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house Smt Sushma Swaraj who was the chief 
guest on the occasion, delivered the 
valedictory address. She said Hinglish 
culture has spoiled the use of the Hindi 
language and blamed the media for 
perpetrating this trend. She demanded 
creation of universities for languages, 
translation of Hindi works to other language 
and vice-versa.

She also expressed her concern over the 
majority of the documentation work in 
parliament that is being done in english 
and said that this was a major roadblock 
hindering the development of Hindi and 
its acceptance across the country.

earlier, discussions were held on the theme: 
Indian languages and globalisation and 
Hindi	Sangathan	Aur	Bhavi	Dishayen	(Hindi 
Institutions and the Future prospect). 
Dr Chitra Mudgal, (a leading figure of 
modern Hindi literature) and Shri 
Achyutanand Mishra moderated the 
sessions respectively.

Discussants
1. Dr. Vishwanath prasad tiwari (Hindi)
2. Dr. Radha Ballhav tripathi (Sanskrit)
3. Shri H. Balasubramaniam (tamil)
4. Shri S. Shesharatnam (telegu)
5. Shri ebumattar Rajaraj Verma (Malayalam)
6. Ms. pratibhanand Kumar (Kannad)
7. Shri R. G Jagdhav (Marathi)
8. Ms. nabanita Devsen (Bangla)
9. Ms. pratibha Rai (oriya) 
10. Arup Barua (Assamese)
11. Shri Raghuvir Chauhury (Gujarati)
12. prof. Akhtarul Wase (urdu)
13. Dr. Brajnath Betab (Kashmiri)
14. Shri Mohan Singh (Dogri)
15. Dr. Vinod Asudani (Sindhi)
16. Shri Ramesh Weluskar (Konkani)
17. Shri Satish Kumar Verma (punjabi)
18. Shri Manprasad (nepali)
19. Shri Rajendra Mishra (oriya-Hindi)
20. Shri Ramashankar Dwivedi (Bangla-Hindi) 

Smt. Sushma Swaraj 
(Chief Guest) being 
felicitated by Dada 
Dharamadhikari with 
a memento at the 
valedictory function of 
the Amrit Mohatsav.
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Nelson Mandela International 
Day celebrated
on the occasion of anti-apartheid crusader 
nelson Mandela’s 94th birthday on July 18, 
2012, noted academician and humanitarian 
Dr. Rajmohan Gandhi called upon Indians 
to embrace the South African leader and 
consider him as their own. Dr. Gandhi was 
speaking at a function organised in Gandhi 
Darshan. The programme was organised 
in association with the South African 
High Commission in new Delhi, the Sun 
Foundation and touch of Hope Foundation. 
The theme of the programme was take 
Action. Inspire Change – Make every Day 
a Mandela Day.

Speaking on the occasion, South African 
High Commissioner H.e. Mr. Harris Majeke 
said: “While nelson Mandela is the father 
of South Africa, Mahatma Gandhi is our 
grandfather. Mandela was inspired by the 

Satyagraha campaign led by Gandhi. It was 
a compelling act of passive protest against 
oppression. This would later inspire the 
formation of AnC and strengthen Mandela’s 
belief in our shared humanity and leading a 
movement of passive resistance against the 
apartheid regime.”

Cultural programme by students of 
Springdales School, Dhaula Kuan was a 
major highlight of the programme.

earlier a rally of the bikers made a journey 
from Vasant Kunj and assembled at Gandhi 
Darshan spreading awareness on HIV 
AIDS. 

Srijan performs at Vijay Diwas
The music unit of Srijan, the Samiti’s 
educational centre, was invited to perform 
in the Vijay Diwas at Shaheed Bhawan 
at Aruna Asaf Ali Marg on December 
17, 2012. organised by the War Widows 
Association (WWA), the Vijay Diwas was 
organised to honour the martyrs and to pay 
homage to them. The students, performed 

Messengers	 for	 Peace: (Left): A view of the bikers 
carrying messages of ‘peace’ and ‘harmony’ arriving 
at Gandhi Darshan from Vasant Kunj, and (Below): 
Students of Springdales School, Dhaula Kuan, 
(Mandela Club) performs a traditional South African 
dance to celebrate the birthday of Nelson Mandela.
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patriotic songs and rendered bhajans on 
the occasion. 

The chief guest on the occasion was lt. 
Gen. K M Seth, former Governor of 
Manipur and Chattisgarh. Dr. Mohini V. 
Giri, Chairperson of WWA, Dr. Jyotsna 
Chatterjee, Mrs. Damayanti and Mrs. 
Gurmeet Singh were among others who 
were present on the occasion. 

Inter-faith Prayer meeting and 
condolence
to express grief and anguish over the heinous 
and savage act of violence against women all 
over the country, the Samiti in association 
with the Women’s Initiative for peace in 
South Asia organized an Inter-Faith Peace 
Prayer Meet in Gandhi Smriti on January 
1, 2013. Smt. Gursharan Kaur, Delhi Chief 
Minister Smt Sheila Dikshit, Dr. Mohini Giri, 
Dr. Vandana Shiva, Dr. Jyotsana Chatterjee, 
Dr. Srirupa Mitra Chaudhury, women 

activists, students and youth participated in 
the programme. 

All those who took part in the prayer 
meeting offered condolences to the 23-year 
old brave heart, nirbhaya, who lost her life 
to a ghastly barbaric act of violence against 
her. They pointed out that there was need 
for attitudinal and behavioural changes 
in the mindset of people to stop violence 
against women. 

on this occasion, Ms. Zakia Zaheer, recited 
a poem Maa Bach Gai Main. Ms. Rene 
Singh presented a composition Shakti, the 
women. A Sufi song dedicated to women 
was presented by Zila Khan. Dr. Kumud 
Diwan sung a bhajan on the occasion. 
later, A candle-light vigil was led by Smt. 
Gursharan Kaur at the Martyr’s Column. 

69th Nirvan Diwas of Kasturba 
Gandhi observed
to commemorate the 68th nirvan Diwas 
of Kasturba Gandhi, Director GSDS, Ms. 
Manimala led the staff of the Samiti in 
paying tributes to Ba at a small ceremony 
organised in Gandhi Darshan on February 
22, 2013.

End	the	heinous	crime: Above: Smt Gursharan Kaur, (second from left) leads the silent prayer for ‘Nirbhaya’ in 
Gandhi Smriti. Below (L & R) – A candle-light vigil was organized on the occasion and Smt. Gursharan Kaur, 
Dr. Mohini Giri, Ms. Manimala and others light candles at the Martyr’s Column, the spot where Mahatma 
Gandhi was assassinated.



ASSAM

 Children’s Camp on Gandhian 
way of life 
over 45 children from different districts 
of Dhemaji in Assam took part in a camp 
on Gandhian Way of Life from September 
1-3, 2012. organised by Asha Darshan, the 
camp was a medium to generate awareness 
on children’s rights and duties, besides 
involving them in constructive action along 
the Gandhian principles.  

 Youth Camp in Assam
Asha Darshan, in association with the Samiti 
organised a youth camp on Gandhian Way 
of life in different blocks of the Dhemaji 
district of Assam from September 4-6, 
2012. over 70 youth from the colleges 
and villages took part in the camp that 
highlighted crucial issues such as peace 
and conflict resolution, rights and duties of 
youth towards society, etc. This camp was 
crucial at a time when different districts 
of Assam, especially upper Assam faced 
ethnic clashes. 

 North East Regional Youth 
Leadership Training Camp on 
Gandhian Way of Life
The Samiti in association with Asha Darshan 
in Guwahati organized the north east 
Regional Youth leadership training Camp 
on Gandhian Way of life in Shanti Sadhana 
Ashram from August 9-12, 2012. eminent 
Gandhian Shri natwar Thakkar inaugurated 
the camp. The camp was organized by 
Ms. Biju Borbaruah, Managing trustee, 
Asha Darshan on behalf of the GSDS. 76 

participants organized the camp. 

In his address, Shri natwar Thakkar, spoke 
on the ethnic unrest in the north east India 
and the rest of the country. emphasizing on 
people’s lack of tolerance, he underlined that 
non-violent methods are key to achieving 
peace in the society. Reflecting on Mahatma 
Gandhi’s non-violent methods, he said that 
Gandhi was the greatest communicator 
who could resolve differences and win 
hearts of his opponents through dialogues 
and mistrust. 

The valedictory function was addressed 
by Shri Hembhai, eminent Gandhian. Shri 
Dibyojyoti Saikia spoke on the Role of the 
Youths in Development of the Coutnry in 
the Gandhian perspectives and stressed on 
the implementation of handicrafts and re-
developing the khadi and village industries. 

 District Level Children 
Leadership Camp on Gandhian 
Way of Life
A district level “Children leadership 
Camp on Gandhian Way of life” was 
organized by the Samiti in association 
with Asha Darshan from September 1-3, 
2012 in Rupknowar Jyoti prasad Agarwal 
Memorial Hall, Dhemaji in Assam. 40 
participants took part in the camp. Ms 
Biju Borbaruah, Managing trustee, 
Asha Darshan coordinated the camp on 
behalf of the GSDS. The resource persons 
for the camp were: Dr pushpa Gogoi, Dr 
Basanata Doley and Baby Morang Doley. 
Concept of peace and non-violence were 
discussed at length with the participating 
children. 
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Youth leadership camp for 
creation of self employment
national Youth project (nYp) of Arunachal 
pradesh in association with the Gandhi 
Smriti & Darshan Samiti, new Delhi 
conducted the Youth Leadership Camp 
on Creation of Self Employment at Bharat 
Scout & Guide training Centre, polo 
Colony, naharlagun-Itanagar, Arunachal 
pradesh from May 6-10, 2012. During the 
camp various resource persons and guests 
interacted with the participants 
who came from various states of 
north east India. 

152 participants from states of 
Assam, tripura, Meghalaya, Sikkim 
and Arunachal pradesh took part 
and learn many new inputs for 
their idea to strengthen for the self 
employment.

The other people who participated in 
the camp included: Congress leader 
and adviser to CM, tako Dabi; 
Director Agriculture (Marketing) 
A. K. purakayastha; District 
Commissioner onit panyang; State 
nYp president H. p. Biswas and 
Shri A. K. Sharan. Various students 
also interacted with the resource 
persons during the camp and learnt 
several skills. 

participants from Assam, 
Arunachal pradesh, Meghalaya, 
Sikkim, Maharashtra and Delhi 
participated. Ms. lalita and Ms. 

Reena, volunteers and Shri Rizwan-ur-
Rahman of the Samiti participated in the 
programme. 

The last day of the camp was presided 
over by Dr Manimala, Director GSDS. 
During the day Shri A.K. Sharan, Secretary, 
Gandhi Smarak nidhi, punjab, Himachal 
and Haryana Region interacted with the 
campers along with other guests Shri 
pradeep Kumar senior journalist and Shri 
H.p. Biswas, president nYp. In the brief 
valedictory function, certificates distributed 
to all the campers and the resource persons. 

(Above and Below): Participants engaged in a group discussion 
during the Youth Leadership Camp and

the flag hoisting ceremony.
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Youth Camp in Arunachal Pradesh
The Samiti in association with national 
Youth project, organized a youth training 
camp in Arunachal pradesh from 
December 29-31, 2012. Rakesh Sharma, 
Deependra Avinash, Rajni Kumari, Rekha 
Kumari, Bishwanath Mathur, Manjit Kumar 
participated in the training camp which 
was conducted by eminent Gandhian, Dr. 
S n Subba Rao. 

Manipur Legal awareness camp
The two-day state level legal Awareness 
Camp on Women and Girls in Manipur 
was organized by the Samiti in association 
with Society for Human Welfare and 
education on March 9-10, 2013 at the 
State Youth Hostel, Khuman lampak, 
Imphal, Manipur. About 100 women from 
different places in Manipur participated in 
the camp. present on the occasion were: 
Dr Riyazuddin Falahi, Smt p Bimola Devi, 
Chairperson, Imphal east Zila parishad, 
Govt of Manipur, Abdul Qayyum, Sr. 
Advocate, Guwahati High Court; Mohd. 

Saaquib, programme Coordinator, SHWe; 
Smt. nurjahan Begum, Vice president, 
All Manipur Muslim Women Welfare 
organisation; K Maharabi Singh, Member 
Commission for protection of Child life 
and other resource persons.

Youth participants at the Youth Camp in Arunachal 
Pradesh organized by the National Youth Project.

Participants at the Youth Convention in Imphal. 

Two-day state level Youth 
Convention organised
The Samiti in association with Society for 
Human Welfare and education in Manipur 
organised a two-day state level Youth 
Convention on May 24-25, 2012 at State 
Youth Hostel, Khuman, lampak, Imphal, 
Manipur. 

The objective of the programme was to 
sensitize the youth and adolescents as 
well as other stakeholders such as parents, 
teachers, community leaders, government 
functionaries about the needs, problems 
and participation of adolescents through 
awareness building and advocacy. 100 youth 
in the age group of 13-35 representing 
different communities of Muslims, Meiteis 
(Hindu), Christians and Scheduled tribes, 
etc and different nGos, colleges and 
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university, youth clubs participated in the 
convention. 

Some of the issues that were raised during 
the convention were: 

1. Morality ethics and spirituality of youth

2. Future perspective of youth

3. local capacity for peace

4. Adolescents and Drug Abuse

5. Role of Youth in Social Reconstruction

6. Involvement of youth in politics

7. Social Impacts of Globalisation in the 
state

Some of the speakers who participated in 
programme were: Mr Ayub Khan, Secretary 
MeSDo, Manipur; Dr. Mohd Riyajuddin 
Falahi, Secretary of SHWe; Haji Mohd. 
Hesamuddin Sheikh, former minister of 
Minor Irrigation and Chairman, lDA, Govt 
of Manipur. 

 A Force More Powerful: Teacher 
Training in Peace Education
A four day Teacher Training in Peace 
Education in Manipur was organized by 
the Samiti in association with Standing 
together to enable peace trust, new Delhi 
chapter from August 29 to September 1, 
2014.The programme was organized in 
Imphal and Churachanpur District. Values 
of non-violence, culture of peace and 
non-violent struggle were discussed in the 
context of school life in the region in this 
training. 

The purpose of training programme was 
to use of principles of peace education. 
Students CC Higher Sec School and 

Brighter Academy participated in everyday 
life. principals, social workers and 
school coordinators participated in the 
consultancy. 

Discussions and training was organised 
on peace education, Social Justice, peace 
Building, ecology, Direct Violence, Science 
and technology, Business and Finance, 
education, Spirituality and, Health. 

The concept of peace education was 
discussed at length, connecting it with 
the schools approaches to promoting their 
respective vision. The national policy stand 
point on peace education in terms of 
national Curriculum Framework 2005, 
Right to education (Rte), Comprehensive 
and Continuous evaluation (CCe) and 
nCeRt as well as the position taken by 
unICeF were introduced. 

The participants expressed the need to 
introduce ‘peace education’ both for the 
students and teachers in schools. They 
thought it would be a way to build good 
character of the students and make them 
more peaceful citizens. This would also help 
promote peace in the society. 

Field work was conducted as part of the 
training programme. A discussion with the 
students was encouraged to understand how 
they would tackle violence in their daily 
lives and promotes peace, which is lasting. 
An activity to better understand violence 
and peace called “peace Continuum” was 
conducted with the students. 

The participating institutions included St. 
Mary’s School and H M english High 
School, pitambara english School, Gilgal 
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High School lalpuithlnaii Foundation 
School, urippok tondonsana High 
chool, Samaritan trust, Modern english 
High School, united nGo Mission 
Manipur, St. Dominic Savio High School, 
phungichothang High School, V K tawa 
College, lanva Model High School, Don 
Bosco Higher Secondary School and others 
was conducted. 

An interaction with the Deputy 
Commissioner of Churachandpur District 
Ms Jacinta lazarus was also organized by 
the resource persons 

As part of the training programme, a 
workshop of the students and teachers, 
including principals on peace education, 
focusing on understanding identity as the 
cause of conflict – that leads to stereotype, 
prejudices, discrimination and violence – 
was discussed. 33 students and teachers 
from four schools participated. ‘peace 
Cards’, ‘peace Drawings’ with messages on 

peace were displayed during the training 
programme. 

 Capacity Building Programme 
on Women Human Rights 
Defenders (Meira Paibis)
The Samiti in association with Human 
Rights Initiative, Thangapat, Mapal, 
Manipur organised several programmes 
on Capacity Building Programme on Women 
Human	 Rights	 Defenders	 (Meira	 Paibis)	
of Manipur, Imphal. Several programmes 
were organized, the details of which, are 
as under:

The objectives of the programme were: 

•	 To	build	the	capacity	among	the	Women	
Human Rights Defenders (Meirapaibis) 
of Manipur to realize their individual 
and community’s rights by adopting 
Gandhian philosophy and values of 
non-violence.

Women Torch Bearers, the Meira Paibis protest against 
the	violation	of	Human	Rights	 in	 Imphal.
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•	 To	 streamline	 the	 functions	 and	 re-
sponsibilities of grass root level Women 
Human Rights Defenders (Meira paibis) 
within the purview of Domestic law for 
the promotion and protection of Human 
Rights.

•	 To	 empower	 these	 Women	 Human	
Rights Defenders (Meira paibis) to deal 
with the perpetrators/law violators (state 
& non state actors) in maintaining peace 
and harmony in the society. other pro-
grammes that were organised were:

1. october 3-4, 2012 in Imphal east Dis-
trict. 

2. october 27-28, 2012 in Imphal West 
District.

3. november 10-11, 2012 in Bishnupur 
District

4. and December 15-16, 2012 in Thoubal 
District. 

The resource persons for the programmes 
included: 

1. Mr. Wahengbam Joykumar, executive 
Director, HRI; 

2. Mr. paikhomba, Advocate 

3. Mr. Meihoubam Rakesh, Advocate/ Di-
rector, HRln; and

4. Smt. phanjoubam Sakhi Devi, president, 
AMKIl on “Concept of Meira paibis” 

Discussions on the universal Declaration of 
Human Rights; Concept of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Rights (Indian Context); 
overviews of laws relating to Women 
(CeDAW, DVA, ItpA); Basic entitlement 
of Right to food, Welfare schemes relating 

to women and Concept of Meira paibis 
were highlight of the programmes. Several 
workshops on team-building and group 
initiatives were undertaken to ensure 
maximum participation. 

A discussion on the Meira paibis about 
basic requirements for arrest, detention and 
interrogation i.e. eleven principles ordered 
by the Apex Court of the Country in the 
judgement of Supreme Court case namely 
D.K. Basu Vs union of India, 1997 of which 
incorporated it in the section 40C of CrpC 
was also held. 

The Meira paibis were also oriented about 
various schemes relating to women such as: 

1. national Maternity Benefit Schemes

2. Janani Suraksha Yojana

3. Janani Sishu Suraksha Karikram

4. Rastriya Swastha Vima Yojana

5. Indira Gandhi national old age pension 
Scheme

6. Indira Awaaz Yojana

7. MGnReGS etc

A mass rally by Meira Paibis as part of the programme. 
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Programme as part of Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar Jyanti Celebrations:

•	 Quiz	 and	 Essay	 Competitions	 among	
1300 students in collaboration with Sa-
magra Shikshan evam Vikas Sansthan, 
Bethia, West Champaran, Bihar. About 
100 schools participated in the pro-
gramme on April 14, 2012. 

•	 Programmes	 on	 the	 completion	 of	 95	
years of Gandhiji‘s arrival in Champaran 
in collaboration with Samajik Shodh 
evam Vikas Kendra in Motihari, Bihar. 
About 5000 people participated in the 
programme on April 15, 2012.

As a prelude to the 100 Years of the 
Champaran Satyagraha, several 
programmes were organised: 

EAST CHAMPARAN: A “Yuva Sanskar 
parshikshan Shivir” was organised in 
Mehsi, Champaran from August 24-26, 
2012 that saw the participation of almost 
70 participants. 

WEST CHAMPARAN: A “Weavers 
Conclave” was organised in Mehsi 
Champaran on August 24, 2012 with 
almost 200 participants enthusiastically 
participating in the programme. The 
programme was organised in association 
with Samajik Arthik Shikshan evam Vikas 
Kendra (West Champaran). 

A view of the entrance of Rajkiya Buniyadi Vidyalaya in Champaran.
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pAtnA August 22-23, 2012: A meeting 
to develop a Research proposal to re-visit 
and re-write the history of Champaran 
Satyagraha was held in patna. 

Another conference was organised in 
Bhagalpur on August 23, 2012 to develop 
a framework to work and build a society 
based on sarva dharma sambhav in the riot 
affected areas of Bhagalpur.

 Rajkiya Buniyadi Vidyalaya, 
Vrindavan, West Champaran 
The Samiti in collaboration with the 
Rajkiya Buniyadi Vidyalaya, Vrindaba, 
West Champaran, Bihar is imparting value 
education to students for employment 
generation Various activities are conducted 
throughout the year for creating awareness 
about Gandhian values and their day-to-
day applications. 

i. A sanitation cam-
paign was launched 
in the entire pan-
chayat region and 
the administration 
happily conferred 
the title of ‘nirmal 
panchayat’ upon it. 

ii. every family of the panchayat is having 
toilets built in their homes and

iii. District officers and teachers have been 
honoured for their selfless service to the 
community. 

iv. new enrolment campaign was initiated

v. Bapu Kuwar Singh and Mahavir Jayanti 
were celebrated and awareness of the 
leaders of 1857, the first war of India’s 
Independence was told. 

vi. labour Day (May 1) was celebrated 
and awareness of rights of the people 
engaged in different forms of labour was 
highlighted and 

vii. programmes have also been initiatied 
for children engaged in manual labour 
and livind in temporary shelter homes. 
Also special attention is being given to 
children with hearing impairedness and 
children who are unable to speak. 

Children in the Buniyadi 
Vidyalaya in Champaran 

attending a session on 
sanitation and hygiene.
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As part of its expansion programmes to 
take the message of Mahatma Gandhi 

to different sections of the society, the 
Samiti has been working for the welfare 
of the inmates in Central prisons of tihar 
(the largest prison in Asia) with an aim 
to involve the inmates in constructive 
programmes through dialogue and value-
based programmes. 

The initiative – started in 1999 and 
inaugurated bu veteran Gandhian leader 
Shri Sadiq Ali – was a small, but significant 
step, towards providing solace to a section 
of the deprived humanity. 

The few initiatives of the GSDS in tihar 
areas follows: 

•  Health Centre

on behalf of the GSDS, Dr. Manju Aggarwal 
has been rendering medical services at 
Central Jail no 4, for the past many years. 
During the year 2012-13, she treated 1964 
patients for different illnesses, i.e. backache, 
depression, diabeties, hypertension, acidity, 
etc. A naturopathy doctor by procession, 
Dr. Aggarwal says that ‘naturopathy’ “Is 
a drugless therapy. In this pathy, there 
is no side effect”. She further informs 
that in prisoners headquarters, on ‘arogya’ 

health centre is functioning, 
where she has been teaching 
reflexology thrice a week.

Above: Ms. Manimala, Director 
GSDS along with Smt. Vimla 
Mehra (IPS) Director General of 
Prisons inaugurating the Charkha 
Unit in Jail No 4. Below: (Centre) 
Shri Mihilal, senior weaver of 
the Samiti and his son Shri Ram 
Prasad (front) imparting training 
at the Charkha Unit to the 
inmates.
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Indian inmages and 7 foreigners (nigerian) 
ae engaged in spinning. Sh. Mirilal, senior 
weaver of the Samiti has been imparting 
training to the inmates. The inmates are given 
wages for the spinning work undertaken by 
them.

•  Cutting and  tailoring

A cutting and tailoring centre – initiated 
by the GSDS in tihar Central prisons 
– has been running smoothly. In this 
unit, 7 inmates are working and they are 
being given wages for their work. During 
the year 2012-13, an amount of Rupees 
two lakh has been raised as part of 
the production from their work, out of 
which 10 per cent (of Rs 2, 00, 000/-) 
has been deposited in the prisoners 
Welfare Fund. 

•  Charkha Unit

In Central Jail no 4, one Charkha unit has 
been started by the GSDS. In this unit 7 

Weaving	a	hope	 for	 future: Charkha Training in progress at the Central Prisons in Tihar, Jail No 4. Also a 
view of the Tailoring Unit (extreme left), where Dr. Manju Aggarwal is seen interacting with the authorities..



International Day of Families – 
Ensuring Work Family Balance
The Samiti as part of the International 
Day of Families organized a discussion 
in Gandhi Darshan on May 18, 2012. 
Dr. Kiran Mehra Kerpelman, Director 
UNIC for India and Bhutan, Ambassador 
K V Rajan, former Secretary MEA 
and Dr. Dipti Priya participated in the 
discussion. Ms. Manimala, Director 
GSDS also participated. The theme 
of the discussion was to ensure work 
family balance – i.e, balance between 
husband and wife. Ms. Sameena Begum, 
a housewife from Mumbai, who lost her 
husband in 2005 and a mother of five 
children, shared her experiences. Ms. 
Monika Suri and Prof. Dr. Abha Singh 
also shared their experiences. The staff also 
participated in the discussion. 

The speakers unanimously discussed issues 
such as poverty, education and hoped 
that social disparity be removed. They 

felt that there should be both physical, 
psychological, emotional balance within 
family to have a balance outside. 

During the meeting, Dr. Kerpelman, read 
out the message of the UN Secretary 
General, Ban Ki Moon. In his message, 
Ban Ki Moon highlighted: This year’s 
International Day of Families highlights the 
need for work-family balance. The aim is 
to help workers everywhere provide for 
their families financially and emotionally, 
while also contributing to the socio-economic 
development of their societies.

Tana Bhagats are role models 
for entire nation: S P Verma

A day-long dialogue on the Role of Tana 
Bhagats in the Freedom Struggle was 
organised in Gandhi Darshan on August 9, 
2012. 70 Tana Bhagats from different areas 
in Jharkhand took part in the conference, 
organised to highlight the role of the Tana 
Bhagats in the freedom struggle and to 
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Dr. Kiran Mehra Kerpelmen, Director United Nations Information Centre for India and Bhutan and 
Ms. Manimala, speaking at the dialogue on the International Day of Families in Gandhi Darshan.
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discuss their present condition. The chief 
guest on the occasion was Padmashri Shri S 
P Verma, from Jammu and Kashmir Shri G 
V V S Prasad from Andhra Pradesh was the 
guest of honour. Ms. Manimala, Director 
GSDS was also present on the occasion.

Addressing the gathering, Shri S P Verma 
from Gandhi Global Family expressed 
concern over the plight of the Tana Bhagats 
and called for major initiatives by people and 
Government to understand the conditions 
of the Adivasi people and to take steps 
towards providing avenues for their growth.

Calling Tana Bhagats as ‘role models’ for 
entire nation, Shri Verma said: “It is 
important for all of us to learn from 
them about their culture, their history 
and their way of living”. Referring to 
Mahatma Gandhi’s contribution in social 
regeneration, he said that the society 
must gear up to fight different forms of 
social evils.He further announced that 
the Mahatma Gandhi Seva Medal – that 

is being awarded by the Gandhi Global 
Family – will be awarded to the Tana 
Bhagats. 

Earlier Ms. Manimala, Director of the Samiti 
reiterated the fact that the Adivasi people 
and community has been victim of the 
state. Stating that the tribals played a 
dominant role in the freedom struggle, she 
said that effort of the Samiit has been to 
make initiatives towards their development 
and strengthening their community from 
disintegration.

National Convention on Cultural 
Diversity and Development
Almost 150 participants from different 
colleges and universities in Delhi and NCR 
participated at the National Convention 
on Cultural Diversity and Development 
in Gandhi Darshan from August 29-30, 
2012. The convention, organised by Gandhi 
Smriti and Darshan Samiti had also the 
participation of academicians, professors, 

(Left): Participants from the Tana Bhagat Sangathan in a discussion on “Role of Tana Bhagats in the 
Freedom Struggle” in Gandhi Darshan and (Right): Participants offering their tributes to Gandhiji at the 
Martyr’s Column.
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research scholars from different universities 
across India. 

The key note address was delivered by Dr. 
Sukrita Paul Kumar, professor at University 
of Delhi and Dr. K K Chakravarty, Vice-
Chairman of the Delhi Institute of Heritage 
Research and Management.

Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala and Vice-
Chairperson GSDS, Smt. Tara Gandhi 
Bhattacharjee also addressed the gathering. 
Shri Vedabhyas Kundu, programme officer, 
GSDS gave an outline of the programme. 

The others who spoke at the convention 
included: 

•	 Dr	 Geetha	 Vivekanandhan,	 College	 of	
Vocational Studies, Delhi University:- 
Flat World and Cultural Diversity

•	 Prof	 Biswamoy	 Pati,	 Readier,	 Dept.	 of	
History, Delhi University: Stereotyping 
and identity formation: Visibilizing the 
ínvisible’in colonial Orissa

•	 Dr	 Vikas	 Gupta,	 Assistant	 Professor,	
Faculty of Social Science, Delhi Univer-
sity: Cultural diversity, pluralism versus 
contest of identities in modern education

•	 Dr.	A	K	Merchant,	Bahai	House	of	Wor-
ship - Ethnocentrism & neo-racism

•	 Prof	Desmond	L	Kharmawphlang,	Prof.	
and HoD, Dept of Cultural and Creative 
Studies, North Easter Hill University, 
Shillong– Globalization and Folklore: 
The Khasi Perspective

•	 Prof	Ganesh	Devy,	eminent	scholar	and	
thinker from Baroda – The Linguistic 
Diversity on the Brink

•	 Dr	 Debarati	 Bandopadhyay,	 Dept.	 of	
English, Visva Bharati University, Shan-
tiniketan: Uneven Development, Cultural 
Diversity and Ecocide in India Today: 
Reflections in the Literary Mirror

•	 Dr	 Komal	 Singha,	 Institute	 for	 Social	
and Economic Change, Bangalore:- 
Community, Political Entitlement and 
Economic Development in North East 
India

•	 Shri	Arvind	Anjum,	Sr.	Activist	–	Diver-
sity and the Question of Cultural Identity

•	 Prof.	 Gattu	 Satyanarayana,	 Retd	 Prof,	
osmania Univeristy: - Indian Society: 
Cultural Diversity and Development (A 
study of Perspectives and Problems)

•	 Dr.	 Sudatta	 Bhattacharjee,	 Springdales	
School, Dhaula Kuan – Cultural Diver-
sity – Discrimination to Celebration

•	 Prof.	 Pradip	 Purohit,	 Gandhamardhan	
Sunkkhya Parishad, orissa: Develop-
ment vs Destruction: A Case Study from 
Orissa 

In the pix (from L to R) Shri Vedabhyas Kundu, Programme 
Officer GSDS, Dr. K K Chakravarty, Vice-Chairman of the 
Institute of Heritage Research and Management, Dr. Sukrita Paul 
Kumar, Professor, Delhi University and Ms. Manimala, Director 
GSDS at the inaugural programme of the National Convention 
on Cultural Diversity and Development in Gandhi Darshan.
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•	 Ms.	Monika	 Saini,	 Department	 of	 An-
thropology, Delhi University:- Health 
Development and Cultural Diversity 
among Tribes of Madhya Pradesh

•	 Ms.	Komal	Jha,	Department	of	Anthro-
pology Delhi University: Bio-cultural 
Diversity and Impact of Developmen-
tal Programs among Gonds of Madhya 
Pradesh

•	 Prof.	 Om	 Gupta,	 Prof	 (Retd).	 Indian	
Institute of Mass Communication

•	 Dr	 Gadda	 Kumar	 A	 Swamy,	 Associ-
ate Professor, Centre for Folk Culture 
Studies, University of Hyderabad Uni-
versity:- Telangana region in the Mass 
Media: A study on the Cultural Diversity 
and representation of the region in Popu-
lar Culture

•	 Ms.	 Zalak	 Trivedi,	 Social	 Media	 Net-
working Personnel from the Gujarat 
Institute of Research and Development, 
Ahmedabad :- History of Indian Televi-
sion Soap Operas: Understanding of the 
Indian-ness of Indian Culture 

•	 Shri	 Ashesh	 Nayak,	 Research	 Scholar,	
Assam University: The Dialectics of Me-
dia, Culture and Violence- An experiment 
through non-violence

•	 Prof.	 Swadesh	 Singh,	 JNU,	 Centre	 for	
the Study on Discrimination and Ex-
clusion, School of Social Science: Rep-
resentation and Exclusion of Dalits in 
Print Media: Case Study of Newspapers 
of Uttar Pradesh 

•	 Ms.	Archana	Shastri,	Educator	and	Art-
ist, Indira Gandhi National Centre for 
Arts	 (IGNCA),	Delhi	 -	Revitalizing the 
Indian society through education and 
creativity

•	 Ms.	Amita	Dahiya,	UNV	National	Co-
ordinator, United Nations Volunteers 
:- Volunteerism and Cultural Diversity

•	 Prof.	 Sushanta	 Kumar	 Rath,	 Assistant	
Prof in Mathematics, BJB College, Puri, 
odisha: Globalization in Higher Educa-
tion: The Gandhian Perspective 

•	 Mrs.	C.	 Indira	Das	Gupta,	Asia	 Pacific	
Representative, IAVE

A view of the National Convention on “Cultural Diversity 
and Development” in Gandhi Darshan in progress.
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•	 Dr.	 D.	 K	 Bhattacharya,	 former	 HOD,	
Dept. of Anthropology, Delhi University

•	 Dr	Yutika	Mishra,	Centre	for	Gandhian	
Studies, Delhi University:- Cultural Di-
versity and Women- Issues of Identity 
and Development

•	 Dr.	Sangita	Dhal,	Dept.	of	Political	Sci-
ence, Kalindi College – Cultural Diver-
sity and Citizen Rights – Reflections on 
India’s Tryst with Democracy

•	 Prof	 Harihar	 Mishra,	 Retd	 Director,	
Centre for Research in oriental Studies: 
Gandhian Concept of Religion and Indian 
Secularism

•	 Ms.	 Shivani	 Singh,	 Research	 Scholar,	
Dept of Sociology IGNoU: Understand-
ing the flat world: Intersecting identities 
and gender stereotyping for women work-
ers of call centre industry

•	 Ms.	 Avantika	 Singh,	 Research	 Scholar,	
Dept of Sociology, IGNoU : Dalit Ma-
hilaon Par Dharam ka Prabhaav: Ek 
Samaajshastriya Adhyan

•	 Shri	 Om	 Prakash	 Manjhi,	 Research	
Scholar, Dept of Sociology, IGNoU : 
Issues of Identity of migrated Dalit Bihari 
community and cultural stereotyping in 
contemporary India

•	 Ms.	Nivedita	Singh	–	Bundeli Folk The-
atre and Culture – A dialogue and 

•	 Mr.	Mumtaz	Ahmad	Numani	&	Mr.	Jan	
Mohammad lone, Research Scholars, 
Department	 of	 History	 &	 Philosophy,	
Aligarh Muslim University - An over-
view analysis of religious fundamentalism 
in India

National Conference from 
Gramdaan to Gram Swaraj 
organised
A national conference on Gramdan to 
Gram Swaraj Tak was organised in Gandhi 
Darshan on october 15-16, 2012. over 
200 participants from 15 states took part 
in the programme. The conference was 
coordinated by Shri Jayawant Matkar. The 
participants at the conference said that 
Gram Swaraj should be well representative 
of all interests of people. Director GSDS Ms. 
Manimala was also present on the occasion. 

Dr. Parag Cholkar delivered the key-note 
address. He said, “Gramdan is an important 
concept of eternal relevance which was 
propagated by Acharya Vinoba Bhave. 
It was a step ahead of Bhoodan which 
also aimed at distribution of land through 
sharing. Tracing the history of Bhoodan 
and Gramdan movements he said, “Vinoba 
traveled all over the country for 13 years 
covering 65000 kilometers and collected 48 

Shri Jayvant Matkar, speaking at the National 
Convention on Gram Daan to Gram Swaraj in 
Gandhi Darshan.
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lakh acres of land in gift for distribution 
among landless poor. It is unparalleled 
in human history that using love as an 
instrument of social change land issue was 
handled on such a massive scale. 

Shri Matkar spoke about self reliant villages 
as a Swadeshi concept and said that village 
should produce and utilize goods and 
services produced locally. 

Dr. Ramjee Singh, former Member of 
Parliament former VC of Jain Bharati 
University gave the presidential remarks and 
pointed out the neglect of the rural areas. 
He hoped that the departure from Gram 
Swaraj is responsible for the deplorable 
conditions of the villages.

Dialogue on Save Ganga and 
Save Himalayas organised

A day-long dialogue on Save Ganga and 
Save Himalayas was organised on March 
12, 2013 in Gandhi Darshan. organised 
by the Samiti in association with the Save 
Ganga and Save Himalayas Movement, 
almost 70 people took part in the dialogue. 
The theme of the dialogue was: “Making 
our	National	River	Ganga	Aviral	&	Nirmal:	
What	 we	 must	 do”?	 Smt.	 Ram	 Rauta,	
expert member, NGRBA, Government of 
India, Save Ganga Movement initiated the 
dialogue. 

Among those who took part in the dialogue 
included H.H. Swami Chidanand Saraswati, 
Head Parmarth Niketan, Rishikesh, 
New Delhi; H.H. Swami Nikhilanandaji, 
Regional Head, Chinmaya Mission, New 
Delhi;	 H.H.	 Acharya	 (Dr)	 Lokesh	 Muni,	

President, Ahimsa Vishwa Bharti, New 
Delhi; H.H. Swami Kailashanand, Pramukh 
Kalimata Mandir; H.H. Devikinandan 
Thakurji, Vishwa Shanti Trust, Vrindavan; 
H.H. Swami Agnivesh, Bandhua Mukti 
Morcha; Shri Paramjeet Singh Chandok, 
Member Gurudwara Prabandhak 
Committee, Delhi; Dr. A K Merchant, 
Trustee, Sarvodaya International Trust, 
Delhi Chapter; Dr. Vinod Tare, Coordinator, 
GRBMP, IIT, Kanpur; Shri M C Mehta, 
noted Environmentalist and Supreme Court 
Advocate; Smt. Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee, 
Vice-Chairperson, GSDS; and people from 
different sections of the society. 

Discussions were held on the theme: 

1. Making our National River Ganga Avi-
ral	 and	Nirmal	 (clean	 and	pure):	 Legal	
Perspective	 –	 (the	 declaration	 of	 the	
Ganga as National River and prom-
ulgation of the National River Ganga 
Basin Management Act must be done 
by	parliamentary	 legislation)	

2. Policy of zero pollution and

3. Policy of Minimum Interference with 
the Natural Flow

Distinguished gathering at the dialogue on “Save 
Ganga and Save Himalays” in Gandhi Darshan. 
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Exhibition on ‘Great Indian 
Women Freedom Fighters’ 
inaugurated 

A special exhibition on Great Indian 
Women	Freedom	Fighters	was	inaugurated	
by the Samiti on April 28, 2012 in Gandhi 
Smriti.	 Shri	 Jatin	 Das,	 (eminent	 sculptor	
and	 painter);	 Dr.	 Mohini	 Giri,	 (social	
worker and founder director of Guild of 
Services);	Smt.	Radha	Bhatt	 (Chairperson,	
Gandhi	Peace	Foundation)	and	Ms.	Pamela	
Phillipose,	 (Editor	 of	 Women	 Features	
Service),	 inaugurated	 the	 exhibition.	 Ms.	

Manimala, Director of the Samiti joined the 
inaugural ceremony.

The exhibition is part of the series of 
programmes planned by the Samiti to 
mark the centenary celebrations of the 
commemoration of the re-emergence of 
Delhi as the National Capital. 

In her speech that saw fire, zeal and full 
of enthusiasm, Dr. Mohini Giri said that 
it is because of the undaunted and fearless 
struggle for independence by freedom 
fighters, especially women, who supported 
their men from both within the boundaries 
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s Left: Noting History: 
Children jotting down 
points from the exhibition 
on Great Women Freedom 
Fighters in Gandhi 
Smriti and Below: Dr. 
Mohini Giri lights the 
inaugural lamp during 
the inauguration of the 
exhibition as Ms. Radha 
Bhatt (extreme right), Shri 
Jatin Das, Ms. Manimala 
and Ms. Pamila Phillipose 
look on.
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of home and outside, that “we are able to 
breathe the fresh air of freedom”. Calling 
women as ‘atom bomb of peace”, Dr. Giri 
urged the youth to work for the betterment 
of the society and stand by women in 
distress. She lamented that women are 
victimized in many areas and that they need 
to be given proper education and awareness 
about their rights. 

Smt. Radha Bhatt in her address urged the 
youth and children who were present on 
the occasion to undertake a research on 
the women freedom fighters and search for 
those who are rarely mentioned in history, 
yet their contribution in the national 
freedom struggle is significant. She also 
proposed for all help in finding out the 
details of such unsung women freedom 
fighters. 

Calling “charkha” as an embodiment of 
‘shakti’ and associating it with women 
freedom fighters, Ms. Pamila Phillipose 
said that the time is ripe for young men 
and women to plunge into the social sector 
and work for the deprived. She further said 
that Mahatma Gandhi was a great moral 
force behind bringing the women into the 

national mainstream during the freedom 
struggle. She specifically mentioned about 
the contribution of the Tribal women during 
the freedom movement and appreciated the 
efforts of the Samiti for exhibiting the role 
of tribal women in the freedom struggle. 

Shri Jatin Das in his address spoke about 
the simplicity of Mahatma Gandhi and said 
that people from different sections of the 
society barring caste, creed and sex were 
attracted to Gandhiji because of his strong 
principles of sarvodaya. He hoped that the 
charkha spinning classes are revived in the 
Samiti since Charkha teaches discipline 
and honesty. 

Earlier in her welcome address, Ms. 
Manimala, said that it was impossible to 
include all the names of all the women 

(Above): Dr. Sita Bimbra performs a bhajan on Nari Shakti on the occasion and 
(Below): Ms. Radha Bhatt (left) and Shri Jatin Das (right) addresses the gathering.
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freedom fighters of India. Calling the 
exhibition	a	tribute	to	women	power,	(nari	
shakti),	 Ms.	 Manimala	 said:	 “This	 is	 a	
tribute to those great forces behind the men 
who participated directly or indirectly in 
the freedom struggle. This is a tribute to the 
innumerable unknown and unsung women 
leaders who gave their life for the cause of 
freedom”. She further said that one panel 
would always remain blank as a tribute 
to these unsung heroes whose names will 
perhaps never be known to the world. 

The Director also acknowledged the entire 
team that worked towards developing 
the exhibition. The team included: Shri 
Vedabhyas Kundu, Smt. Shashwati Jahalani, 
Shri Rajdeep Pathak, Smt. Shubhangi 
Girdhar, Shri Raman Kumar, Shri Shivdutt, 
Ms. lalita, Shri Pankaj and Shri Manoj. 

The programme began with bhajans and 
patriotic songs by children’s choir of Srijan, 
the Samiti’s Educational Centre led by 
Smt.	Urmil	Wadhera.	Dr.	Sita	Bimbra,	also	
rendered a self composed and worded song 
on ‘Ba’, Kasturba Gandhi – Bhuvana Mohini 
Kasturba Ma on the occasion. 

During the year, the following 
exhibitions were prepared for: 

 i. High Commission of India, 
Nairobi (Kenya)

 ii. Exhibition at Indraprastha Col-
lege for Women, Delhi University

 iii. Karnataka Gandhi Smarak 
Nidhi, Bangalore and

 iv. Khalsa College of Education, 
Amritsar.

Dignitaries along with the Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala viewing the exhibition on “Great Indian Women 
Freedom Fighters” in Gandhi Smriti.
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The Samiti participated in the following Book Fairs: 

	•	 Gurgaon – April 20-23, 2012 organised by National Book Trust. Shri Sameer 
and Ms lalita participated. 

		•	 Ahmedabad – May 1-7, 2012 organised by Ahmedabad Municipal Corpora-
tion.	Mr.	Manish	and	Mr	Yatender	participated.	

	•	  Srinagar – June 2-8, 2012. This was organised by the National Book Trust 
at S P College, M A Road, Srinagar. Shri Raman and Shri Mohan took part 
in this. 

	•	  Aiwani Ghalib, New Delhi – July 31, 2012. Celebrating the birth anniversary 
of Mirza Ghalib. A stall was put to exhibit the books and Gandhiana. 

	•	 Chattisgarh –  Toppers Educational Society, Raipur – September 14-24, 2012. 
Shri Vijay and Shri Umesh participated. 

	•	  Trichy – october 5-14, 2012. This was organized by the National Book 
Trust. Shri Mohan participated. 

	•	  Aligarh – october 17-21, 2012. This was organized by the National book 
Trust,	India.	The	Samiti	sent	Shri	Mahender	Singh	Rawat	and	Shri	Yatender	
Singh to coordinate the fair. 

	•	 New Delhi –  Rashtriya Pustak Mela and Sanskriti Mahotsab – December 
14-25, 2012. This was organized by Rashtrakavi Ramdhari Singh ‘Dinkar’ 
Smriti	Nyas	at	Ramlila	Maidan,	in	New	Delhi.	Shri	Yatender	and	Shri	Umesh	
took part in this.

	•	 	New Delhi – World	Book	Fair	2013	–	February	4-10,	2013.	This	was	orga-
nized by the National Book Trust in New Delhi. The GSDS sent Ms. Namrata 
Mishra, Ms. Renu, Shri Mohan and Shri Deependra Avinash to coordinate 
the book fair. 

	•	 	Patna – March 13-24, 2012. This was organized by Chlorophyll Green So-
lutions Pvt ltd at Gandhi Maidan, Patna. Shri Piyush and Shri Deependra 
participated. 

	•	 	Hajipur –	March	13-19,	2013.	This	was	organized	by	Shrishti	Bal	Yuva	Evam	
Mahila Utthan Mandal, Hajipur. Shri Deependra participated.
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The regular programmes undertaken are:
•	 Rendering	of	Gandhi	Bhajans	and	 songs	on	communal	harmony,

•	 Charkha	 spinning,	 and

•	 Film	shows	on	Gandhi,	 freedom	movement	and	national	 leaders.

•	 Programmes	with	 schools	 for	undertaking	 study	 tours	of	Gandhi	Smriti	 and	 	 	
Gandhi Darshan museums. 

other regular programmes are:

Srijan–Gandhi Smriti Shikshan Kendra
Srijan imparts vocational training to children through its regular creative activities like 
tailoring, embroidery, pottery making, story telling and creative writing, mime and music, 
besides the six vocational courses recognised by National Institute of open Schooling 
(NIOS).	 School	 drop	 outs	 and	 the	 underprivileged	 section	 of	 the	 society	 are	 the	 prime	
beneficiaries of these vocational programmes.

(Above): A view of the Multi-Media Exhibition in Gandhi Smriti. (In the Pix): Shri Sushil Kumar 
Shukla explaining the Ashram model to the visitors. On the Right, visitors at the photographic 
exhibition “My Life is My Message” in Gandhi Darshan, Rajghat. 
(Below): Left and Right: Shri Leikh Ahmed imparting training in the tailoring unit of Srijan and 
Shri Ram Prasad on the loom in Gandhi Smriti.
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‘Satyashodhak’ (The Truth 
Seeker) staged
Articulating the agony and emancipatory 
thoughts of Jotirao Phule, a group of 18 
sanitary workers from Pune performed a 
reinterpretation of GP Deshpande’s play 
Satyashodhak at Gandhi Darshan, on 
May 30, 2012. Directed by Atul Pethe, 
Satyashodhak is a journey into the life and 
times of social revolutionist Jotirao Phule 

and his wife Savitribai who dedicated their 
lives to the service of untouchables, poor 
peasants and women. The chief guests 
on the occasion were Shri Devisingh 
Shekhawat and Swami Agnivesh. Dr. 
Sangeeta Malik, Director, National Gandhi 
Museum was also present on the occasion. 
Director GSDS Ms. Manimala greeted the 
distinguished guests. 

Presented by the Pune Municipal 
Corporation	 Workers	 Union,	 the	
play, through songs, dance and drama 
and folk theatre, dealt with women’s 
issues, education for the extremely 
underprivileged, struggle against casteism, 
meaning of religion, Brahmanism v/s 
Brahmans, association of the Satyashodhak 
movement with farmers and the onset of 
organised struggle of the working class.

The tone set by the narrator, who 
through his songs evokes pathos 
over the discrimination in the 
society on the one hand, and on 
the other brings out determination 
to rid the society of casteism. 

The performers were part of the cultural 
group of the 18,000-strong Pune Municipal 
Corporation	 Workers	 Union.	 In	 the	
play, onkar Govardhan plays the role of 
Jotirao and Karuna Pethe, plays the role 
of Savitribai. Having already completed 
50 shows in Maharashtra, the play is now 
travelling to other places, including to 
Kolkata during the international festival.

Artists from the Pune Municipal 
Corporation Workers Union, performing 
G P Deshpande’s play Satyashadhak in 
Gandhi Darshan as participants (below) is 
awestruck.
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Shri Prabhash Joshi remembered 
at Prabhash Prasang
The Samiti on the occasion of the 75th 
birth anniversary of noted journalist late 
Shri Prabhash Joshi organised Prabhash 
Prasang, on July 15, 2012 in Gandhi 
Darshan.

The programme was inaugurated by Smt. 
Sheila Dikshit, Chief Minister of Delhi. Shri 
Arif	Mohd.	 Khan	 (MP)	 delivered	 the	 key	
note address on the occasion.

on this occasion, noted vocalist and 
daughter of Kumar Gandharva, Kalapani 
Komkali from the Gwalior Gharana made 
the evening special with her musical 
renditions. Director GSDS Ms. Manimala 
was present on the occasion.

Planning meeting organised

A planning meeting was organised on 
August 2-3, 2012 to discuss and finalise 
forthcoming programmes, the Samiti 
proposes to organise as part of the centenary 
of the Champaran Satyagraha in 2017. 

The meeting was attended by 50 Participants 
from different states and organisations. 
The participants discussed at length the 
modalities for organising programmes as a 
prelude to the 100 years of the Champaran 
Satyagraha. Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala 
attended the meeting. 

They also discussed preparations for the 
Gandhi literature and Film Festival to be 
organised by the Samiti from october 4-14, 
2012 in Gandhi Smriti. 

Distinguished gathering including Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt. Sheila Dikshit (second from the left), releasing 
a book at the Prabhash Prasang.
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A plan to also organise Bal Mela in different 
states was also discussed. It was suggested 
that participants from different parts of 
the country will assemble at GSDS for 
the national-level Bal Mela. The plan to 
organise	several	Yuva	Samaj	Sadhna	Shivir	
was also discussed at the meeting. Also 
discussions and a plan was worked out on 
organising Adivasi Sanskriti Sangam in 
different parts of the country and it was 
decided that the Sangam would again be 
organised in the Samiti itself.

Gandhiarama 2012 – A Feast of 
Ideas and a Festival of Art
As part of the celebrations for Gandhirama 
2012 – A Feast of Ideas and a Festival of Art 
from August 17-22, 2012 organised by the 
Indian Council of Philosophical Research 
in association with Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti, Indira Gandhi National 

Centre for Arts, Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations, Indian Council of Historical 
Research, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
United Nations Information Centre and 
UNESCo, the Samiti participated in the 
book exhibition during the six-day festival 
at JNU Convocation centre. Participants of 
the festival also visited the Gandhi Smriti 
Museum and Gandhi Darshan Museum. 

Book – Music of the Spinning Wheel 
launched

‘Gandhi is the Ganga that can 
dissolve all differences’ – 
Sudheendra Kulkarni
Did Mahatma Gandhi foresee the present 
age	 of	 Interment	 and	 communication?	 Is	
the	 Internet	 an	 avatar	 of	 the	 charkha?	
The connection between Gandhi’s spinning 
wheel and the Internet was the topic of 

Planning meeting with members of different partner organisations in progress in Gandhi Darshan. 
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discussion at the launch of Sudheendra 
Kulkarni’s book Music of the Spinning 
Wheel	–	Mahatma	Gandhi’s	Manifesto	 for	
the Internet Age by former President of 
India, Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam on September 
4, 2012 in Gandhi Smriti. The event saw an 
eclectic gathering that included BJP leaders 

Dr. Shashi Tharoor addressing a galaxy of delegates in 
Gandhi Smriti at the launch of Sudheendra Kulkarni’s 
book “Music of the Spinning Wheel— Mahatma Gandhi’s 
Manifesto for the Internet Age”.

l.K. Advani, Uma Bharati, Jaswant Singh, 
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor and author 
Arun Shourie. 

launching the book Dr. Kalam recounted 
his visit to South Africa. “The religion 
of non-violence is not just meant for the 
saints,” he said quoting Gandhi and added 
that the technology of the modern age was 
a great tool to this end. 

Author Sudheendra Kulkarni said the book 
was an attempt to express his conviction that 
“Mahatma remains a force that still unites 
a badly divided India today.” He appealed 
to all political parties to understand the 
philosophy of Gandhi, “My own party, the 
BJP, and the Congress must understand the 
need to rediscover Gandhi,” he said, adding, 
“Gandhi is the Ganga that can dissolve all 
differences.” 

In the pix (from L to R): 
Ms. Manimala, Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Shri 

L K Advani, Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam, 
Shri Shekhar Gupta, Shri Arun Shoori 
and Shri Sudheendra Kulkarni, at the 

book launch function.
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The book, that runs into 700 pages and is 
subtitled “Mahatma Gandhi’s Manifesto for 
the Internet Age”, pans a range of issues 
from a more daring parallel between jihad 
to a paradigm-defying analysis of Gandhi as 
a scientist and a saint who saw the coming 
of Internet. 

Planning Meeting for Gandhi 
Literature Festival 
A planning meeting chaired by the Director 
GSDS, Ms. Manimala to discuss and chalk 
out programmes as part of the Gandhi 
Literature	 Festival	 (October	 4-14,	 2012)	
was held on September 5, 2012 in Gandhi 
Darshan. About 20 people from different 
organisations such as Gandhi Peace 
Foundation, Gandhi Hindustani Sahitya 
Sabha, senior journalists and many others 
from different states such as Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala attended the meeting. 

The meeting chalked out programmes 
during the Gandhi literature Festival 
regarding arrangement-cum-purchase of 
books on and by Mahatma Gandhi in 
different languages and also laid special 
focus was laid on the Gandhi Katha, by 
87-year-old, Shri Narayanbhai Desai, son 
of	 Late	 Shri	 Mahadev	 Deasi	 (long	 time	
personal	 secretary	of	Mahatma	Gandhi).	

It was decided to hold an Artist’s Conclave, 
a	 Kavi	 Sammelan,	 a	 Writer’s	 Conclave	 as	
part of the 11-day festival.

Planning Workshop organized
Two separate planning workshops were 
organised by the Samiti in Bangalore on 

December 19-20, 2012 and the North East 
at Arunachal Pradesh on December 29-
30,	 2012.	 While	 the	 first	 workshop	 was	
organised to plan out programmes of the 
GSDS in the Southern States, the workshop 
in Arunachal Pradesh was organised to plan 
programmes in the North Eastern States. 

The Bangalore workshop was coordinated 
on behalf of the Samiti by Shri G VVS 
Prasad and the planning workshop of the 
North Eastern States was coordinated by 
Shri	 H	 P	 Biswas	 of	 the	 National	 Youth	
Project in Arunachal Pradesh.

Participants at the Regional Planning Meeting of the North 
Eastern States in Arunachal Pradesh.

Dr. Sailaja Gullapalli, Ms. Kalpana Ashok and other 
members at a discussion during the Planning Meeting in 

Gandhi Darshan
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Salma Ansari pays homage 
to Mahatma Gandhi at 
Gandhi Smriti
Mrs. Salma Ansari, wife of the Vice-
President of India, Dr. Mohd. Hamid 
Ansari paid a visit to Gandhi Smriti on 
May 3, 2012. She offered her tributes to 
Mahatma Gandhi at the Martyrs Column, 
the place where Gandhi was assassinated. 
The meeting was also attended by persons 
that included Smt. Jyotsna Chatterjee, 
Director	 Joint	 Women’s	 Programme;	 Ms.	
Neera Misra, Chairperson Draupadi Trust; 
Mrs. Veena Nayar, Dr. Madhu Khanna, 
Sr. Researcher; Dr. Shoma Ghosh, singer. 
The meeting was convened by the Vice-
Chairperson GSDS, Smt Tara Gandhi 
Bhattacharjee. Director GSDS, Manimala 

was also present in the meeting. The staff 
of GSDS also attended the meeting. 

Devisingh Shekhawat visits 
Gandhi Smriti
Shri Devisingh Shekhawat spouse of the 
President of India, Smt. Pratibha Devisingh 
Patil, visited Gandhi Smriti on May 30, 
2012 and offered tributes to Mahatma 
Gandhi. He also visited the Gandhi Smriti 
Museum. Director GSDS, Ms. Manimala 
was present on the occasion. later, on June 
1, 2012, Shri Devisingh also visited the 
exhibition in Gandhi Darshan on Mahatma 
Gandhi, entitled My life is My Message. He 
also visited the National Gandhi Museum 
where he was welcomed by the Director 
Dr. Sangeeta Mallik. Shri Vedabhyas 
Kundu, Programme officer GSDS and Shri 
Administrative officer, GSDS were present 
on the occasion. 

Above: Smt. Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee, 
Vice-Chairperson, GSDS along with Smt. Salma 
Ansari and Director GSDS Manimala, at the 
Martyrs Column in Gandhi Smriti.

Below: Ms. Manimala, with Shri Devisingh 
Shekhawat at Gandhiji’s room in Gandhi Smriti.
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In conformity with the objective of the Samiti to organise and preserve books, 
photographs, films, documents, leading to better understanding of Mahatma Gandhi’s 

work and thought, the Gandhi Darshan library has a collection of nearly 15,000 books 
on Gandhiji’s life culture, history, economics, politics, religion, archaeology, including 
reference	books,	namely	World	Atlas,	Encyclopedias	 and	Dictionaries.

There is a special section for children. It also subscribes to about 50 journals and 
magazines on a regular basis and caters to the needs of scholars, research fellows and 
students. Around 500 new books were added during the year.

At the Documentation Centre, press-clipping files are being maintained on different 
topics	such	as	Gandhi,	Women,	Children,	Youth,	Crime	against	Women,	Environment,	
Indo-Pak relations, Communalism, International affairs. In an effort to strengthen the 
Documentation Centre, several other topics have been added this year.

The library purcase for the year amounted to Rs 709/- only which included the Annual 
Subscription of the Reader’s Digest and 6 Volumes of D G Tendulkar’s Mahatma. 

Besides this, the regular magazines and newspapers both in Hindi and English are also 
being subscribed to. 

The	Documentation	Work	includes	a	continuing	process	which	includes	contemporary	
issues, history, economics, education, women and child issues, youth leadership, human 
interest, environment, Gandhiana, book reviews, reference materials, health and hygiene 
and varies issues related to the nation and society. 
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•	 Antim	 Jan	 (the	GSDS	monthly	news	
magazine)

•	 Issues	published	 so	 far	 in	 chronologi-
cal order: 

•	 Year	2,	 Issue	3,	March	2013

•	 Year	2,	 Issue	2,	February	2013

•	 Year	2,	 Issue	1,	 January	2013

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	11,	December	2012

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	10,	November	2012

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	9,	October	2012

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	8,	 September	2012

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	7,	August	2012

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	6,	 2012

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	5,	 June	2012

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	4,	May	2012

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	3,	April	 2012

•	 Year	1,	 Issue	2,	March	2012

•	 First	 Issue	–	 January-February	2012

Antim Jan Reader’s Conclave organised

Director GSDS, Ms Manimala inaugurated the Antim Jan Reader’s Conclave in Jaipur on 
February 3, 2013. Antim Jan is a monthly magazine published by the Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti highlighting issues of social concern and bringing out the problems of the 
underprivileged sections of the society. About 100 people took part in this conclave. A 
similar conclave is proposed to be organised by the Samiti in New Delhi. The programme 
was organised by Jan Kala Sahitya Manch, with public contribution.

•	 Moniya	 (book	on	 the	 childhood	of	
Mohandas	Karamchand	Gandhi)	

•	 Published	 in	Hindi,	Urdu,	Marathi,	
Assamese, Malayalam, Tamil. 

•	 Anasakti	Darshan	–	Special	Bhoodan	
Issue – Hindi and English

•	 The	Man	as	We	Know	Him	by	Amee-
sha

•	 Booklet	on	Adivasi	Sanskriti	 Sangam	
(November	23-25,	2011)

•	 Booklet	on	Democracy	–	A	culture,	 a	
dialogue	 (December	30-31,	2011)	

•	 Booklet	on	Kargha	Yagya	–	 (February	
22-24,	2012	 )

•	 Youth	against	Corruption	in	Malay-
alam by Poornodaya Book Trust, Tris-
sur, Kerala

•	 Mero	Sapno	Ka	Bharat	–	Hind	Swaraj	
in Urdu

•	 Annual	Report	2011-2012	 in	English	
and Hindi
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After long years of service in Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, the following 
staff members retired from their services. 

1. Director GSDS presenting a shawl to Shri Jagdish Prasad (Driver) during his farewell.

2. Smt. Gunjan Rupainwar (Guide), sharing greetings with Shri Jagmohan (Attendant) 
during the formers farewell as Shri S A Jamal, Smt. Geeta Shukla and Shri Vedabhyas 
Kundu looks on.

3. Shri P S Kapdola’s retirement ceremony in progress.

1

2

3

Shri	 Jagdish	 Prasad	 (Driver).	 He	 worked	
in the institution in various capacities, as a 
driver, as an attendant in the pavilions and 
has remained a devoted worker all through. 
Shri Jagdish Prasad retired from his services 
on December 31, 2012.

Smt.	 Gunjan	 Rupainwar	 (Guide).	 She	 has	
been an active worker and did appreciable 
work in all  the work assigned to her during 
her service period. Before her retirement, 
she was incharge of Pavilion No 1, My Life 
is My Message. Smt. Gunjan retired from 
his services on December 31, 2012.

Shri P S Kapdola, worked as a library 
Assistant in the Samiti. During his tenure, 
he coordinated various activities of Tihar 
Central Prisons on behalf of the GSDS and 
also worked in the Book Sale Counter in 
Gandhi Smriti and also the GSDS Mobile 
Book Exhibition. He retired from his 
services on September 30, 2012.
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Smt. Sunanda Tyagi worked in the Samiti as a Guide 
lecturer and served in both the campuses in the 
GSDS Museum. She also worked in other capacities 
assisting in various programmes from time to time. 
A dedicated worker, she retired from her services 
on December 31, 2012.

Shri Prabhu lal, worked in the capacity of a Record 
Keeper for over 30 years. A dedicated worker, he 
retired from his services on June 30, 2012.

Shri Bhawani Ram worked in Accounts Section 
as Assistant to Cashier. During his services which 
covered almost 30 years, Shri Bhawani Ram showed 
utmost discipline and simplicity in his day-to-day 
activities in the work area. He retired from his 
services on February 29, 2012.

4. Smt. Tara Gandhi Bhattacharjee, VC GSDS, Ms. Manimala, Director GSDS and Shri Vedabhyas 
Kundu, Programme Officer GSDS presenting a gift to Smt. Sunanda Tyagi at her farewell 
function.

5. Shri Sushil Kr. Yadav sharing greeting with Shri Prabhulal during the latter farewell ceremony.

6. Shri S A Jamal, Administrative Officer GSDS (centre) along with Shri Bhawani Ram (fourth from 
the Left) during the latters farewell ceremony.

7. Shri Lal Singh

4

5

6

7 Sh. lal Singh, worked as a Hindi Stenographer in the Samiti. A simple 
straightforward person, he was a dedicated worker who worked in 
various sections during his tenure. He retired from his services on 
April 30, 2012.

7
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The Samiti lost some of its 

members in the year 2012-13

Sh. Abdul Sattar, worked as an Attendant in the Samiti. He 
joined the GSDS on october 2, 1972. After suffering from a 
cardiac arrest, he passed away on August 4, 2012, while in 
service. He worked devotedly for the institution since the 
inception of this institution.

u u u

Sh. Ram Narain, who worked as a Safai Sevak, joined his 
services on April 1, 1987, died after a prolonged illness on 
September 3, 2012, while in service. He worked devotedly for 
the institution since the inception of this institution.

u u u

Ms. Pratibha Dutt joined the Samiti on october 2, 1972. She 
worked as a Guide in the GSDS Museum. She passed away 
on June 26, 2012. She worked devotedly for the Samiti since 
the inception of this institution. She was instrumental in the 
project Taking Gandhi to Schools.

u u u 

Sh. Munni lal worked in the Exhibition Unit in the GSDS. He 
joined as an Attendant on october 2, 1972. He passed away 
on August 29, 2012. He worked devotedly for the institution 
since the inception of this institution.

u u u

Smt Manjeet Kaur, who worked as an Attendant, joined the 
GSDS on January 1, 1980. She passed away on January 9, 
2013 after 26 years of service. She worked devotedly for the 
institution since the inception of this institution.
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Programmes for Youth 
(2012-2013)
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1. Training and Awareness workshop for Adivasi Youth, 
Nandurbar, April 15-30, 2012

2. Yuva Sadbhavna Leadership Training Camps, Malad, 
Mumbai, December 9-11, 2012

6. Youth Leadership Camp on Creation of Self Employment, 
May 6- 10th, 2012

7. Youth training camp, December 29-31, 2012

8. Conference on Youth for Social change, September 
8-10, 2012

9. Youth Camp on  ‘India of Gandhiji’s dreams and youth, 
June 7-11, 2012

10. Spinning Training Camp For youth with physical 
challenges, 20-31st May, 2012

11. National Youth Camp for Intellectual Sharpness and 
Leadership Development, 20-31st May, 2012

12. Writing workshop for local Young Volunteers, 1-2 June, 2012
13. Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir, July 6-16, 2012
14. Kasturba Balika Vikas Shivir, September 23 to October 2, 

2012
15.	 Students’	Everest	Expedition	flagged	off	 from	Gandhi	

Smriti, March 30, 2013

3. Empowerment of Youth in the Gandhian Path with Calicut 
University, April 17-18, 2012

4. Youth Sensitization Camp, 4-8 June, 2012 
5. Adolescent Camp, December 27-31, 2012

maharashtra

arunachal Pradesh

jammu & kashmir

delhi

kerala

West Bengal

16. Creative Arts Camp, East Singhbhum, May 25-31, 2012
17. Anti Tobacco Campaign initiated, April 14, 2012.

18. Paryavaran aur Uske Geet, Tehri, Garwal, June 21-29, 2012

jharkhand

uttarakhand

32. Youth Camp for Communal Harmony, November 28-30, 2012
33. Two-day state level Youth Convention, May 24-25, 2012

34. Yuva Sadhbhavba Shivir, Udaipur, December 28-30, 2012

maniPur

rajasthan

19. Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir, Karnal, July 16-19, 2012

harYana

20. Yuva Samaj Sadhana Kendra, Patna, August 16-20, 2012
21. Education, Health and Character Building, 

Narkatiaganj, August 22-26, 2012
22. Activists trainers training shivir, Bettiah, August 

25-27, 2012
23. Gandhi Prerna Shivir, Mehesi, August 24-26, 2012
24. Youth Volunteerism Capacity-Building Workshop, 

Dhanbad, July 15-17, 2012.
25. Conference on Communal Harmony, Bhagalpur, 

August 23, 2012

26. Uttar Poorva Kshetriya Yuva Shivir, Guwahati, August 
9-12, 2012

27. Bal Vikas Shivir, Dhemaji, September 1-3, 2012
28. Youth Camp on Gandhian Way of Life, September 4-6, 

2012

29. Yuva Samaj Sadhana Shivir, Allahabad, August 30 to 
September 2, 2012

30. Youth Leadership Development Camp, Ayodhya, 
December 23-25, 2012

31. Youth Leadership Development Camp, Muzaffarpur, 
December 15-17, 2012

35. Workshop on Importance of Gandhism, December 27, 
2012 to January 03, 2013

Bihar

uttar Pradesh

himachal Pradesh

assam

andhra Pradesh

36. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, August 15-19, 2012
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Programmes for children 
(2012-2013)
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1. Narmada Nav Nirman Abhiyan Independence Day celebrated 
at Jeevanshala in Narmada ki Ghati, August 15, 2012

4. Bal Mela, North East Regional October, 3-5, 2012

5. Students unanimous on strengthening women’s 
participation in the national mainstream, April 25, 2012

6. Shishu Panchayat Members discuss core issues on 
health, education and sanitation, April 30, 2012

7. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, May 20-31, 2012
8. Writing Workshop, June 2, 2012
9. Bal Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, June 22-28, 2012
10. Burari Shishu Panchayat celebrates Independence Day 

August 15, 2012
11. Bal Mela, Massom Duniya (Disability Resource Centre) 

10-30 October, 2012
12. Five-Day Workshop on Gandhi in Education October 

16-20, 2012
13. Bal Mel, Kalyanpuri,18-20 October, 2012 
14. National Bal Mela 2012, November 5-8, 2012
15. Mosaic 2012 inter-school painting competition November 

22, 2012
16. Students demand protection of the “Big Cat” on 

International Day of Forest, March 21, 2013

2. Children’s Camp, Thirissur, Kerala April 20-23, 2012 

3. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, Howrah June 4-8, 2012

madhYa Pradesh

arunachal Pradesh

delhi

kerala

West Bengal

17. Bal Mela, Potka, 14-16 Sept, 2012 
18. Bal Mela, Jamshadpur, 16-18 October, 2012 

jharkhand

19. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, Guwahati, Assam July 10-17, 
2012

assam
karnataka

36. Gandhi Summer Camp for Adolescents, Kota, April 24-30, 
2012. 

37. Bal Mela,Jan Kala Sahitya Manch Sanstha, Jaipur, 2 
October, 2012

38. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, May 5-11

rajasthan

20. Bal Mela, 2-9 August, 2012

harYana

21. Gandhi Quiz, West Champaran, Bihar, April 14, 2012
22. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, Champaran, Bihar April 25 to 

May 5, 2012
23. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, Jamui, June 27 to July 06, 

2012
24. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, Samastipur, July 24 to August 

2, 2012
25. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, Vrindaban, West Champaran 

August 4-5, 2012
26. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, Muzaffarpur, August 6-15, 

2012
27. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, Muzaffarpur, October 12-21, 

2012

28. Bal Mela, Ghazipur (Allahabad), October 26-27, 2012

29. Bal Mela, Budaun, Allahabad, 20-21, October 2012

30. Bal Mela, Hamirpur, 12-13  October, 2012

31. Bal Mela, Shankargarah, 22-23 October, 2012

32. Bal Mela, Mahoba, 26-27 October, 2012

33. State Level Bal Mela, Allahabad, 29-30 October, 2012

Bihar

uttar Pradesh

andhra Pradesh

34. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, August 15-19, 2012

35. Gandhi Sanskar Shivir, October 1-2, 2012

39.  Bal Mela, 27-28 Oct, 2012
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3. Srinagar – June 2-8, 2012. This was organised by the 
National Book Trust at S P College, M A Road, Srinagar. 
Shri Raman and Shri Mohan took part in this. 

4. Aiwani Ghalib – July 31, 2012. Celebrating the birth 
anniversary of Mirza Ghalib. A stall was put to exhibit the 
books and Gandhiana. 

5. Rashtriya Pustak Mela and Sanskriti Mahotsab – December 
14-25, 2012. This was organized by Rashtrakavi Ramdhari 
Singh ‘Dinkar’ Smriti Nyas at Ramlila Maidan, in New Delhi. 
Shri Yatender and Shri Umesh took part in this.

6. World Book Fair 2013 – February 4-10, 2013. This was 
organized by the National Book Trust in New Delhi. The 
GSDS sent Ms. Namrata Mishra, Ms. Renu, Shri Mohan 
and Shri Deependra Avinash to coordinate the book fair. 

2. Ahmedabad, May 1-7, 2012 organised by Ahmedabad 
Municipal Corporation. Mr. Manish and Mr Yatender 
participated. 

jammu & kashmir

delhi

gujarat

7. Toppers Educational Society, Raipur, Chattisgarh – September 
14-24, 2012. Shri Vijay and Shri Umesh participated.

chhattisgarh

1. Gurgaon,  April 20-23, 2012 organised by National Book 
Trust. Shri Sameer and Ms Lalita participated. 

harYana

10. Patna – March 13-24, 2012. This was organized by 
Chlorophyll Green Solutions Pvt Ltd at Gandhi Maidan, 
Patna. Shri Piyush and Shri Deependra participated. 

11. Hajipur – March 13-19, 2013. This was organized by 
Shrishti Bal Yuva Evam Mahila Utthan Mandal, Hajipur. 
Shri Deependra coordinated the book fair. 

Bihar

9. Aligarh – October 17-21, 2012. This was organized by 
the National book Trust, India. The Samiti sent Shri 
Mahender Singh Rawat and Shri Yatender Singh to 
coordinate the fair. 

uttar Pradesh

8. Trichy – October 5-14, 2012. This was organized by the 
National Book Trust. Shri Mohan participated. 

tamil nadu
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Programmes for Women 
(2012-2013)
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3. Panel Discussion on Rights and Safety of Women, April 3, 
2012

4. Exhibition on ‘Great Indian Women Freedom Fighters’       
inaugurated, April 28, 2012

5. 3rd National Save Girl Summit 29-30th May, 2012
6. Dandi March Rolling Trophy (Role of Women in 

strengthening Indian Democracy) April 25, 2012
7. Champaran Mahadalit Girls participate in Kasturba Balika 

Sanskar Shivir Sept 23 - Oct 3, 2012
8. South Asian Conference on Women’s Empowerment 

October 19-21, 2012
9. Stories of courage and determination shared by female   

scavengers December 22, 2012
10. Dialogue on Dignity is my Birthright: A woman’s call 

January 10, 2013.
11. International Women’s Day March 8, 2013

2. Women’s Conference on Ekomingoso Satabdite Mahila 
Bikash (Women’s Development in 21st Century) March 
8-9, 2013

delhi

West Bengal

12. Seminar on “Women’s Perspectives on Decentralization of 
Power and Gram Swaraj” July 5-6, 2012

jharkhand

1. Conference on Women’s issues, October 12-13, 2012

maharastra

14. Women Empowerment October 27-30, 2012
Bihar

13. Banwasi Sewa Ashram State-level Women Worker’s 
discussion the need and necessity to empower women 
July 10-11, 2012

uttar Pradesh

15. Women leadership in Panchayati Raj System A 
programme as part of the International Women’s Day  
March 23-25, 2012

assam

16. Two-day state level legal awareness camp on women   
and girls March 9-10, 2013

17. Capacity Building Programme on Women Human Rights 
Defenders (Meira Paibis) October 3-4, 2012 in Imphal 
East District.

18. Capacity Building Programme on Women Human Rights 
Defenders (Meira Paibis) October 27-28, 2012 in Imphal 
West District.

19. Capacity Building Programme on Women Human Rights 
Defenders (Meira Paibis) November 10-11, 2012 in 
Bishnupur District

20. Capacity Building Programme on Women Human Rights 
Defenders (Meira Paibis) December 15-16, 2012 in 
Thoubal District.

maniPur
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